Office of Compline
The Versicles and Gloria Patri
P: The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.
C: Amen.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord:
C: Who made heaven and earth.
P: Restore us again, O God of our salvation.
C: And put away Your anger toward us.
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
C: Make haste to help me, O Lord.
All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in
the beginning is now and ever shall be forevermore. Amen.
The Confession of Sin
P: Almighty God, heavenly Father, I have sinned against You through my own
fault in thought, word and deed. For the sake of the suffering, death and
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me; forgive me all my sins
and bring me to everlasting life.
C: Amen!
The Hymn; As with Gladness Men of Old
1. As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we
Evermore be led by Thee.

2. As with joyful steps they sped,
Savior, to Thy lowly bed,
There to bend the knee before
Thee, whom heav’n and earth adore,
So may we with willing feet
Ever seek Thy mercy seat.
3. As they offered gifts most rare
At Thy cradle, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sin’s alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King.
4. Holy Jesus, ev’ry day
Keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds Thy glory hide.
5. In the heav’nly country bright
Need they no created light;
Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown,
Thou its Sun which goes not down.
There forever may we sing
Alleluias to our King!
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The Scripture, Matthew 2:1-12:
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, [a]wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 saying,
“Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His
star in the East and have come to worship Him.”

3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with
him. 4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the
people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.
5 So they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the
prophet:
6 ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
Are not the least among the rulers of Judah;
For out of you shall come a Ruler
Who will shepherd My people Israel.’ ”
7 Then Herod, when he had secretly called the [b]wise men, determined
from them what time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem
and said, “Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have
found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.”
9 When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they
had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the
young Child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly
great joy. 11 And when they had come into the house, they saw the young
Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when
they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.
12 Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to
Herod, they departed for their own country another way.
The devotion:
The first thing we should learn from this story is that when the wise men
went to search for Christ, the newborn king, they did not find him in
Jerusalem. Indeed, if they were to find him at all, they had need to listen to
the prophet Micah. Therefore, when they had received the Word they took
the road to Bethlehem. Thereupon God gave them the consolation that the

star returned as soon as they got outside Jerusalem, and it shone brightly
before them to Bethlehem, to the door where the Babe was. And, of a truth,
they were in need of such a comfort, for they found nothing there but
poverty and beggary. That is not Mary and Joseph's home; the Babe is lying
in a Manger; there is hardly a drink of water. Can this in truth be a King's
abode?
But the saintly man were not misled. Headless of the poverty and
wretchedness, they fall down before the Babe and worship him, and open
their treasures and present them to him.
The second thing that we should learn from this story is how to bear
ourselves aright towards our Lord Jesus Christ, that is, that we should cast
aside all offense, and together with these wise men witness before the world
to the Lord Christ, seek him from the bottom of our hearts, and adore him as
our Savior. And because his reign on earth is so poor and wretched, we
should with our gold, goods, and whole possessions gladly help to further
and increase his kingdom, which is in so many ways suppressed and
hindered by the devil and the world. For on this very day we can still open to
Christ Our treasures and present them to, as the wise men did. And how?
Behold, his word is written: “Inasmuch as you have done it unto one of the
least of these my brethren, you have done it unto me.”
Day By Day We Magnify Thee, by Martin Luther. p.48
Responsory and Lord's Prayer
P: Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
P: C: For you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth.
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
C: Into Your hand, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
P: Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of Your eye.
C: Hide us under the shadow of Your wings.
All: Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

All: Our Father…
P: O Lord, hear my prayer:
C: And let my cry come to You.
The Collect
P: O Lord, visit this church and our dwellings, and drive far from them all snares of
the enemy; let Your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and may
Your blessing be upon us evermore; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
The Canticle
P: Preserve us, O Lord, while waking and guard us while sleeping, that awake we
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.
C: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word;
for my eyes have seen Your Salvation which You have prepared before the
face of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory of Your people
Israel.
Preserve us, O Lord, while waking and guard us while sleeping, that awake we
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.
P: Let us bless the Lord:
C: Thanks be to God.
P: The almighty and most merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
bless and preserve us.
C:Amen.
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