Office of Compline
The Versicles and Gloria Patri
P: The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.
C: Amen.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord:
C: Who made heaven and earth.
P: Restore us again, O God of our salvation.
C: And put away Your anger toward us.
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
C: Make haste to help me, O Lord.
All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in
the beginning is now and ever shall be forevermore. Amen.
The Confession of Sin
P: Almighty God, heavenly Father, I have sinned against You through my own
fault in thought, word and deed. For the sake of the suffering, death and
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me; forgive me all my sins
and bring me to everlasting life.
C: Amen!
The Psalm Tonight’s psalm, Psalm 86, is the appointed psalm for Trinity 15. Below are the
first seven verses of the psalm:
Bow down Your ear, `O Lord, hear me;/ For I am `poor and needy.
2
Preserve my life, for `I am holy;/ You are my God; Save Your servant `who
trusts in You!
3
Be merciful `to me, O Lord,/ For I cry to `You all day long.
4
Rejoice the soul `of Your servant,/ For to You, O Lord, I `lift up my soul.
5
For You, Lord, are good, and read`y to forgive,/ And abundant in mercy to
all those who `call upon You.
`6 Give ear, `Lord, to my prayer;/ And attend to the voice of my
`supplications.
7
In the day of my trouble I will `call upon You,/ For You `will answer me.
All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it
was in the beginning is now and ever shall be forevermore. Amen.

Today’s devotion is from one of Luther's sermons for Trinity 15. The text is
Matthew 6: 24-34. The first verses of the text are cited below:
“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot
serve God and mammon.
“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or
what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life
more than food and the body more than clothing?
The devotion:
5. God here contrasts {mammon (that is, money and goods) and God] as
enemies to one another, and concludes, if you love and cleave to one of
these two, then you must hate and despise the other.
6. But who are they that love God, and cleave not to gold and worldly
possessions? Take a good look at the whole world, also the Christians, and
see if they despise gold and riches. It requires an effort to hear the Gospel
and to live according to it. God be praised, we have the Gospel; that no one
can deny, but what do we do with it? We are concerned only about learning
and knowing it, and nothing more; we think it is enough to know it, and do
not care whether we ever live according to it. However, on the other hand,
one is very anxious when he leaves lying in the window or in the room a
dollar or two, yea, even a dime, then he worries and fears lest the money be
stolen; but the same person can do without the Gospel through a whole year.
7. Here we see what and who we are.
8. Now the world cannot conceal its unbelief in its coarse, outward sins, for I
see it loves a dollar more than Christ … I can hear the Gospel daily, but it
does not profit me every day; it may indeed happen, if I have heard it a
whole year, the Holy Spirit may have been given to me only one hour. Now
when I enjoyed this hour I obtained not only five hundred dollars, but also
the riches of the whole world; for what have I not, when I have the Gospel? I
received God, who made the silver and the gold, and all that is upon the

earth; for I acquired the Spirit by which I know that I will be kept by him
forever; that is much more than if I had the [bank] full of money.
16. The sum of all is, it is God’s will that we serve not gold and riches, and
that we be not over anxious for our life; but that we labor and commend our
anxiety to him. Whoever possesses riches is lord of the riches. Whoever
serves them, is their slave and does not possess them, but they possess him.
17. [However], he is a lord of mammon who lays hold of and uses it for the
sake of those who need it and lets God rule, who says in Luke 6:38. Give,
and it shall be given unto you.

Responsory and Lord's Prayer
P: Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
P: C: For you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth.
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
C: Into Your hand, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
P: Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of Your eye.
C: Hide us under the shadow of Your wings.
All: Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
All: Our Father…
P: O Lord, hear my prayer:
C: And let my cry come to You.
The Collect
P: O Lord, visit this church and our dwellings, and drive far from them all snares of
the enemy; let Your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and may
Your blessing be upon us evermore; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Canticle
P: Preserve us, O Lord, while waking and guard us while sleeping, that awake we
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.
C: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word;
for my eyes have seen Your Salvation which You have prepared before the
face of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory of Your people
Israel.
Preserve us, O Lord, while waking and guard us while sleeping, that awake we
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.
P: Let us bless the Lord:
C: Thanks be to God.
P: The almighty and most merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
bless and preserve us.
C:Amen.
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