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I. The Service of Lessons and Carols 

 

1. Opening Hymn #87: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus (please rise during the last verse) 

 

2. Invocation 

 

4. The Intoit  

L: Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say / re-joice. Let your gentleness be known to all men,  

the / Lord is at hand.  

C: Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and / supplication … with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made / known to God.  

L: Lord, You have been favorable / to Your land … You have brought back the captivity / of Jacob.  

All: Glory be to the Father / and to the Son ... and to / the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 

be-/-gin-ning, is now … and shall be, forever -/- more. A-men. 

 

4. The Collect  

P: Let us pray: Lord, we beseech You, give ear to our prayers, and enlighten the darkness of our 

hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

true God, now and forever. C: Amen! 

 

5. Lessons and Carols: 

1. Genesis 2:4-10, 15-25 The Lord God creates Adam and Eve 

This is the history of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD 

God made the earth and the heavens, before any plant of the field was in the earth and before any 

herb of the field had grown. For the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the earth, and there was 

no man to till the ground; but a mist went up from the earth and watered the whole face of the 

ground. And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 

breath of life; and man became a living being. The LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden, 

and there He put the man whom He had formed. And out of the ground the LORD God made every 

tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the 

garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. A river went out of Eden to water the 

garden, and from there it parted and became four riverheads 

 

Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. And the 

LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 

surely die." And the LORD God said, "It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a 

helper comparable to him." Out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and 

every bird of the air, and brought them to Adam to see what he would call them. And whatever 

Adam called each living creature, that was its name. So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the birds 

of the air, and to every beast of the field.  
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But for Adam there was not found a helper comparable to him. And the LORD God caused a deep 

sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 

Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her 

to the man. And Adam said:" This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; She shall be called 

Woman,because she was taken out of Man." Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and 

be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his 

wife, and were not ashamed. 

Hymn #411:1-3 

 

2. Genesis 3:1-24 Adam and Eve disobey God, paradise is lost; and, yet, God promises the Savior 

Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And 

he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” 

 

And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the 

fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you 

touch it, lest you die.’” 

 

Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that in the day you eat 

of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

 

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a 

tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, 

and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and 

they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. And they heard the sound of the 

Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from 

the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 

 

Then the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are you?” 
 
So he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid 
myself.” 
 
And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you that you should not eat?” 
 
Then the man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate.” 
 
And the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 
 
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 
So the Lord God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all 

cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all 
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the days of your life. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed 

and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.” 

Hymn - From Your Throne Above  - Text, tune & setting:  Copyright Harry K. Bartels 

 

1. From Your throne above, 

   God of wondrous love, 

   You beheld our lost condition, 

   Doomed for sin to hell’s perdition, 

   And to save our race 

   Shed abroad Your grace. 

 

2. When our first par’nts fell— 

   And thus we as well— 

   You then promised them the Savior. 

   Who by His own pure behavior 

   And His cursèd cross 

   Would retrieve our loss. 

 

3. To the Savior then 

   You through chosen men 

   Bore sweet witness through the ages, 

   Scribed thru them on Scripture’s pages 

   So that all might know 

   Our dear Savior so. 

 

7. Through these Advent days 

   We now gladly praise 

   You, our gracious God in heaven, 

   For Your promises long given 

   By which we believe 

   And Your grace receive. 

3. Isaiah 7:10-15 The Lord promises to King David that Eve’s Descendant - the Promised Savior - shall 

be conceived and His name will be called “God with us” 

Moreover the Lord spoke again to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign for yourself from the Lord your God; ask 

it either in the depth or in the height above.” 

But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, nor will I test the Lord!” 
Then he said, “Hear now, O house of David! Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will you 

weary my God also? Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. Curds and honey He shall eat, that He 

may know to refuse the evil and choose the good. 

Hymn #110:1, 5-7 - O Come, O Come, Emmanuel - Chime Choir accompaniment 

 

4. Isaiah 35:1-10 The Promised Savior, King David’s Descendant, will come and do miraculous works 

The wilderness and the wasteland shall be glad for them, 

And the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose; 

It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice, 

Even with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

The excellence of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord, 

The excellency of our God. 
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Strengthen the weak hands, 

And make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to those who are fearful-hearted, 

“Be strong, do not fear! 

Behold, your God will come with vengeance, 

With the recompense of God; 

He will come and save you.” 

 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

And the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 

Then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

And the tongue of the dumb sing. 

