
Office of Compline (Abbreviated) 
 
The Versicle 
The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. Amen. 
 
The Confession of Sin 
Let us pray: Almighty God, heavenly Father, I have sinned against You through 
my own fault in thought, word and deed. For the sake of the suffering, death and 
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me; forgive me all my sins 
and bring me to everlasting life. Amen! 
 
The Lesson 

Joshua 6:1-20  
Now Jericho was securely shut up because of the children of Israel; none 
went out, and none came in. 2 And the Lord said to Joshua: “See! I have 
given Jericho into your hand, its king, and the mighty men of valor. 3 You 
shall march around the city, all you men of war; you shall go all around the 
city once. This you shall do six days. 4 And seven priests shall bear seven 
trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. But the seventh day you shall march 
around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5 It 
shall come to pass, when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and 
when you hear the sound of the trumpet, that all the people shall shout with 
a great shout; then the wall of the city will fall down flat. And the people 
shall go up every man straight before him.” 

6 Then Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up 
the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams’ 
horns before the ark of the Lord.” 7 And he said to the people, “Proceed, and 
march around the city, and let him who is armed advance before the ark of 
the Lord.” 

8 So it was, when Joshua had spoken to the people, that the seven priests 
bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the Lord advanced and 
blew the trumpets, and the ark of the covenant of the Lord followed them. 9 
The armed men went before the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear 



guard came after the ark, while the priests continued blowing the trumpets. 
10 Now Joshua had commanded the people, saying, “You shall not shout or 
make any noise with your voice, nor shall a word proceed out of your 
mouth, until the day I say to you, ‘Shout!’ Then you shall shout.” 11 So he 
had the ark of the Lord circle the city, going around it once. Then they came 
into the camp and lodged in the camp. 

12 And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of 
the Lord. 13 Then seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
before the ark of the Lord went on continually and blew with the trumpets. 
And the armed men went before them. But the rear guard came after the ark 
of the Lord, while the priests continued blowing the trumpets. 14 And the 
second day they marched around the city once and returned to the camp. So 
they did six days. 

15 But it came to pass on the seventh day that they rose early, about the 
dawning of the day, and marched around the city seven times in the same 
manner. On that day only they marched around the city seven times. 16 And 
the seventh time it happened, when the priests blew the trumpets, that Joshua 
said to the people: “Shout, for the Lord has given you the city! 17 Now the 
city shall be doomed by the Lord to destruction, it and all who are in it. Only 
Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all who are with her in the house, 
because she hid the messengers that we sent. 18 And you, by all means 
abstain from the accursed things, lest you become accursed when you take of 
the accursed things, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it. 19 
But all the silver and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron, are 
[b]consecrated to the Lord; they [c]shall come into the treasury of the Lord.” 

20 So the people shouted when the priests blew the trumpets. And it 
happened when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people 
shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat. Then the people went 
up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city. 

 
The Sermon 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-5969b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-5969c


 

 
The Prayers 

Let us pray: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, we implore you, to prepare the way of your 
only begotten Son, so that when he comes in glory we may be found ready, 
standing in him by faith; and serve you with a pure and ready will, through the 
same your Son, Jesus Christ,  Our Lord we pray. Amen 
 
O Lord, visit our church and our dwellings, and drive far from them all snares of 
the enemy; let Your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and may 
Your blessing be upon us evermore; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Canticle 
Preserve us, O Lord, while waking and guard us while sleeping, that awake we 
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 
The Benediction 
The almighty and most merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
bless and preserve us. Amen. 
 
 
 


