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A Celebration of the Christmas Gift  

Rite 1 as a Christmas Celebration 

P: Every Sunday we celebrate Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost. Every Sunday we 

celebrate the Gift of God the Son to us. Every Sunday we are privileged to hear and sing 

the songs of Salvation given to us by God the Father through His Son, Jesus Christ. This 

Christmas we show how our regular worship reflects the gift of God’s Son to us that first 

Christmas.  

 

P: Our worship services are not centered on our service to God in His Awesome Majesty, 

but as Lutheran Christians, our worship services are centered on His service to us 

through the Gift of the Christ Child that very first Christmas. Our worship service 

celebrates the Christ Child’s gifts to us. This Christmas program we learn how God gives 

us the gift of Christmas every Sunday through our regular worship.  

 

As Each Happy Christmas (#117  vs.  1 - 3)  

(Children process in) 

Congregation: 

As each happy Christmas 

Dawns on earth again, 

Comes the holy Christ Child 

To the hearts of men. 

 

Enters with His blessing 

Into ev’ry home, 

Guides and guards our footsteps  

As we go and come. 

 

All unknown, beside me 

He will ever stand, 

And will safely lead me 

With His own right hand. 

 

P: There are four parts to our worship service: The Service of Preparation, the Service of 

the Word, The Service of Holy Communion, and the Giving of Thanks.  
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Part 1 

 

Marshall: The first part of our Worship Service is the Service of Preparation. 

Reader: The Service of Preparation teaches us of our Sin and our need for a Savior. 

Danny: Romans 3:23 says, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

 

Reader: In the Service of Preparation we receive the forgiveness that the Babe at 

Bethlehem won for us on the Cross. 

Gwen: I John 1:8 says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

 

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen (#126  vs.  1 - 4)  

Congregation: 

God rest you merry, gentlemen, 

Let nothing you dismay, 

For Jesus Christ, our Savior, 

Was born on Christmas Day 

To save us all form Satan’s pow’r 

When we were gone astray. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy;  

O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

From God, our heav’nly Father, 

A blessed angel came;  

And unto certain shepherds 

Brought tidings of the same: 

How that in Bethlehem was born 

The Son of God by name. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; 

O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

“Fear not” then said the angel, 

“Let nothing you affright;  

This day is born the Savior, 

A Babe of glorious might. 
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See, death and hell and Satan 

This child shall put to flight.” 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; 

O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

Now to the Lord sing praises, 

All you within this place, 

In Christian faith and charity  

Each other now embrace, 

This holy tide of Christmas 

Reveals to us God’s grace. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; 

O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

Aaron H: We sing the song the Angels sang to the Shepherds in celebration of our 

Savior’s forgiveness. 

 

Angels We Have Heard on High  (#116  vs.  1 - 4)  

Children: 

Angels we have heard on high, 

Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 

Echoing their joyous strains. 

Glo-ria in excelsis Deo; 

Glo-ria in excelsis Deo. 

 

Congregation: 

Shepherds why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

Which inspire your heav’nly song? 

Glo-ria in excelsis Deo; 

Glo-ria in excelsis Deo. 
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Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Glo-ria in excelsis Deo; 

Glo-ria in excelsis Deo. 

 

Children:  

See, within a manger laid, 

Jesus, Lord of heav’n and earth, 

Lend your voices, lend your aid 

To proclaim the Savior’s birth! 

Glo-ria in excelsis Deo; 

Glo-ria in excelsis Deo. 

 

Marshall: In the Service of Preparation God serves us by forgiving us our sins. 

Aaron H: And because God has forgiven us we dare pray in the name of our Immanuel, 

our God with-us, the prayer that focuses us on the teaching of God’s Word for the day. 

 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (#110  vs.  1)  

Congregation: 

O come, O come Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,  

That mourns in lonely exile here, Until the Son of God appear.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel  

 

 

Part 2 

 

Marshall: The second part of our Worship Service is the Service of the Word. 

Reader: Now God has forgiven us through the Absolution. 

Danny: Now we are truly free from the guilt of sin. 

Austin: Now we are ready to hear the teaching of His Word. 

Gwen: Now God serves us by teaching us His Word.  
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Marshall: Genesis 3:14-15 

So the Lord God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, You are cursed more 

than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; On your belly you shall go, and 

you shall eat dust All the days of your life. And I will put enmity between you and the 

woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall 

bruise His heel.” 

 

From Your Throne Above 

(Harry K. Bartels; vs. 2)  

Congregation: 

 When our first par’nts fell- 

And thus we as well –  

You then promised them the Savior. 

Who by His own pure behavior 

And His cursed cross 

Would retrieve our loss. 

 

Reader: Isaiah 7:14 

Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 

bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 

 

Danny: Isaiah 9:6-7 

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The 

Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace 

there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and 

to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even forever. The zeal of 

the LORD of hosts will perform this.   

 

From Your Throne Above  
(Harry K. Bartels; vs. 3) 

Congregation: 

To the Savior then 

You through chosen men 

Bore sweet witness through the ages, 
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Scribed thru them on Scripture’s pages 

So that all might know 

Our dear Savior so. 

