
Advent Vespers 1 - Lessons and Psalm 
 
 4. The Psalmody: Psalm 34 

I will bless the `Lord at all times;/ His praise shall continually `be in my mouth. 
2 My soul shall make its `boast in the Lord;/ The humble shall hear of `it and be glad. 
3 Oh, magnify `the Lord with me,/ And let us exalt His `name together. 
4 I sought the Lord, `and He heard me,/ And delivered me `from all my fears. 
5 They looked to Him and `were radiant,/ And their faces `were not ashamed. 
6 This poor man cried out, and `the Lord heard him,/ And saved him out of `all his 
troubles. 
7 The angel of the Lord encamps all around `those who fear Him,/ And `delivers them. 
8 Oh, taste and see that `the Lord is good;/ Blessed is the man `who trusts in Him! 
9 Oh, fear the `Lord, you His saints!/ There is no want to `those who fear Him. 
10 The young lions lack and `suffer hunger;/ But those who seek the Lord shall not lack 
`any good thing. 
11 Come, you children, `listen to me;/ I will teach you the `fear of the Lord. 
12 Who is the man `who desires life,/ And loves many days, that `he may see good? 
13 Keep your `tongue from evil,/ And your lips from `speaking deceit. 
14 Depart from e`vil and do good;/ Seek peace `and pursue it. 
15 The eyes of the Lord are `on the righteous,/ And His ears are o`pen to their cry. 
16 The face of the Lord is against those `who do evil,/ To cut off the remembrance of 
`them from the earth. 
17 The righteous cry out, `and the Lord hears,/ And delivers them out of `all their troubles. 
18 The Lord is near to those who have `a broken heart,/ And saves such as have a `contrite 
spirit. 
19 Many are the afflictions `of the righteous,/ But the Lord delivers him `out of them all. 
20 He guards `all his bones;/ Not one of `them is broken. 
21 Evil shall `slay the wicked,/ And those who hate the righteous `shall be condemned. 
22 The Lord redeems the soul `of His servants,/ And none of those who trust in Him `shall 
be condemned. 
All: ♪Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forever more. Amen. 

 
5.  The Lection with Responsory: 
The First Lesson: Joshua 1:1-9 

After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, it came to pass that the Lord spoke to 
Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, saying: 2 “Moses My servant is dead. Now 
therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving 
to them—the children of Israel. 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I 
have given you, as I said to Moses. 4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the 



great river, the River Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward 
the going down of the sun, shall be your territory. 5 No man shall be able to stand before 
you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave 
you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall 
[a]divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be 
strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which 
Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, 
that you may [b]prosper wherever you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from 
your mouth, but you[c] shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do 
according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and 
then you will have good success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good 
courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever 
you go.” 

 
P:  O Lord, have mercy upon us. C: ♪Thanks be to You, O Lord! 

 
The Second Lesson: Romans 8:35-39 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: 

“For Your sake we are killed all day long; 

We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 

37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For 
I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor 
things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

P:  O Lord, have mercy upon us. C: ♪Thanks be to You, O Lord! 
 
The Third Lesson: Matthew 1:22-25 

22 All this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet, saying: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall 
call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” Then Joseph, being 
aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his 
wife [Mary], 25 and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. 

 
P:  O Lord, have mercy upon us. C: ♪Thanks be to You, O Lord! 

 
6.  A Hymn: #161, “O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is” 
7.  Sermon Text/Theme: Joshua 1:1-9/Seeing Jesus in Joshua: Jesus is God With Us 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+1%3A1-9&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-5858a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+1%3A1-9&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-5859b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+1%3A1-9&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-5860c


 


