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A Celebration of the Christmas Gift  

Pre-Service Music 
 
The King Shall Come (#101)  
(Congregation please stand for Youth processional.) 
Congregation: 
1. The King shall come when morning dawns  
And light triumphant breaks, 
When beauty gilds the eastern hills  
And life to joy awakes. 
 
2. Not as of old a little child,  
To bear and fight and die, 
But crowned with glory like the sun  
That lights the morning sky. 
 

3. O brighter than the rising morn  
When Christ, victorious rose, 
And left the lonesome place of death,  
Despite the rage of foes. 
 
4. O brighter than that glorious morn,  
Shall dawn upon our race, 
The day when Christ in splendor comes 
And we shall see His face. 

Youth: 
5. The King shall come when morning dawns  
And light and beauty brings. 
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray:  
Come quickly, King of kings. 
 
The Versicles 
P: “O Lord, open my lips.” C: “And my mouth shall show forth your praise.” 
P: “Make haste, O God, to deliver me.” C: “Make haste to help me, O Lord.” 
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen.  
 
Psalm 98 ~ Chime Choir & Congregation 
Oh, sing to the `LORD a new song!/ For He has done `marvelous things; 
His right hand and `His holy arm/ have gained Him `the victory. 
The LORD has made known `His salvation;/ His righteousness He has revealed in the 
sight `of the nations. 
He has remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the house `of Israel;/ All the 
ends of the earth have seen the salva`tion of our God. 
Shout joyfully to the `LORD, all the earth;/ Break forth in song, rejoice, `and sing 
praises. 
Sing to the `LORD with the harp,/ With the harp and the `sound of a psalm, 

2 



With trumpets and the `sound of a horn;/ Shout joyfully before `the LORD, the King. 
Let the sea roar, and `all its fullness,/ The world and those `who dwell in it; 
Let the riv`ers clap their hands;/ Let the hills be joyful together `before the LORD, 
For `He is coming/ to ̀judge the earth. 
With righteousness He `shall judge the world,/ And the peoples `with equity. 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son/ and to `the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the be`ginning, is now,/ and ever shall be, forever`more. Amen. 
 
Choral Response ~ Sing With Joy, Glad Voices Lift 
Sing with joy, glad voices lift, honor God, the highest Gift, 
Who such wondrous deeds performs, Who sent His own beloved Son to save us, 
Everlasting life through Him He gave us. Truly, truly! God was born of lowly maid. Out 
of His great love the Father willed it. On this day did He appear, Christ Jesus dear, 
Immanuel, brings to us salvation, saves from death and hell. 
 
See how angels in the sky God in heaven glorify. Sing as they the glad refrain of peace 
on earth, good will to men and blessing, exultation in the song expressing, truly, truly! So 
bless we the Christ Child then, join their chorus, sing again with gladness: Glory be to 
God on high on earth be peace, to men good will. Joy and wonder evermore each heart 
may fill. 
 
The Salutation and Collect 
P: The Lord be with you. C: And with your spirit. 
P: The Collect for the Day. C: Amen. 
  
Devotional by the Pastor 
 
Little Children, Can You Tell?  
Congregation: 
[Dearest] children, can you tell? Do you know the story well, 
Ev’ry girl and ev’ry boy, Why the angels sing for joy 
On the Christmas morning. 
 
 
Youth: 
Yes, we know the story well; Listen now, and hear us tell, 
Ev’ry girl and ev’ry boy, Why the angels sing for joy, 
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On the Christmas morning. 
 
The Christmas Story 
 
Marshall: When we watch and listen to what goes on around us during the holiday 
season, we might get the idea that Christmas is about Santa Claus and presents and family 
celebrations.  
 
Aaron H: But the true story of Christmas is about the Son of God coming to earth to be 
our Savior from sin. 
 
Marshall: The story, found in Luke Chapter 2 verses 1-5, starts with a Roman emperor 
named Caesar Augustus. 
 
Ephraim: And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus 
that all the world should be registered. 
 
Danny: This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 
 
Aaron B: So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 
 
Aaron H: Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 
David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child.  
 
Gwen, Aaron B, & Danny: What does “betrothed” mean? 
 
Marshall: It means they were engaged to be married. 
 
Danny: Don’t people have to get married first, and then have a baby? 
 
Aaron H: Yes, that’s the way it’s supposed to be, but Joseph was not the father of this 
baby. In fact, the father was not a man at all, but God himself.  
 

Aaron B, Gwen, & Danny: God was the father? But why? 
 
