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CHRISTMAS 2 

The Service of Preparation 

1.The Entrance Hymn: #164, “Now Are the Days Fulfilled”  (Please stand at the last verse)

2. The Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit C: ♪ Amen.

3. The Confession and Absolution II
P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean,and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.Therefore we flee for 
refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us 
and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true 
knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word,to the end, that by Your grace 
we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P: Almighty God our heavenly Father,has had mercy upon us and has given His only begotten Son to die 
for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe on His nameHe giveth the power to 
become the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized 
shall be saved.

C: Grant this unto us, O Lord. Amen

4, 5. Introit/Gloria Patri 
L: ♪  When Israel was a ‘child, I lov’d him, / and out of Egypt ‘I call’d My Son. 
C: Why do ‘the nations rage, / and the people ‘plot a vain thing?  
L: The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take coun-‘sel together, / against the Lord and 
against ‘His Anointed.
All: Glory be to the Father, / and to the Son, and to / the Holy Ghost; as it was in the be- / -ginning, 
is now, and ever shall be: forever- / -more. Amen.

6. The Kyrie Eleison
C: ♪ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us

7. The Gloria in Excelsis, p. 64 
♪ Glory be to God on high:
And on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You.
We glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For You only are holy, You only are the Lord.

You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



8. The Salutation
P: The Lord be with you. C: ♪ And with your spirit.

9. Collect
P: Father, you allowed Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, to become a stranger in a sojourner in Egypt for our 
sakes, and led Him safely home to His fatherland: Mercifully grant that we poor sinners, who are 
strangers and sojourners in this perilous world, may soon be called home to our true fatherland, the 
kingdom of heaven, where we shall live in eternal joy and glory; through the same, Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: ♪ Amen. 

The Service of the Word 

10. The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 42:1-9

“Behold! My Servant whom I uphold,
My Elect One in whom My soul delights!
I have put My Spirit upon Him;
He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles.
He will not cry out, nor raise His voice,
Nor cause His voice to be heard in the street.
A bruised reed He will not break,
And smoking flax He will not quench;
He will bring forth justice for truth.
He will not fail nor be discouraged,
Till He has established justice in the earth;
And the coastlands shall wait for His law.”

Thus says God the Lord,
Who created the heavens and stretched them out,
Who spread forth the earth and that which comes from it,
Who gives breath to the people on it,
And spirit to those who walk on it:
“I, the Lord, have called You in righteousness,
And will hold Your hand;
I will keep You and give You as a covenant to the people,
As a light to the Gentiles,
To open blind eyes,
To bring out prisoners from the prison,
Those who sit in darkness from the prison house.
I am the Lord, that is My name;
And My glory I will not give to another,
Nor My praise to carved images.
Behold, the former things have come to pass,
And new things I declare;
Before they spring forth I tell you of them.”

11. Gradual
L: ♪ Al-’le-lu-ia! / let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad ‘before the Lord:
C: For he has made known ‘His salvation / Al-’le-lu-ia!



12. Epistle: I Peter 4:12-19

Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing 
happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is 
revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed 
are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your 
part He is glorified. But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other 
people’s matters. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in 
this matter.

For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be 
the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? Now

“If the righteous one is scarcely saved,
Where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?”
Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to 
a faithful Creator.

13.The Alleluia 
L: ♪ Al-’le-lu-ia / the Word was ‘made flesh
C: And dwelt ‘among us / Al-’le-lu-ia!

14. Gospel: The Holy Gospel is written in the 2nd chapter of the Gospel according to 
St. Matthew, beginning at the 13th verse. (rise )

C: ♪ Glory be to You, O Lord!

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, 
“Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod 
will seek the young Child to destroy Him.”

When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was there 
until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 
saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”

Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent 
forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years 
old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what 
was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying:

“A voice was heard in Ramah,
Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children,
Refusing to be comforted,
Because they are no more.”
Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 
saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the 
young Child’s life are dead.” Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land 
of Israel.

But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to 
go there. And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. And he came 
and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, “He shall 
be called a Nazarene.”



C: ♪ Praise be to You O Christ

15. The Apostles’ Creed, p. 68
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 
hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the Forgiveness 
of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life everlasting. Amen.

16. The Chief Hymn: #163, “O Rejoice , Ye Christians, Loudly”

17. Sermon Text/Theme: Matthew 2:13-23, “God Protects Us In His Son”

P: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and mind in Christ Jesus 
unto everlasting life. Amen.

18. The Offertory verse, p. 70
C: ♪ Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled,

Within my heart, that it may be A quiet chamber kept for Thee. (ELH # 123:13)   

18, b. The Offering
The offering will not be taken in service during the pandemic restrictions. They may be left in the offering 
plate by the double doors upon leaving the service. Offerings may also be given online at 
savedbygracelutheranchurch.org and clicking the donate tab. 

Also, Saved By Grace is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS), having joined 
the right hand of fellowship with the other ELS congregations to operate our seminary and do mission 
work. Since we do not have the ELS as a line item in our 2020 budget, if you would like to give an offering 
to the ELS, envelopes are provided in the church entry marked, “My Offering for the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod”

19. The Prayer of the Church

23. The Lord’s Prayer (sung in unison)
♪ Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen

24. A Hymn: #149, “In Thee Is Gladness”

25. The Collect II
P: Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we 
may so hear them, read, mark, learn and take them to heart, that by the patience and comfort of Your 
Holy Word we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: ♪  Amen. 



26. The Benediction
L:The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give + you peace.
C: ♪  Amen, amen, amen.

27. The Closing Hymn: #145, “What Child Is This?”


