
Office of Compline 
 
The Versicles and Gloria Patri 
P: The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.  
C: Amen. 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord:  
C: Who made heaven and earth. 
P: Restore us again, O God of our salvation.  
C: And put away Your anger toward us. 
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.  
C: Make haste to help me, O Lord. 
All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 
the beginning is now and ever shall be forevermore. Amen. 
 
The Confession of Sin 
P: Almighty God, heavenly Father, I have sinned against You through my own 
fault in thought, word and deed. For the sake of the suffering, death and 
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me; forgive me all my sins 
and bring me to everlasting life.  
C: Amen!  
 
The Hymn: “If Thy Beloved Son,  O God” #374, Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary 
 

1. If Thy beloved Son, O God, 
Had not to earth descended 
And in our mortal flesh and blood 
Had not sin’s power ended, 
Then this poor, wretched soul of mine 
In hell eternally would pine 
Because of its transgression. 
  
2. But now I find sweet peace and rest; 
Despair no more reigns o’er me. 
No more am I by sin oppressed, 
For Christ has borne sin for me. 



Upon the cross for me He died 
That, reconciled, I might abide 
With Thee, my God, forever. 
  
3. I trust in Him with all my heart; 
Now all my sorrow ceases. 
His words abiding peace impart; 
His blood from guilt releases. 
Free grace through Him I now obtain; 
He washes me from ev’ry stain, 
And pure I stand before Him. 
  
4. All righteousness by works is vain; 
The law brings condemnation. 
True righteousness by faith I gain; 
Christ’s work is my salvation. 
His death, that perfect sacrifice, 
Has paid the all-sufficient price; 
In Him my hope is anchored. 
  
5. My guilt, O Father, Thou hast laid 
On Christ, Thy Son, my Savior. 
Lord Jesus, Thou my debt hast paid 
And gained for me God’s favor. 
O Holy Ghost, Thou Fount of grace, 
The good in me to Thee I trace; 
In faith do Thou preserve me. 
  

 
The Scripture: Luke 18:31-34: 

31 Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, “Behold, we are going 
up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning 
the Son of Man will be [f]accomplished. 32 For He will be delivered to the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+18&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25720f


Gentiles and will be mocked and insulted and spit upon. 33 They will 
scourge Him and kill Him. And the third day He will rise again.” 

34 But they understood none of these things; this saying was hidden from 
them, and they did not know the things which were spoken. 

 
The devotion: 
 

The right way to reach a true knowledge of Christ's sufferings is to perceive 
and understand not only what he suffered, but how it was his heart and will 
to suffer. For whoever looks upon Christ's sufferings without seeing his 
heart and will therein must be filled with fear rather than joy, but if we can 
truly see his heart and will in it, it gives true comfort, trust, and joy in Christ 
 
Such will to suffer he revealed here in the Gospel, when he declares that he 
will go up to Jerusalem in order to be crucified, as if he spake, Behold my 
heart, and see that I will endure my suffering freely and gladly in obedience 
to my Father's will, so that you must not be afraid or terrified when behold 
my suffering and think I bear them unwillingly, that I am compelled to 
endure them... 
 
But the disciples did not understand his meaning and the Word was hidden 
from them. This shows that reason, flesh, and blood cannot grasp nor 
understand that the Gospel should tell us how the Son of Man must be 
crucified. Much less can they perceive that such should be his will and that 
he did it joyfully. It is such a great and wonderful thing that the Son of Man 
is crucified willingly and joyfully in order that the Scriptures should be 
fulfilled, that is, for our good. It is and it remains a mystery. 
 

- Martin Luther, Day By Day We Magnify Thee, Fortress 
Press, Philadelphia, 1982, p. 113 

 
Responsory and Lord's Prayer  
P: Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 



P: C: For you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
C: Into Your hand, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
P: Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of Your eye.  
C: Hide us under the shadow of Your wings. 
 
All: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
All: Our Father… 
 
P: O Lord, hear my prayer: 
C: And let my cry come to You. 
 
 
 
The Collect 
P: O Lord, visit this church and our dwellings, and drive far from them all snares of 
the enemy; let Your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and may 
Your blessing be upon us evermore; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Canticle 
P: Preserve us, O Lord, while waking and guard us while sleeping, that awake we 
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
C: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; 
for my eyes have seen Your Salvation which You have prepared before the 
face of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory of Your people 
Israel.  
Preserve us, O Lord, while waking and guard us while sleeping, that awake we 
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 
P: Let us bless the Lord: 
C: Thanks be to God. 



P: The almighty and most merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
bless and preserve us.  
C:Amen. 
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