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Divine Service with Communion, p. 60 

 

I. The Service of Preparation  

 

1. The Entrance Hymn: #133 (Please stand at the last verse) 

 

2. The Invocation, p. 60 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: ♪ Amen.  

 

3. The Confession and Absolution, p. 61  

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 

Father, beseeching Him in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

P: Our help is in the Name of the Lord.  

C: ♪ Who made heav’ n and earth.  

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;  

C: ♪ And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.  

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.  

C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 

Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  

P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you 

have sinned, and do you repent of your sins? C: I do.  

P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire 

forgiveness in His name? C: I do.  

P: Upon this your confession, I by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the 

word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of our 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of 

the Holy Spirit. May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, and strengthen you by His 

Sacraments, that your joy may be full. Peace be with you! C: Amen. 

 

4, 5. Introit/Gloria Patri, p. 62 

L: ♪Unto us a Child is born, unto us a / Son is given … and the government will be upon / His 
shoulder. 
C: His name / shall be call-ed … Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father / Prince 
of Peace.  
L: O sing to the / Lord a new song … For he has done / marvelous things. 
All: Glory be to the Father, / and to the Son, and to / the Holy Ghost; as it was in the be- / 
-ginning, is now, and ever shall be: forever- / -more. Amen. 
 



 

6. The Kyrie (I), p.63  

C: ♪ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us 

 

7. The Gloria in Excelsis, p. 64  

♪ Glory be to God on high: 

And on earth peace, good will toward men. 

  We praise You, we bless You, we worship You. 

We glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory. 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

  O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

For You only are holy, You only are the Lord. 

  You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

8. The Salutation, p. 66 

P: The Lord be with you. C: ♪ And with your spirit. 

 

9. Collect, p. 66 

P: Grant we beseech You, almighty God, that the new birth of Your only-begotten Son in the 

flesh may set us free who held in the old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now 

and forever. C: ♪ Amen. 

 

II. The Service of the Word 

 

10. The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 

darkness, on them has light shone. You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 

For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have 

broken as on the day of Midian. For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and 

every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. For to us a Child is born, to us a 

Son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 

government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to 

establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 

forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. (ESV) 



 

11. Gradual, p. 67  

L: ♪Al-/-le-lu-ia... let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad / before the Lord: 

C: For he has made known / His salvation ... Al-/-le-lu-ia! 

 

12. Epistle: Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 

present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for 

himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. (ESV) 

 

13. Alleluia, p. 67 

L: ♪Al-/-le-lu-ia...the Word was made flesh 

C: And dwelt among us  ... Al-/-le-lu-ia! 

 

14. Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 

P: The Holy Gospel is written in the second chapter of the Gospel according to St Luke, 

beginning at the 1st verse: (stand) C: ♪ Glory be to You, O Lord!  

 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 

This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be 

registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 

Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 

house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 

6And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn.  

 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 

bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 

baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,  “Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace, good will among men.” (ESV) 

 

P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. C: ♪ Praise be to You O Christ! 

 

 



 

15. Nicene Creed, p. 69 

C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being 

of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life † of the world to come. Amen. 

 

16. The Chief Hymn: #161:1-5 

 

17. Sermon Text/Theme: Isaiah 9:6/Luke 2:1-14 - The Extraordinary - Miraculous - Gift of Jesus  

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus unto everlasting life. Amen. 

 

18. The Offertory verse.  

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 

Within my heart, that it may be A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 

- ELH # 123:13  

 

Instrumental: “He Shall Feed His Flock,” Flute and Organ duet 

 

The Offering 

(While the offering is brought forward, the following verses are sung:) 

The world may hold Her wealth and gold; 

But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true treasure. 

To him hold fast Until at last 

A  crown be thine and honor in full measure 

- ELH #161:6 
19. The Prayer of the Church 

 

 



 

III. The Service of Holy Communion 

 

20. The Preface, p. 72  

P: The Lord be with you.  

C: ♪ And with your spirit.  

P; Lift up your hearts.  

C: ♪ We lift them up unto the Lord.  

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C: ♪ It is good and right so to do.  

 

21. Proper Preface and Sanctus, p. 73:  

P: It is good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God: for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You 

have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may 

be drawn to the love of those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying:  

C♪:Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna, 

hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He who comes in the 

Name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  

 

22. The Exhortation (See Insert)  

 

23. The Lord’s Prayer, p. 77  

P: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 

C: ♪ For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen  

 

24. The Words of Institution, p. 78  

P:Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which 

is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after 

supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New 

Testament in My + blood, which is shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins. This do 

as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. 

 

25. The Pax Domini, p. 79 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C♪ :Amen  

 



 

26. The Agnus Dei, p. 79  

C: ♪ O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O 

Christ, the Lamb of God. You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, 

the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, grant us Your peace. Amen.  

 

27. The Distribution and Hymns: #123 & 135 

 

28. The Nunc Dimittis, p. 81 

C: ♪ Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace according to Your word. For my eyes 

have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the face of all people, a Light to 

lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. 

Amen  

 

29. The Collect of Thanksgiving, p. 82  

P : O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.  

C: ♪ And His mercy endures forever.  

P: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through these salutary 

gifts, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through them in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.  

C♪:Amen.  

 

31. The Salutation, p. 84  

P: The Lord be with you. C: ♪ And with your spirit.  

 

32. The Benedicamus, p. 84  

P♪: Let us bless the Lord. C: ♪ Thanks be to God!  

 

33.The Benediction, p. 84  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 

unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give + you peace.  

C: ♪ Amen, amen, amen.  

 

34. The Closing Hymn: #138 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