 

Danny H: Luke 2:1-5 

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. This census first took place while Quirinius was 

governing Syria. So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. Joseph also went 

up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is 

called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered 

with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 

 

Gwen: Luke 2:6-7 

So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. 

And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid 

Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 

From Your Throne Above 

(Harry K. Bartels; vs. 6) 

Congregation: 

O awaited morn 

When He would be born 

Of the blessed Virgin Mary, 

So that He for us might carry 

All our wretched sin 

And our rescue win! 

 

Aaron H: Luke 2: 8-14 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, 

Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And 

this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 

in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
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praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 

toward men. 

 

From Your Throne Above 

(Harry K. Bartels; vs. 7) 

Congregation: 

Through these Advent days 

We now gladly praise 

You, our gracious God in heaven, 

For Your promises long given 

By which we believe 

And Your grace receive. 

 

Marshall: God has served us with the reading of His Word. 

Aaron B: Now we confess our faith. 

Danny: Now we are to keep in mind the whole plan of God: 

 

Pastor: We confess The Apostles’ Creed, p. 46 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, 

and buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He 

ascended into heaven And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From 

thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; 

The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

What Child Is This? (#145, vs. 1-2) 

Congregation: 

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, 

On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The Babe, the Son of Mary! 

 

Why lies He in such mean estate  

Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading.  

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 

The cross be borne for me, for you; 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

The Babe, the Son of Mary! 

 

Austin: God wants us to read and to hear His Word. 

Gwen: God also wants the Message of Christmas to be preached. 

Aaron H: God serves us through the preaching of His called messenger. 

 

Pastor’s Message: Luke 2:14 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

 

Marshall: God has served us with His teaching. 

Reader: God calls upon His Children to Pray. 

Danny: We pray as He taught us through the Christ Child. 

Pastor: Let us pray The Lord’s Prayer. 

 

All: Our Father, Who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy 

will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation. But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

 

 

Part 3 

 

Marshall: The third part of our Worship Service is the Service of Holy Communion. 

Reader: The sweet, innocent Child born in Bethlehem was born to live a life of service to 

sinners.  
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Danny: Every good work He did was done so that He could credit it to us. 

Austin: He was born to take our place. 

Gwen: And He took the blame for our unrighteousness. 

Aaron H: And He gives us that gift through His Body and Blood in The Lord’s Supper. The 

bread and wine are the swaddling clothes in which He wraps His Body and Blood. 

 

From Heaven Above to Earth I Come (#123  vs. 1-2, 5, 13, 15) 

Congregation: 

“From heav’n above to earth I come 

To bear good news to ev’ry home; 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring,  

Where-of I now will say and sing: 

 

“To you this night is born a Child 

Of Mary chosen Virgin mild;  

This little Child, of lowly birth,  

Shall be the joy of all the earth. 

 

(Noah comes up) 

“These are the tokens ye shall mark: 

The swaddling-clothes and manger dark. 

There ye shall find the Infant laid 

By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.” 

 

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 

Within my heart, that it may be 

A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 

 

Glory to God in highest heav’n, 

Who unto us His Son hath giv’n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 

A glad new year to all the earth. 
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Part 4 

 

Marshall: The final part of our Worship Service is the Giving of Thanks. 

Aaron B: We are blessed by God. 

Danny: He has given us His Only Begotten Son in the Child of Bethlehem. 

Austin: This infant was born for us. He lived for us. He died for us. He rose for us.  

All Children (Including Noah): He is God who became man to serve us and to save us. 

 

I Am So Glad When Christmas Comes (#127  vs. 1-6) 

Children: 

I am so glad when Christmas comes,  

The night of Jesus’ birth,  

When Bethl’em’s star shone as the sun  

And angels sang with mirth. 

 

Congregation: 

The little Child of Bethlehem,  

The King of heav’nly grace, 

Came down from His exalted throne  

To save our fallen race. 

 

He’s now returned to heav’n above, 

God’s Son He is always, 

He ne’er forgets His little ones 

But hears them when they pray. 

 

I too would sing my Savior’s praise, 

My joy, my crown, my Lord:  

For He has made me His own child  

By Water and the Word. 

 

I love this precious Chirstmas eve 

And my dear Savior mild, 

And I shall not forget the truth: 

He loves me as His child. 
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I am so glad when Christmas comes: 

Let anthems fill the air! 

He opens wide for ev’ry child 

His paradise so fair. 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

Silent Night (#140 vs. 1-4) 

Congregation: 

Silent night! Holy Night! All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon Virgin mother and Child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night! Holy Night! Shepherds quake at the sight. 

Glories streams from heaven afar; Heav’nly host sing, Alleluia;  

Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Silent night! Holy Night! Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 

(Children proceed out) 

Silent night! Holy Night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 

With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.  
 

(The service was assembled and written by Pastor Joe Abramson of the ELS with slight adaptation.  

Used by permission.)  

 