Marshall: Well, that’s actually a very long story, a story that took about 4,000 years to 
happen. The entire Old Testament tells us that story, but we’ll try to shorten it up a bit.  
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Aaron H: When God first made people, He made them in His image – perfect and holy, 
like He is. He put them in a beautiful garden called the Garden of Eden, and He told them 
they could eat fruit from all the trees in the garden except the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. God told them that if they ate the fruit from that tree they would die. 
 
Marshall: But Satan caused Adam and Eve to sin by doubting God’s Word. He said: 
“God knows that you won’t surely die, but that you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” (Genesis 3:5) 
 
Aaron H: So Adam and Eve disobeyed God, and brought sin and death upon all people. 
But because of His great love, God promised them a Savior in these words which He 
spoke to Satan: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed 
and her Seed; it shall bruise your head, and you will bruise His heel.” (Genesis 3:15) 
 
The Tree of Life (#302)   
Congregation: 
1 The tree of life with ev’ry good 
In Eden’s holy orchard stood,  
And of its fruit so pure and sweet  
God let the man and woman eat. 
Yet in this garden also grew  
Another tree, of which they knew;  
Its lovely limbs with fruit adorned 
Against whose eating God had warned. 
 
2. The stillness of that sacred grove 
Was broken, as the serpent strove 
With tempting voice to Eve beguile 
And Adam too by sin defile. 
O day of sadness when the breath 
Of fear and darkness, doubt and death,  
Its awful poison first displayed 
Within the world so newly made. 
 

3. What mercy God showed to our race,  
A plan of rescue by His grace; 
In sending One from woman’s seed, 
The One to fill our greatest need –  
For on a tree uplifted high 
His only Son for sin would die, 
Would drink the cup of scorn and dread 
To crush the ancient serpent’s head! 
 
4. Now from that tree of Jesus’ shame 
Flows life eternal in His name;  
For all who trust and will believe, 
Salvation’s living fruit receive.  
And of this fruit so pure and sweet 
The Lord invites the world to eat,  
To find within this cross of wood  
The tree of life with ev’ry good. 
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Ephraim: In the centuries before Jesus came, God made many more promises to remind 
the people about the coming Savior. God told Abraham that he was to be the forefather of 
the promised Savior, saying: “And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
(Genesis 12:3) 
 
Danny: Shortly before his death Jacob prophesied, “The scepter shall not depart from 
Judah, nor a law giver from between his feet, until Shiloh comes; and to Him shall be the 
obedience of the people.” (Genesis 49:10) 
 
Ephraim: Through Moses God promised: “The LORD your God will raise up for you a 
Prophet like me in your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear.” (Deuteronomy 
18:15) 
 
Danny: Even a detailed description of the Savior’s birth, life, and work was given by later 
prophesies. Isaiah foretold the virgin birth when he wrote: “Behold, the Virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14) 
 
Ephraim: And Isaiah describes the coming of the Savior, saying, “For unto us a Child is 
born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His 
name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) 
 
Danny: Jesus’ suffering and death is also foretold by Isaiah, “Surely He has borne our 
griefs and carried our sorrows; He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised 
for our iniquities, the chastisement for OUR peace was upon Him.” (Isaiah 53:4-5) 
 
Ephraim: The place of His birth was proclaimed by Micah, “But you, Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come 
forth to Me the One to be ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting.” (Micah 5:2) 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem (#137) 
Congregation: 
O Little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie;  
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 
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For Christ is born of Mary, And, gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep Their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth! 
And praises sing to God the King, And peace to all on earth. 
 
How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heav’n. 
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him still, The dear Christ enters in. 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in, Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 
 
Danny: For many centuries God’s people believed these promises and watched and 
waited for the coming of the Savior. When at last the fullness of the time was come, God 
sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, to redeem those that were 
under the Law, that they might be adopted as Children of the Heavenly Father. This 
redemption was not only for the people living long ago. We, too, because of our sin, are 
under the curse of sin, and need Jesus to be our Savior. We are redeemed for heaven 
through Him alone,  
 
All Youth: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) 
 
Savior of the Nations, Come (#90)  
Youth: 
Savior of the nations, come; Virgin’s Son, make here Thy home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth. 
 
Congregation: 
Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God  
Was the Word of God made flesh – Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 
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Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child Of the Virgin undefiled!  
Though by all the world disowned, Still to be in heav’n enthroned. 
 
From the Father forth He came And returneth to the same, 
Captive leading death and hell – High the song of triumph swell! 
 
Thou, the Father’s only Son, Hast o’er sin the vict’ry won.  
Boundless shall Thy kingdom be; When shall we its glories see? 
 
Brightly doth Thy manger shine, Glorious is its light divine. 
Let not sin o’ercloud this light; Ever be our faith thus bright. 
 
Praise to God the Father sing, Praise to God the Son, our King, 
Praise to God the Spirit be Ever and eternally. 
 
