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Easter 3 

The Service of Preparation 

1.The Entrance Hymn: #343:1,4,5,6, “Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands”

2. The Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit C: ♪ Amen.

3. The Confession and Absolution I
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our Father, 
beseeching Him in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the Name of 
the Lord.
C: ♪ Who made heav’ n and earth. 
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord; 
C: ♪ And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins. 
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you 
have sinned, and do you repent of your sins? C: I do.
P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire forgiveness 
in His name? C: I do.
P: Upon this your confession, I by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the word, 
announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. May He 
comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, and strengthen you by His Sacraments, that your joy may be 
full. Peace be with you!  C: Amen.

4, 5. Introit/Gloria Patri 
L: ♪L: The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. Al / le -lu-ia! ... By the word of the Lord the / heavens 
were made. 
C: Rejoice in the Lord / O you righteous! ... For praise from the upright / is beautiful. 
All: Glory be to the Father, / and to the Son, and to / the Holy Ghost; as it was in the be- / -ginning, 
is now, and ever shall be: forever- / -more. A-men. 

6. The Kyrie Eleison
C: ♪ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us

7. The Gloria In Excelsis, p. 64
I: ♪ Glory be to God on high:
II: And on earth peace, good will toward men.
I: We praise You, we bless You, we worship You.
II: We glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.
I,II: O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.
I: O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
II: O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
I: You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.



II: You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
I,II: You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
I: For You only are holy,
II: You only are the Lord.
I,II: You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

8. The Salutation
P: The Lord be with you. C: ♪ And with your spirit.

9. Collect:  O God, by the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world: Grant to Your faithful 
people perpetual gladness, and those whom You have delivered from the danger of everlasting death, 
make partakers of eternal joys ; through the same Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. C: ♪ Amen.

The Service of the Word 

10. The Old Testament Lesson: Ezekiel 34:11-16 

 ‘For thus says the Lord God: “Indeed I Myself will search for My sheep and seek them out. As a shepherd 
seeks out his flock on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out My sheep and deliver 
them from all the places where they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day. And I will bring them out 
from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own land; I will feed 
them on the mountains of Israel, in the valleys and in all the inhabited places of the country. I will feed 
them in good pasture, and their fold shall be on the high mountains of Israel. There they shall lie down in 
a good fold and feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I will feed My flock, and I will make them 
lie down,” says the Lord God. “I will seek what was lost and bring back what was driven away, bind up the 
broken and strengthen what was sick; but I will destroy the fat and the strong, and feed them in 
judgment.”

11. Gradual
L: ♪ Al / le-lu-ia! … Christ / our Pass-ov-er
C: Was sacrificed/ for us … Al / le-lu-ia!

12. Epistle: I Peter 2:21-25

 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should 
follow His steps:

 “Who committed no sin,
Nor was deceit found in His mouth”;

 who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed 
Himself to Him who judges righteously; who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, 
having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed. For you were like 
sheep going astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

13.The Alleluia 
L: Al / le-lu-ia! … The Lord / is risen!
C: He is / risen indeed! Al / le-lu-ia!



14. Gospel: The Holy Gospel is written in the 10th chapter of the Gospel according to 
St. John, beginning at the 11th verse. (rise )

C: ♪ Glory be to You, O Lord!

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. But a hireling, he who is not the 
shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and 
the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. The hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not 
care about the sheep. I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. As the 
Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. And other sheep I 
have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one 
flock and one shepherd.

C: ♪ Praise be to You O Christ

15. The Nicene Creed
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before 

all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third 
day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life † of the 
world to come. Amen.

16. The Chief Hymn: #368, “The Lord My Faithful Shepherd Is”

17. Sermon Text/Theme:  John 10:11-16 - The Good Shepherd Gives His Life for You
P: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and mind in Christ Jesus 
unto everlasting life. Amen.

18. The Offertory The Offertory Hymn: #370, “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 

19. The Prayer of the Church

23. The Lord’s Prayer (sung in unison)
♪ Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen

25. The Collect III
P:Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we 
may so hear them, read, mark, learn and take them to heart, that by the patience and comfort of Your 
Holy Word we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: ♪  Amen. 



26.The Benediction
L:The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give + you peace.
C: ♪  Amen, amen, amen.

27. The Closing Hymn: #356, “The Day of Resurrection” 


