
Office of Compline 
 
The Versicles and Gloria Patri 
P: The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.  
C: Amen. 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord:  
C: Who made heaven and earth. 
P: Restore us again, O God of our salvation.  
C: And put away Your anger toward us. 
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.  
C: Make haste to help me, O Lord. 
All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 
the beginning is now and ever shall be forevermore. Amen. 
 
The Confession of Sin 
P: Almighty God, heavenly Father, I have sinned against You through my own 
fault in thought, word and deed. For the sake of the suffering, death and 
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me; forgive me all my sins 
and bring me to everlasting life.  
C: Amen!  
 
The Psalm - Psalm 56 (selected verses) 
Be merciful to me, O God, for man would `swallow me up;/ Fighting all day he 
`oppresses me. 
8 You number my wanderings; Put my tears in`to Your bottle;/ Are they `not in 
Your book? 
9 When I cry out to You, Then my ene`mies will turn back;/ This I know, because 
`God is for me. 
10 In God (I `will praise His word),/ In the Lord (I `will praise His word), 
11 In God I have put my trust; I will `not be afraid./ What can `man do to me? 
12 Vows made to You are binding up`on me, O God;/ I will render `praises to You, 
13 For You have delivered `my soul from death./ Have You not kept my `feet from 
falling, 
That I may `walk before God/ In the light `of the living? 



All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 
the beginning is now and ever shall be forevermore. Amen. 

 
 
Today’s devotion is from one of Luther's sermons for Trinity 24. The text is 
Matthew 9:18-19,23-28: 

18 While He spoke these things to them, behold, a ruler came and worshiped 
Him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay Your hand on her 
and she will live.” 19 So Jesus arose and followed him, and so did His 
disciples. 

23 When Jesus came into the ruler’s house, and saw the flute players and the 
noisy crowd wailing, 24 He said to them, “Make room, for the girl is not 
dead, but sleeping.” And they ridiculed Him. 25 But when the crowd was 
put outside, He went in and took her by the hand, and the girl arose. 26 And 
the report of this went out into all that land. 

 
The devotion: 

33. In this passage you hear that Christ says that to him the dying of a person 
is not death, but a sleep, yea, from his point of view none of those who have 
lived and died before our time are dead, but are all alive, as those we see 
standing before us; for he has concluded that all shall live, yea, he holds 
their lives in his hands. For you must here clearly … perceive that this is the 
Lord of all creatures, whether to us they be dead or alive, and that all life 
comes from him and is maintained in and by him, so that if he would not 
maintain life no one could live a single moment.  

 
37. Therefore we should entrust and commend to our true Savior and 
Redeemer ourselves, body, soul and life, with all confidence and joy, just as 
we must commend to him our life without care in our bodily sleep and rest, 
assured that we shall not lose it, but be truly and carefully preserved in his 
hand, maintained and again restored. Here you see, as he shows in reality, 
how easy it is for him to awaken men from the dead and restore them to life, 
as he came to the maiden, took her by the hand, as some one else might do to 



awaken one from sleep, and with a word called, “Maid, arise!” and the 
maiden suddenly arose, as if she had been awakened from sleep. We see 
here neither sleep nor death, but wakefulness and freshness, even as Lazarus 
came forth from his tomb. 
 
38. Behold, this Word of Christ is not a matter of laughter and foolishness to 
faith (as to others among the prudent and the saints according to the law, 
who nevertheless remain in fear and terror of death, have to do with their 
thoughts about death and works), but of great wisdom, by which death and 
all the images of death are swallowed up, and in their place true comfort, joy 
and life are obtained. The act and experience must assuredly follow this 
Word of Christ and faith in his Word cannot fail. Let this be regarded as a 
master-piece and a wonderful work of alchemy or a science, which indeed 
does not turn copper and lead into gold, but turns death into sleep, your 
grave into a soft sofa, the time from the death of Abel until the last day into 
a brief hour, a work which no creature has nor can attempt except through 
faith in Christ. If you can believe this, that is, let the Word of Christ be true 
and not a lie, you have already overcome both death and the sting of death, 
and in their place have obtained sweet rest.  
 
39. Scripture everywhere affords such consolation, which speaks of the 
death of the saints, as if they fell asleep and were gathered to their fathers, 
that is, had overcome death through this faith and comfort in Christ, and 
awaited the resurrection, together with the saints who preceded them in 
death. Therefore the early Christians (undoubtedly from the Apostles or their 
disciples) followed the custom of bringing their dead to honorable burial and 
wherever possible interred them in separate places, which they called, not 
places of burial or grave-yards, but coemeteria, sleepingchambers, 
dormitoria, houses of sleep, names which have remained in use until our 
time; and we Germans from ancient times call such places of burial God’s 
acres, as St. Paul, 1 Corinthians 15:44, says: “It is sown a natural body;” for 
what we now call church-yards were not at first places of burial. This is the 
teaching and comfort of this Gospel lesson. 
 
 



Responsory and Lord's Prayer 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
P: C: For you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
C: Into Your hand, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
P: Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of Your eye.  
C: Hide us under the shadow of Your wings. 
 
All: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
All: Our Father… 
 
P: O Lord, hear my prayer: 
C: And let my cry come to You. 
 
The Collect 
P: O Lord, visit this church and our dwellings, and drive far from them all snares of 
the enemy; let Your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and may 
Your blessing be upon us evermore; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Canticle 
P: Preserve us, O Lord, while waking and guard us while sleeping, that awake we 
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
C: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; 
for my eyes have seen Your Salvation which You have prepared before the 
face of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory of Your people 
Israel.  
Preserve us, O Lord, while waking and guard us while sleeping, that awake we 
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 
P: Let us bless the Lord: 
C: Thanks be to God. 



P: The almighty and most merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
bless and preserve us.  
C:Amen. 
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