For waters shall burst forth in the wilderness, 

And streams in the desert. 

The parched ground shall become a pool, 

And the thirsty land springs of water; 

In the habitation of jackals, where each lay, 

There shall be grass with reeds and rushes. 

 

A highway shall be there, and a road, 

And it shall be called the Highway of Holiness. 

The unclean shall not pass over it, 

But it shall be for others. 

Whoever walks the road, although a fool, 

Shall not go astray. 

No lion shall be there, 

Nor shall any ravenous beast go up on it; 

It shall not be found there. 

But the redeemed shall walk there, 

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 

And come to Zion with singing, 

With everlasting joy on their heads. 

They shall obtain joy and gladness, 

And sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Hymn #101 - The King Shall Come  

 

5. Isaiah 40:1-8 God will send His herald to prepare the way for the coming King and Savior 

“Comfort, yes, comfort My people!” 

Says your God. 

“Speak comfort to Jerusalem, and cry out to her, 

That her warfare is ended, 
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That her iniquity is pardoned; 

For she has received from the Lord’s hand 

Double for all her sins.” 

 

The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord; 

Make straight in the desert 

A highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be exalted 

And every mountain and hill brought low; 

The crooked places shall be made straight 

And the rough places smooth; 

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 

And all flesh shall see it together; 

For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

 

The voice said, “Cry out!” 

And he said, “What shall I cry?” 

“All flesh is grass, 

And all its loveliness is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 

Because the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 

Surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 

But the word of our God stands forever.” 

Hymn #109 - Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes - Chime Choir accompaniment 

 

6. Isaiah 64:1- 9a The Church implores the Savior King to come and deliver her from her sins 

Oh, that You would rend the heavens! 

That You would come down!  

That the mountains might shake at Your presence— 

As fire burns brushwood, 

As fire causes water to boil— 

To make Your name known to Your adversaries, 

That the nations may tremble at Your presence! 

When You did awesome things for which we did not look, 

You came down, 

The mountains shook at Your presence. 

For since the beginning of the world 

Men have not heard nor perceived by the ear, 

Nor has the eye seen any God besides You, 
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Who acts for the one who waits for Him. 

 

You meet him who rejoices and does righteousness, 

Who remembers You in Your ways. 

You are indeed angry, for we have sinned— 

In these ways we continue; 

And we need to be saved. 

But we are all like an unclean thing, 

And all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags; 

We all fade as a leaf, 

And our iniquities, like the wind, 

Have taken us away. 

And there is no one who calls on Your name, 

Who stirs himself up to take hold of You; 

For You have hidden Your face from us, 

And have consumed us because of our iniquities. 

 

But now, O Lord, 

You are our Father; 

We are the clay, and You our potter; 

And all we are the work of Your hand. 

Do not be furious, O Lord, 

Nor remember iniquity forever; 

Indeed, please look—we all are Your people! 

Hymn #97 - O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide 

 

7. Zechariah 9:9-12 The King comes, humble and riding of the foal of a donkey. 

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

Behold, your King is coming to you; 

He is just and having salvation, 

Lowly and riding on a donkey, 

A colt, the foal of a donkey. 

I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

And the horse from Jerusalem; 

The battle bow shall be cut off. 

He shall speak peace to the nations; 

His dominion shall be ‘from sea to sea, 

And from the River to the ends of the earth.’ 

“As for you also, 

Because of the blood of your covenant, 
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I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

Hymn #99:1-3:6 

 

II The Service of Word 

 

5. Sermon: Matthew 11:2-10/ I Corinthians 4:1-2 - Great Expectations Fulfilled 

 

6. Offering (While the offering is brought forward, the following verses are sung:) 
 

O rich the gifts Thou bring’st us. 

Thyself made poor and weak; 

O love beyond expression, 

That thus can sinners seek! 

For this, O Lord, will we 

Our joyous tribute to bring Thee, 

And glad Hosannas sing Thee, 

And ever grateful be. 

Hymn #105:1 

 
7. Prayer of the Church 
 
8. The Lord’s Prayer 

 

9. The Collect of the Day 

P: Let us pray: Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, 

grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn and take them to heart, that by the patience and 

comfort of Your Holy Word we may embrace never hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one true 

God, now and forever. C: Amen! 

 

10. The Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. C: Amen. 

 

11. Closing Hymn #89: Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, #103:1-2,5-6 
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