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Lent 4 

The Service of Preparation 

1.The Entrance Hymn: #265, “Wide Open Are Thy Hands” (sung to the tune of, Southwell”)

2. The Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit C: ♪ Amen.

3. The Confession and Absolution I
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our Father, 
beseeching Him in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the Name of 
the Lord.
C: ♪ Who made heav’ n and earth. 
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord; 
C: ♪ And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins. 
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you 
have sinned, and do you repent of your sins? C: I do.
P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire forgiveness 
in His name? C: I do.
P: Upon this your confession, I by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the word, 
announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. May He 
comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, and strengthen you by His Sacraments, that your joy may be 
full. Peace be with you!  C: Amen.

4, 5. Introit/Gloria Patri 
L: ♪ Rejoice with Jerusalem, and / be glad with her ... all you who / love her. 
Rejoice / with her ... all you who mourn / for her. 
I was glad when / they said to me … let us go into the / house of the Lord 
All: Glory be to the Father, / and to the Son, and to / the Holy Ghost; as it was in the be- / -ginning, 
is now, and ever shall be: forever- / -more. Amen.

6. The Kyrie Eleison
C: ♪ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us

7. Hymn 289:5-6
C: ♪  Je-sus, my great High Priest, 
Offered His blood and died; 
My guilty conscience seeks 
No Sacrifice beside.
His pow’rful blood did once atone;
And now it pleads before the throne.



My Advocate appears
For my defense on high,
The Father bows His ear,
And lays His anger by.
Not all that hell or sin can say
Shall turn His heart, His love away. 

8. The Salutation
P: The Lord be with you. C: ♪ And with your spirit.

9. Collect: We beseech You, almighty God, mercifully to look upon Your people, that by Your great 
goodness they may be governed and preserved evermore in both body and soul ; through Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 
forever.  C: ♪ Amen.

The Service of the Word 

10. The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 49:8-13

 Thus says the Lord:

“In an acceptable time I have heard You,
And in the day of salvation I have helped You;
I will preserve You and give You
As a covenant to the people,
To restore the earth,
To cause them to inherit the desolate heritages;
 That You may say to the prisoners, ‘Go forth,’
To those who are in darkness, ‘Show yourselves.’
“They shall feed along the roads,
And their pastures shall be on all desolate heights.
 They shall neither hunger nor thirst,
Neither heat nor sun shall strike them;
For He who has mercy on them will lead them,
Even by the springs of water He will guide them.
 I will make each of My mountains a road,
And My highways shall be elevated.
 Surely these shall come from afar;
Look! Those from the north and the west,
And these from the land of Sinim.”
 Sing, O heavens!
Be joyful, O earth!
And break out in singing, O mountains!
For the Lord has comforted His people,
And will have mercy on His afflicted.

11. The Gradual 
L: ♪  Christ humbled Himself, and become obedient / unto  death ;
C: Even the death / of the cross 



12. Epistle:  Galatians 4:21-31

 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not hear the law? For it is written that Abraham had 
two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by a freewoman. But he who was of the bondwoman was 
born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through promise, which things are symbolic. For 
these are the two covenants: the one from Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar— for 
this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with 
her children— but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all. For it is written:

“Rejoice, O barren,
You who do not bear!
Break forth and shout,
You who are not in labor!
For the desolate has many more children
Than she who has a husband.”

 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children of promise. But, as he who was born according to the flesh 
then persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, even so it is now. Nevertheless what does the 
Scripture say? “Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir 
with the son of the freewoman.” So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman but of the free.

13. The Verse
L: ♪  Lord, by Your cross and resurrection, You / have set us free.
C: You are the Savior / of the world .

14. Gospel: The Holy Gospel is written in the 6th chapter of the Gospel according to 
St. John, beginning at the 1st verse. (rise )

C: ♪ Glory be to You, O Lord!

 After these things Jesus went over the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. Then a great 
multitude followed Him, because they saw His signs which He performed on those who were diseased. 
And Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat with His disciples.

 Now the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was near. Then Jesus lifted up His eyes, and seeing a great 
multitude coming toward Him, He said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread, that these may eat?” But this 
He said to test him, for He Himself knew what He would do.

 Philip answered Him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of 
them may have a little.”
 One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, “There is a lad here who has five barley 
loaves and two small fish, but what are they among so many?”

 Then Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat 
down, in number about five thousand. And Jesus took the loaves, and when He had given thanks He 
distributed them to the disciples, and the disciples to those sitting down; and likewise of the fish, as much 
as they wanted. So when they were filled, He said to His disciples, “Gather up the fragments that remain, 
so that nothing is lost.” Therefore they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of 
the five barley loaves which were left over by those who had eaten. Then those men, when they had seen 
the sign that Jesus did, said, “This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world.”

 Therefore when Jesus perceived that they were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king, 
He departed again to the mountain by Himself alone.



C: ♪ Praise be to You O Christ

15. The Nicene Creed
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before 

all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third 
day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life † of the 
world to come. Amen.

16. The Chief Hymn: #264, “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”

17. Sermon Text/Theme: John 6:1-15. “Jesus Is the Bread of Life”
P: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and mind in Christ Jesus 
unto everlasting life. Amen.

18. The Offertory verse:
C♪ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away 
from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of 
Your salvation and uphold me with Your free Spirit. Amen.

19. The Prayer of the Church

23. The Lord’s Prayer
P: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. C: ♪ For Thine is the 
kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen\

25. The Collect III
P:Grant, we beseech You, Almighty God, unto Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom which comes 
down from above, that Your Word, as becomes it, may not be bound, but have free course and be 
preached to the joy an edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in stedfast faith we may serve You in the 
confession of Your name abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you ad the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
C: ♪  Amen. 

26.The Benediction
L:The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give + you peace.
C: ♪  Amen, amen, amen.

27. The Closing Hymn:  #263, “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”