Aaron B: So now you see why it is that God Himself is the Father of Mary’s first born 
Son. And, because God is His Father, this baby is no ordinary baby, He is both God and 
Man; True God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the 
virgin Mary. 
 
All Youth: And He is my redeemer who has purchased and won me from all sin, from 
death and from the power of the devil;  
 
Marshall: Not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood, and with His 
innocent suffering and death; in order that I might be His own, live under Him in His 
kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness; even 
as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.  
 
All Youth: This is most certainly true.  
 
God Loves Me Dearly (#175)  
Youth: God loves me dearly, Grants me salvation, God loves me dearly, Loves even me.  
Therefore I’ll say again: God loves me dearly, God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 
 
I was in slav’ry, Sin, death, and darkness; God’s love was working To make me free. 
Therefore I’ll say again: God loves me dearly, God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 
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Congregation: 
He sent forth Jesus, My dear Redeemer, He sent forth Jesus And set me free. 
Therefore I’ll say again: God loves me dearly, God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 
 
Youth: 
Jesus, my Savior, Himself did offer; Jesus my Savior, Paid all I owed.  
Therefore I’ll say again: God loves me dearly, God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 
 
All: Now will I praise You, O Love Eternal; Now will I praise You All my life long. 
Therefore I’ll say again: God loves me dearly, God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 
 
Aaron B: So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be 
delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling 
cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. (Luke 
2:6-7) 
 
Gwen & Danny: You mean the baby Jesus had to sleep where the animals eat? 
 
Aaron H: Yes, what humble, quiet circumstances for the most wonderful birth of all time. 
No bells were ringing to tell of the birth of a King. No friends or neighbors were there to 
rejoice with Mary and Joseph. But God, Himself, arranged for the Good News to be told 
by one of His angelic messengers, and heavenly music was sung over the fields around 
Bethlehem, as a host of angels burst forth to fill the sky with the first Christmas song 
service. 
 
Away in a Manger (#119 Traditional Melody)  
Youth: 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  
The little Lord Jesus lay down His sweet head.  
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay,  
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.  
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care 
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
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Marshall: Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. (Luke 2:8) 
 
Aaron B: And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. (Luke 2:9) 
 
Aaron H: Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:10-11) 
 
Marshall: And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling 
cloths, lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:12) 
 
Aaron B: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying,  
 
All Youth: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 
(Luke 2:13-14) 
 
Duet ~ O Holy Night  
 
Marshall, Aaron H, & Gwen: But why were the shepherds afraid? They should have been 
glad that the Savior had come. 
 
Ephraim: That’s true, but until the angels told them what was happening, they didn’t 
know that the Savior had come. But after they found out what all the bright lights and 
singing and commotion was about, the shepherds did not just sit around and do nothing 
about the wondrous sight they had seen and the message they had heard. Listen now as 
we hear what they did. 
 
Danny: So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” (Luke 2:15) 
 
Ephraim: And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a 
manger. Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was 
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told them concerning this Child. And all those who heard it marveled at those things 
which were told them by the shepherds. (Luke 2:16-18) 
 
Aaron B: But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. Then the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and 
seen, as it was told them. (Luke 2:19) 
 
Ephraim: Our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly await for the Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. “Behold! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God!” (Philippians 3:20; Acts 7:56) 
 
Hark the Herald Angels Sing (#125 vs. 1-3) ~ Chime Choir & Congregation  
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a Virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the God-head see, Hail th’incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man to man to dwell; Jesus, our Immanuel! 
Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
 
Hail, the heav’nly Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild, He leaves His throne on high, Born that man no more may die; 
Born to raise the sons of earth; Born to give them second birth, 
Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
All Youth: And that’s the true story of Christmas! 
 
From Heaven Above to Earth I Come (#123 vs. 13-15) 
Congregation: 
Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 
Within my heart, that it may be A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 
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My heart for very joy doth leap; My lips no more can silence keep. 
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue That sweetest ancient cradle-song: 
 
Glory to God in highest heav’n, Who unto us His Son hath giv’n! 
While angels sing with pious mirth A glad new year to all the earth. 
 
The Benediction 
Candles may be turned on 
 
Silent Night (#140) 
Congregation: 
Silent night! Holy Night! All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon Virgin mother and Child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night! Holy Night! Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories streams from heaven afar; Heav’nly host sing, Alleluia;  
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born! 
 
Silent night! Holy Night! Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
 
(Youth proceed out) 
Silent night! Holy Night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.  
 
Thank you to all who participated this evening. 
The service was assembled and written by Pastor Robert Lawson 
of the ELS with slight adaptation. Used by permission. 
Duet: Carlyn Staudt & Brad Hall 
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