
Office of Compline 
 
The Versicles and Gloria Patri 
P: The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.  
C: Amen. 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord:  
C: Who made heaven and earth. 
P: Restore us again, O God of our salvation.  
C: And put away Your anger toward us. 
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.  
C: Make haste to help me, O Lord. 
All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 
the beginning is now and ever shall be forevermore. Amen. 
 
The Confession of Sin 
P: Almighty God, heavenly Father, I have sinned against You through my own 
fault in thought, word and deed. For the sake of the suffering, death and 
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me; forgive me all my sins 
and bring me to everlasting life.  
C: Amen!  
 
The Psalm -  
Tonight’s psalm, Psalm 74, is the appointed psalm for Trinity 13. Below are the 
first twe verses of the psalm: 

O God, why have You cast us `off forever?/ Why does Your anger smoke 
against the sheep `of Your pasture? 
2 Remember Your `congregation,/ which You have `purchased of old, 
All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it 
was in the beginning is now and ever shall be forevermore. Amen. 

 
Today’s devotion is from one of Luther's sermons for Trinity 13. The text is Luke 
10: 25-37: 

And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, 
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in 



the law? What is your reading of it?” So he answered and said, “ ‘You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’ ” And He 
said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.” 

But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell among [i]thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, 
wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a certain 
priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the 
other side. Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, 
and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, 
came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. So he went 
to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on 
his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. On the next 
day, [j]when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the 
innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you 
spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ So which of these three do you 
think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” And he said, “He 
who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

The devotion: 
25. This Samaritan of course is our Lord Jesus Christ himself, who has 
shown his love toward God and his neighbor. Toward God, in that he was 
obedient to him, came down from heaven and became man, and thus 
fulfilled the will of his Father; toward his neighbor, in that he immediately 
after his baptism began to preach, to do wonders, to heal the sick. And in 
short, he did no work that centered in himself alone, but all his acts centered 
in his neighbor.  
 
26. When he entered upon that high mission … [He] said: Father, here you 
have all, my bodily life, my glory and honor, which I had among the people; 
all this I give as it is for thy sake, that the world may know how I love thee. 
My Father, let my wisdom perish, so that the world may look upon me as 
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most foolish. Let me be the most despised, who was heretofore praised by all 
the world. Now I am the worst murderer, who before was friendly, useful 
and serviceable to the whole world. Dear Father, all this I despise, only that I 
may not be disobedient to thee.  
 
27. This is the Samaritan who came uninvited, and fulfilled the law with his 
whole heart. For only he fulfilled the law, and no one can deprive him of this 
honor. He alone merits it, and well maintains it all alone. Now this would be 
no special comfort for us; but that he has compassion on the poor wounded 
man, takes him under his care, binds his wounds, takes him into the inn and 
waits on him, this avails for us.  
 
28. The man who here lies half dead, wounded and stripped of his clothing, 
is Adam and all mankind. The murderers are the devils who robbed and 
wounded us, and left us lying prostrate half dead. We still struggle a little for 
life; but there lies horse and man, we cannot help ourselves to our feet, and if 
we were left thus lying we would have to die by reason of our great anguish 
and lack of nourishment; maggots would grow in our wounds, followed by 
great misery and distress.  
 
29. The parable stands in bold relief, and pictures us perfectly, what we are 
and can do with our boasted reason and free will. If the poor wounded man 
had desired to help himself, it would only have been worse for him, he 
would only have done harm to himself and irritated his wounds, and only 
prepared more misery and distress for himself. 
 
32. But Christ, the true Samaritan, takes the poor man to himself as his own, 
goes to him and does not require the helpless one to come to him; for here is 
no merit, but pure grace and mercy; and he binds up his wounds, cares for 
him and pours in oil and wine, this is the whole Gospel from beginning to 
end. He pours in oil when grace is preached, as when one says: Behold thou 
poor man, here is your unbelief, here is your condemnation, here you are 
wounded and sore. Wait! All this I will cure with the Gospel. Behold, here 



cling firmly to this Samaritan, to Christ the Savior, he will help you, and 
nothing else in heaven or on earth will. You know very well that oil softens, 
thus also the sweet, loving preaching of the Gospel gives me a soft, mild 
heart toward God and my neighbor, so that I risk my bodily life for the sake 
of Christ my Lord and his Gospel, if God and necessity require it. 

 
Responsory and Lord's Prayer 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
P: C: For you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
C: Into Your hand, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
P: Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of Your eye.  
C: Hide us under the shadow of Your wings. 
 
All: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
All: Our Father… 
 
P: O Lord, hear my prayer: 
C: And let my cry come to You. 
 
The Collect 
P: O Lord, visit this church and our dwellings, and drive far from them all snares of 
the enemy; let Your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and may 
Your blessing be upon us evermore; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Canticle 
P: Preserve us, O Lord, while waking and guard us while sleeping, that awake we 
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
C: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; 
for my eyes have seen Your Salvation which You have prepared before the 



face of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory of Your people 
Israel.  
Preserve us, O Lord, while waking and guard us while sleeping, that awake we 
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 
P: Let us bless the Lord: 
C: Thanks be to God. 
P: The almighty and most merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
bless and preserve us.  
C:Amen. 
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