
Lent 3, 2020 

Luke 11:14-28 

 

Part I 

We are living with a new normal. That includes 

social distancing, staying at home if you have any 

possible symptoms of the virus, washing your 

hands frequently, washing down surfaces, 

coughing into your sleeve. Those who can work 

from home. Universities teach online. Public 

schools are closed. Retirement facilities are closed 

to visitors. Sporting events are cancelled and 

seasons suspended. The sick are being 

quarantined. Crowds are limited to 250 people. 

 

...and in the business world, the markets have 

taken huge dives, the airline industry has taken a 

huge hit, travel has - in many cases - all but come 

to a halt, grocery stores have empty shelves, 

people are hoarding. 

 

People are worried. People are scared. People 

panic. You know it - you live it - you see it day by 

day - hour by hour - in the news - at work - in 

your community. We are living in what now has 

been determined to be a pandemic. 
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So, how are you going to deal with this? As a 

Christian you turn to God’s word. God’s word gives 

you the insight you need to face the bad before us. 

In fact, God’s word tells you that this kind of thing 

will come. In Revelation we read of the Four Riders 

of the Apocalypse. The four riders are on four 

horses - each horse of a different color - each color 

signifying some bad to come in the end times. One 

of the horses is a pale horse. The pale horse 

signifies plagues - pandemics. 

 

So, God’s word says these things will happen in 

the end times. These things remind us that this 

world is broken - that it was broken when our first 

parents, Adam and Eve, fell into sin - that the devil 

is the one who led our first parents into sin - that 

the fallen world is the kingdom of the devil - that 

Jesus is the way out of this fallen world. 

 

Part II 

That is why God came in the flesh - in the person 

of Jesus - to our broken world. When he did, he 

was walking on the devil’s turf. The devil knew 

it...and so in Jesus’ ministry you see an increase of 

demonic activity. Time and time again Jesus is 
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confronted by demon possessed individuals. Time 

and time again Jesus shows his authority over 

them. He does by exorcising the demons - casting 

them out. 

 

That is exactly what we find Jesus doing in today’s 

text. He cast out a demon from a demon 

possessed man. The demon possessed man could 

not speak. But when Jesus exorcised the demon, 

the man was able to speak. 

 

Now you would think that everyone who was 

present at that exorcism would have marveled. 

Many did, but some did not. Jesus’ adversaries in 

the crowd leveled an accusation against him. They 

commented among themselves that Jesus was in a 

league with the devil: He casts out demons by 

Beelzebub, the prince of demons.  

 

Jesus knew what they were saying. So spoke to 

their accusations and exposed why they were 

false. In doing that, Jesus makes two basic 

arguments. 

 

The first argument: Every kingdom that is divided 

against itself is laid waste, and a divided household 
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falls. And if Satan also is divided against himself, 

how will his kingdom stand? 

 

Human history testifies to the folly of civil wars. 

Civil wars do not make a country strong. They 

exhaust resources, shed the blood of young men, 

bring many of them to their deaths, and fill their 

parents with grief.  

 

It makes no sense, then, to suggest that Satan 

advances his kingdom by fighting those in his 

camp - the demons. If a military leader were to 

attack his own army, his days would be numbered. 

Satan would be doing the same, if he helped Jesus 

or anyone else cast out demons.  

 

The second argument: When a strong man fully 

armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; 

but when one stronger than he attacks him and 

overcomes his, he takes away his armor in which 

he trusted and divides the spoil.  

 

Movies are made of this sort of military maneuver 

- special operation units sent on such a mission. 

Wearing infrared equipment, led by their leader 

they infiltrate an enemy fortress at night, stealthily 
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go from one point of attack to another, take down 

the guards and - ultimately - the leader. Once they 

bind the leader, the spoils fall into the hands of the 

victor. 

 

That victor is Jesus. Jesus infiltrated the fortress of 

the strong man, Satan. By the power of his word 

he went from one point of attack to another, taking 

down demon after demon. Then he took their 

leader, Satan, head on at the cross. There Jesus 

took that by which Satan kept mankind in his 

kingdom - sin. Jesus took the sin of the world on 

his shoulders and took it away in his death. The 

empty tomb proves that the Stronger man - Jesus 

- overpowered the strong man - Satan.  

 

By doing that, Jesus took away the armor in which 

Satan trusted. The armor in which Satan trusted 

was sin. Since Jesus took it away, the spoils belong 

to him - the spoils are people who had been held 

captive in the dominion of Satan. 

 

Part III 

After making these arguments Jesus says the 

following: Whoever is not with me is against me. 

