
Office of Compline 
 
The Versicles and Gloria Patri 
P: The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.  
C: Amen. 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord:  
C: Who made heaven and earth. 
P: Restore us again, O God of our salvation.  
C: And put away Your anger toward us. 
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.  
C: Make haste to help me, O Lord. 
All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 
the beginning is now and ever shall be forevermore. Amen. 
 
The Confession of Sin 
P: Almighty God, heavenly Father, I have sinned against You through my own 
fault in thought, word and deed. For the sake of the suffering, death and 
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me; forgive me all my sins 
and bring me to everlasting life.  
C: Amen!  
 
The Hymn: Salvation Unto Us Is Come, #227, Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary  

1. Salvation unto us is come 
By God’s free grace and favor. 
Good works cannot avert our doom; 
They help and save us never. 
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, 
Who did for all the world atone; 
He is our one Redeemer. 
  
2. What God doth in His law demand 
No man to Him could render. 
Before this Judge all guilty stand; 
His law speaks curse in thunder. 
The law demands a perfect heart; 



We were defiled in ev’ry part, 
And lost was our condition. 
  
5. Still all the law fulfilled must be, 
Else we were lost forever, 
Then God His Son sent down that He 
Might us from doom deliver; 
He all the law for us fulfilled 
And thus His Father’s anger stilled 
Which over us impended. 
  
6. As Christ hath full atonement made 
And brought to us salvation, 
So may each Christian now be glad 
And build on this foundation: 
Thy grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 
Thy death is now my life indeed, 
For Thou hast paid my ransom. 

 
10. Faith to the cross of Christ doth cling 
And rests in Him securely; 
And forth from it good works must spring 
As fruits and tokens surely; 
Still faith doth justify alone, 
Works serve thy neighbor and make known 
The faith that lives within thee. 

  
The Scripture: Matthew 20:1-16 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 Now when he had agreed with 
the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And he 
went out about the third hour and saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace, 4 and said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and 
whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went. 5 Again he went out about 



the sixth and the ninth hour, and did likewise. 6 And about the eleventh hour 
he went out and found others standing [a]idle, and said to them, ‘Why have 
you been standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one 
hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, [b]and whatever 
is right you will receive.’ 

8 “So when evening had come, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
steward, ‘Call the laborers and give them their wages, beginning with the 
last to the first.’ 9 And when those came who were hired about the eleventh 
hour, they each received a denarius. 10 But when the first came, they 
supposed that they would receive more; and they likewise received each a 
denarius. 11 And when they had received it, they [c]complained against the 
landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last men have worked only one hour, and you 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden and the heat of the day.’ 
13 But he answered one of them and said, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. 
Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what is yours and go 
your way. I wish to give to this last man the same as to you. 15 Is it not 
lawful for me to do what I wish with my own things? Or is your eye evil 
because I am good?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first last. For[d] 
many are called, but few chosen.” 

 
The devotion: 

Because this gospel speaks of those who think themselves first before God, 
it aims high and strikes the most excellent people, indeed, it frightens the 
greatest S\saints. And that is why Christ holds it up even before the 
Apostles. For it sometimes happens that a man who appears weak and poor, 
and despised before the world, … yet secretly within his heart well pleased 
with himself, so that he thinks himself the first before God; and even for this 
reason is he the last. On the other hand, there may be a man so fearful and 
faint-hearted, that despite his gold, honor ... he thinks himself the least 
before God; and even for this reason is he the first. 
 
It is also well known that the greatest saints have been moved with fear in 
this connection, and that many holding High spiritual office have fallen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+20&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23799a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+20&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23800b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+20&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23804c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+20&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23809d


  
Behold, how Saul fell! How God let David fall! How Peter had to fall and 
likewise some disciples of Paul! 
  
And this is the essence of this gospel: no man is so high nor can he rise so 
high, that he need no longer fear that he may be made the lowest. And again: 
no man has fallen so low, nor can he fall so low, that there is no hope of him 
becoming the highest, for herein all the Merit is set at naught, and God's 
mercy alone is praised, and it is firmly decreed that “the last shall be the first 
and the first last.” In that he says, the first shall be last, he takes away all 
your pride … But in that he says, “the last shall be first,” He takes from you 
all your despair. 

 
- Martin Luther, Day By Day We Magnify Thee, Fortress Press, 

Philadelphia, 1982, p. 99 
 
Responsory and Lord's Prayer  
P: Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
P: C: For you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
C: Into Your hand, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
P: Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of Your eye.  
C: Hide us under the shadow of Your wings. 
 
All: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
All: Our Father… 
 
P: O Lord, hear my prayer: 
C: And let my cry come to You. 
 
 
 



The Collect 
P: O Lord, visit this church and our dwellings, and drive far from them all snares of 
the enemy; let Your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and may 
Your blessing be upon us evermore; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Canticle 
P: Preserve us, O Lord, while waking and guard us while sleeping, that awake we 
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
C: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; 
for my eyes have seen Your Salvation which You have prepared before the 
face of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory of Your people 
Israel.  
Preserve us, O Lord, while waking and guard us while sleeping, that awake we 
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 
P: Let us bless the Lord: 
C: Thanks be to God. 
P: The almighty and most merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
bless and preserve us.  
C:Amen. 
 

***** 
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