
 
Vespers, p. 120 

 
Service Note: Today is March 25th. If you think about it, that means it is 9 months until 
Christmas.  No. It is not Christmas yet. Yet, the church has set aside March 25th to remember the 
Annunciation - that Christmas is coming. In other words, on March 25, it remembers that God 
sent the angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary.  Gabriel announced to her that she would be the one 
to carry the Savior of the world in her womb and give birth to Him. 
 
So, tonight we will see that God came into our world in the womb of the woman He chose to be 
His mother, Mary. In the womb of His mother Jesus was tenderly cared for, nourished and 
protected. At the same time, we will see how Jesus as a grown man was beaten by Pilate’s 
soldiers. It spoke to a deeper reality - the reality that Jesus entered His mother’s womb to suffer 
the rod of His Father’s anger against our sin. He did so that we might be spared eternal 
punishment. 
 
1. Hymn: #267: 1-4, “From East to West” 
 
2. Confession of Sin, p. 120 
P:  Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, to 
render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His most 
worthy praise, to hear His holy word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, those 
things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and 
bow down before Him. Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by 
His infinite grace and mercy. 
 
C:  Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against Your 
holy law. We have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not done 
those things which we should have done. Have mercy on us, O Lord! Spare us, according to 
the promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, Our Lord. For His sake grant that 
we may live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name. 
 
P:  The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, grace 
for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
3. The Versicles, p. 120 
P:  O Lord, open my lips. 
C:  ♪And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 



P:  Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
C:  ♪Make haste to help me, O Lord. 
All: ♪Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forever more. Amen. 
 
5. The Lessons:  

Luke 1: 
26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And having come in, the angel said to her, 
“Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!” 
29 But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of 
greeting this was. 30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a 
Son, and shall call His name Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 33 And He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” 

34 Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I do not know a man?” 

35 And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be 
born will be called the Son of God. 36 Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also 
conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called 
barren. 37 For with God nothing will be impossible.” 

38 Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to 
your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

The Psalmody: Psalm 40:
L: I said, `“Behold, I come;/ In the scroll of the book it is `written of me.  
C: I delight to do Your `will, O my God,/ And Your law is `within my heart.”
L: I have proclaimed the good news of righteousness In the `great assembly;/ Indeed, I do not 
restrain my lips, O LORD, `You Yourself know.
C I have not hidden Your righteousness `within my heart;/ I have declared Your 
faithfulness and `Your salvation;
L: I have not concealed Your lovingkind`ness and Your truth/ From the `great assembly.
C: Do not withhold Your tender mercies `from me, O LORD;/ Let Your lovingkindness 
and Your truth continual`ly preserve me.
L: For innumerable evils have `surrounded me;/ My iniquities have overtaken me, so that I am 
not ab`le to look up;
C: They are more than the `hairs of my head;/ Therefore `my heart fails me.



L: Be pleased, O LORD, to `deliver me;/ O LORD, make `haste to help me!
C: Let them be ashamed and brought to mutu`al confusion/ Who seek to `destroy my life;
L: Let them be driven backward and brought `to dishonor/ Who `wish me evil.
C: Let them be confounded be`cause of their shame,/ Who say to me, `“Aha, aha!”
L: Let all those who seek You rejoice and `be glad in You;/ Let such as love Your salvation say 
continually, “The LORD `be magnified!”
C: But I am `poor and needy;/ Yet the LORD `thinks upon me.
L: You are my help and my `deliverer;/ Do not delay, `O my God.  

Matthew 27: 
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the 
whole garrison around Him. 28 And they stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. 29 
When they had twisted a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right 
hand. And they bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!” 30 Then they spat on Him, and took the reed and struck Him on the head. 31 And 
when they had mocked Him, they took the robe off Him, put His own clothes on Him, 
and led Him away to be crucified. 

32 Now as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. Him they 
compelled to bear His cross. 33 And when they had come to a place called Golgotha, that 
is to say, Place of a Skull, 34 they gave Him sour wine mingled with gall to drink. But 
when He had tasted it, He would not drink. 

35 Then they crucified Him, and divided His garments, casting lots, that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet: 

“They divided My garments among them, 

And for My clothing they cast lots.” 

36 Sitting down, they kept watch over Him there. 37 And they put up over His head the 
accusation written against Him: 

THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

38 Then two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right and another on the left. 

39 And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads 40 and saying, “You 
who destroy the temple and build it in three days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of 
God, come down from the cross.” 

41 Likewise the chief priests also, mocking with the scribes and elders, said, 42 “He 
saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come 



down from the cross, and we will believe Him. 43 He trusted in God; let Him deliver 
Him now if He will have Him; for He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ” 

44 Even the robbers who were crucified with Him reviled Him with the same thing. 

 
The Explanation to the Second Article: 

All: I believe that Jesus Christ is true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and 
also true man, born of the virgin Mary; and that He is my Lord, Who has redeemed 
me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from 
death and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 
precious blood, and with His innocent suffering and death; in order that I might be 
His own, live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence and blessedness; even as He is risen from the dead, lives 
and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 

 
6. The Chief Hymn: #334:1,2,4,6 “O Sacred Head” 
 
7. The Sermon: “Silence Before a Garrison” 
 
8. Hymn #331:1,5 “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” 
 
10. The Versicle, p. 122 
P:  Let my prayers be set before You as incense: 
C:  ♪And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice 
 
11. The Canticle: The Magnificat, p. 123 
All: ♪My soul / magnifies the Lord... And my spirit rejoices in / God my Savior. 
For He / has regarded... The low estate of / His handmaiden; 
For be-/-hold, from henceforth... all generations shall / call me blessed. 
For He that is mighty has / done to me great things… And ho-/-ly is His name. 
And His mercy is on / those that fear Him...From generation to / generation. 
He has shown / strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagi-/-nation of 
their hearts. 
He has put down the / mighty from their thrones...And exalted those / of low degree. 
He has filled the / hungry with good things...And the rich He has sent / empty away. 
He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance / of His mercy...As He spoke to our 
fathers, to Abraham and to his / seed forever. 
Glory be to the Father / and to the Son... and to / the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and / ever shall be... forev-/-er more. Amen. 



 
12. The Prayers, beginning with The Kyrie, p. 124 
All: ♪Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
13.  The Lord's Prayer  
All: ♪Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
14.  The Collect 
P:  Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us and with 
Your whole Church. Abide with us in the end of the day, in the end of our life, and in the end of 
the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, 
with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation 
comes upon us, the night of fear and despair when death shall come. Abide with us and with all 
the faithful through time and eternity. C: ♪ Amen. 
 
15.  The Benedicamus 
P:  Let us bless the Lord. C: ♪Thanks be to God. 
 
16.  The benediction 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. C: ♪Amen. 
 
17. Closing Hymn: #593 
 
 
 
 
 
 