That is to say; If you don’t stand with Jesus, you 
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are on the side of the enemy. It is one or the 

other. There is no middle ground. 

 

God stood you on Jesus’s side when you were 

baptized. In your baptism God did an exorcism. 

God cast out the power by which the devil held you 

captive. He cast out sin by washing you clean in 

the blood of Jesus. By doing that, God bound the 

strong man - he exorcized - cast the devil out of 

your heart. He did and God took up residence 

there. He did by means of his word.  

 

That means you are on the side of the Stronger 

One, Jesus. You stand with Jesus. By standing with 

Jesus you are on the side of victory. That is good 

to know in the midst of the pandemic threat we 

face. The pandemic is a threat to life. Its higher 

than normal mortality rate says so. Its higher than 

normal infection rate puts many at risk. All of that 

strikes fear into the hearts of many.  

 

Even though it does, you are on God’s side; and if 

you are on God’s side, you are on the side of 

victory no matter what the future holds. The writer 

to the Hebrews put it this way: [Jesus] himself 

likewise partook of [flesh and blood], that through 
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death he might destroy the one who has the power 

of death, that is, the devil and deliver all those 

who through the fear of death were subject to [it]. 

 

It all goes to say that Jesus has delivered you from 

the strength of sin, the fear of death and the 

power of Satan. Even though you and I will die one 

day, we are victorious over death in Jesus. Death 

does not have the last word. Jesus does. Baptized 

into Jesus, you have life eternal. Baptized into 

Jesus death is the entrance into heaven. Baptized 

into Jesus you get your body back in the 

resurrection of the dead. It will no longer be 

subject to sin - to pandemics - to death. You - in 

both body and soul - will enjoy the glories of 

heaven forever. 

 

Part IV 

Those are the gifts that Jesus has given you in 

your baptism. You have been delivered from sin, 

death and the devil. Though you have been, Jesus 

wants you to be aware of the fact that the devil is 

still your enemy in this life.  

 

Jesus makes that point. In summary he said: 

When a demon has gone out of a man it leaves a 
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void. If the demon comes back and finds a void, he 

will go in and bring seven other spirits more evil 

than itself, and they will enter and dwell there. And 

the last state of the person is worse than the first. 

 

Jesus means to say that when the devil is cast out 

of hearts by baptism, the void must be filled. If it 

is not, then the devil will return with even more 

force and vehemence. He will fill the heart with 

false belief - with desires of the flesh - with feeling 

that our security is in the “here and now.”  

 

Let me clarify: The “here and now” is important. It 

is important that we do what we can to beat this 

pandemic - that we work with our leaders to do so. 

After all, God calls us his baptized children to: 

Seek the peace of the land - or, as the catechism 

puts it - to assist our country’s officials and to 

promote our country’s general welfare.  

 

That means God calls on us to listen, follow and 

honor our leaders - to show compassion for the 

sick, the worried, the hurting. God gives us our 

civic and medical leaders as gifts from him. 
Through them God cares for us.  
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In other words, bad things like this pandemic 

remind us that we depend upon God. We depend 

upon him to give us the gifts we need to fight this 

pandemic - and more importantly to see where our 

highest good is. Our highest good is God and his 

Word. The void in the heart must be filled with 

God’s Word. Jesus' words, then, are a call for you 

and me - the baptized to stay in God’s Word. It is 

only in God’s Word that we have the security we 

need for beyond the “here and now”. 

 

Part V 

That brings us to the end of our text - what this 

text is driving at. At the end a woman in the crowd 

cried out: Blessed is the womb that bore you, and 

the breasts that nursed you! She saw blessedness 

in the blood ties between mother and Son. 

 

Jesus does not deny that his mother, Mary, was 

blessed. Yet, Jesus uses the opportunity to speak 

to a higher blessing: Blessed are those who hear 

the word of God and keep it! The highest blessing 

is not having familial blood ties to Jesus. The 

highest blessing is to hear his Word and keep it. 
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...and, that Word of God says: All flesh is grass, 

and all its beauty is like the flower of the field, the 

grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of 

the LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, but the Word 

of our God will stand forever. 

 

Jesus is that Word of God. He is the Word of God 

wrapped in human flesh. He stands forever. God 

has stood you in him by the waters of baptism. 

God keeps you standing in him by means of his 

word. Standing in Jesus by faith, the devil has lost 

his hold over you, the bad in the world will not 

have the last word, heaven is your home. Come 

what may, here is your security. It is in Jesus. 

Amen! 
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