Office of Compline
The Versicles and Gloria Patri
P: The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.
C: Amen.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord:
C: Who made heaven and earth.
P: Restore us again, O God of our salvation.
C: And put away Your anger toward us.
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
C: Make haste to help me, O Lord.
All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in
the beginning is now and ever shall be forevermore. Amen.
The Confession of Sin
P: Almighty God, heavenly Father, I have sinned against You through my own
fault in thought, word and deed. For the sake of the suffering, death and
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me; forgive me all my sins
and bring me to everlasting life.
C: Amen!
The Hymn: “In House and Home”
1. In house and home where man and wife
Together lead a godly life,
By deeds their faith confessing!
There many a happy day is spent;
There Jesus gladly will consent
To tarry with His blessing.
2. If thou hast given Him thine heart,
The place of honor set apart
For Him each night and morrow,
Then He the storms of life will calm,
Will bring for ev’ry wound a balm,
And change to joy thy sorrow.

4. O Lord, we come before Thy face;
In ev’ry home bestow Thy grace
On children, father, mother.
Relieve their wants, their burdens ease,
Let them together dwell in peace
And love to one another!
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The Scripture: John 2:1-11
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of
Jesus was there. 2 Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the
wedding. 3 And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him,
“They have no wine.”
4 Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me?
My hour has not yet come.”
5 His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.”
6 Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner
of purification of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece. 7
Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with water.” And they filled them up
to the brim. 8 And He said to them, “Draw some out now, and take it to the
master of the feast.” And they took it. 9 When the master of the feast had
tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from
(but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast
called the bridegroom. 10 And he said to him, “Every man at the beginning
sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the
inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!”
11 This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and [a]manifested
His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.

The devotion:
By this miracle [Jesus]confirms marriage as the work and institution of God,
no matter how common or how lowly it appears in the eyes of men, God
none the less acknowledges his own work and loves it.
Since then marriage has the foundation and consolation, that it is instituted
by God and that God loves it, and that Christ himself so honors and comforts
it, everybody ought to prize and esteem it, and the heart ought to be glad,
that it is surely the state God loves and cheerfully endure every burden in it,
even though the burdens be ten times heavier than they are. For this is the
reason there is so much care and unpleasantness in marriage to the outward
man, because everything that is God’s Word and work, if it is to be blessed
at all, must be distasteful, bitter and burdensome to the outward man.
On this account marriage is a state that cultivates and exercises faith in God
and love to our neighbor by means of manifold cares, labors,
unpleasantnesses, crosses and all kinds of adversities, that are to follow
everything that is God’s Word and work.
[T]his is what Christ also indicates by his readiness to supply any want
arising in marriage, bestowing wine where it is needed, and making it of
water; as though he would say: Must you drink water, that is, suffer
affliction outwardly, and is this distasteful? Very well, I will sweeten it for
you and change the water into wine, so that your affliction will be your joy
and delight. I will not do this by taking the water away or having it poured
out; it shall remain, yea, I will have it poured in and the vessels filled up to
the brim. For I will not deprive Christian marriage of its cares and trials, but
rather add to it. The thing shall be wondrous, so that none, except they
themselves who experience it, shall understand it.
It shall be on this wise: God’s Word shall do it, by which all things are
made, preserved and transformed; that Word which turns your water into
wine.
Sermons of Martin Luther, Vol. 2, Lenker, p. 56

Responsory and Lord's Prayer
P: Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
P: C: For you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth.
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
C: Into Your hand, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
P: Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of Your eye.
C: Hide us under the shadow of Your wings.
All: Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
All: Our Father…
P: O Lord, hear my prayer:
C: And let my cry come to You.
The Collect
P: O Lord, visit this church and our dwellings, and drive far from them all snares of
the enemy; let Your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and may
Your blessing be upon us evermore; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
The Canticle
P: Preserve us, O Lord, while waking and guard us while sleeping, that awake we
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.
C: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word;
for my eyes have seen Your Salvation which You have prepared before the
face of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory of Your people
Israel.
Preserve us, O Lord, while waking and guard us while sleeping, that awake we
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.
P: Let us bless the Lord:
C: Thanks be to God.

P: The almighty and most merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
bless and preserve us.
C:Amen.
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