
Office of Compline 
 
The Versicles and Gloria Patri 
P: The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.  
C: Amen. 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord:  
C: Who made heaven and earth. 
P: Restore us again, O God of our salvation.  
C: And put away Your anger toward us. 
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.  
C: Make haste to help me, O Lord. 
All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 
the beginning is now and ever shall be forevermore. Amen. 
 
The Confession of Sin 
P: Almighty God, heavenly Father, I have sinned against You through my own 
fault in thought, word and deed. For the sake of the suffering, death and 
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me; forgive me all my sins 
and bring me to everlasting life.  
C: Amen!  
 
The Hymn: “Speak, O Lord, Thy Servant Heareth,” #230, Evangelical Lutheran 
Hymnary 
  

1. Speak, O Lord, Thy servant heareth, 
To Thy Word I now give heed; 
Life and spirit Thy Word beareth, 
All Thy Word is true indeed. 
Death’s dread power in me is rife; 
Jesus, may Thy Word of Life 
Fill my soul with love’s strong fervor 
That I cling to Thee forever. 
  
 
 



2. O what blessing to be near Thee 
And to hearken to Thy voice! 
May I ever love and fear Thee 
That Thy Word may be my choice! 
Oft were hardened sinners, Lord, 
Struck with terror by Thy Word; 
But to him who for sin grieveth 
Comfort sweet and hope it giveth. 
  
3. Lord, Thy words are waters living 
Where I quench my thirsty need. 
Lord, Thy words are bread life-giving, 
On Thy words my soul doth feed. 
Lord, Thy words shall be my light 
Through death’s vale and dreary night; 
Yea, they are my sword prevailing 
And my cup of joy unfailing. 
  
4. Precious Jesus, I beseech Thee, 
May Thy words take root in me; 
May this gift from heav’n enrich me 
So that I bear fruit for Thee! 
Take them never from my heart 
Till I see Thee as Thou art, 
When in heav’nly bliss and glory 
I shall greet Thee and adore Thee. 

 
The Scripture: Luke 8: 

4 And when a great multitude had gathered, and they had come to Him from 
every city, He spoke by a parable: 5 “A sower went out to sow his seed. And 
as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and the 
birds of the air devoured it. 6 Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, 
it withered away because it lacked moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns, 
and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. 8 But others fell on good 



ground, sprang up, and yielded [e]a crop a hundredfold.” When He had said 
these things He cried, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” 

9 Then His disciples asked Him, saying, “What does this parable mean?” 

10 And He said, “To you it has been given to know the [f]mysteries of the 
kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that 

‘Seeing they may not see, 

And hearing they may not understand.’ 

11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those by the 
wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the 
word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 13 But the 
ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; 
and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of [g]temptation 
fall away. 14 Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they 
have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, 
and bring no fruit to maturity. 15 But the ones that fell on the good ground 
are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it 
and bear fruit with patience. 

The devotion: 
God's Word must enter our heart, stay there, and accomplish its work, if we 
are to be the Lord's laborers, fruitful in good works. Only God's word can 
accomplish it and should get the glory. This we learn from our Gospel. Let 
no one think he can serve the Lord and be a blessing on earth without 
receiving and keeping God's word. 
 
But our gospel also teaches us that human hearts assume different attitudes 
toward the Word. There is a hard shell over some hearts, which the seed of 
the Word cannot penetrate. They hear it and immediately forget it; it doesn't 
make an impression on them to waken any interest and  yearning for 
salvation in them, either because they're so self-righteous that they never feel 
their sin and the danger of their soul, or because they are so worldly they 
can't even think about eternity. If a little hole can be found in the hard shell, 
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if the Lord's guiding and the trouble of life makes them a little receptive to 
God's call, then the devil comes and takes the seed away. He leaves them 
straight to other thoughts and says: “Take it easy, all is well with you;”  or: 
“You are a fool to brood over such things, which are only pastor’s talk;  take 
comfort and enjoy life!” 
 
Others are touched a little and begin to repent, but their fruits of repentance 
soon die when the day gets hotter. The tribulation which is as necessary for 
the fruit of the heart as the sun is for the fruit of the earth kills the seed 
which is not well rooted in a true knowledge of sin and in true repentance. 
Ask God for a contrite heart. 
 
Others repent continually and sink the Word deep in their soul, but forget to 
watch. The thorns which are still found in the heart send out strong shoots, 
spring up and choke the fruit of the Word, so that their Christian life 
becomes sick and dies… These thorns, which lie in the heart, must show 
themselves; the Lord sent such conditions of life so that the thorns should 
shoot forth, be recognized and be pulled up with holy  diligence, struggle, 
and prayer. 
 
Finally there are some, but only some, who keep the Word in a good and 
honest heart and bear fruit with patience. They take up the cross of Christ, 
deny themselves, and live out God's love in Christ, which is the substance of 
the Word. 
 
Let the seed fall on good ground today! Let the Word now make your heart 
into good ground as if it had not done so before; the Word is also able to do 
this. The Word is the hoe and plow that can break through the shell; it is the 
rain and sun that can crush the rock; it is the fire that can burn up the thorns. 
The Word is Almighty and can accomplish everything for our salvation. God 
wants us to become rich in what is good. He wants to harvest much from us. 
It is and remains our fault if this does not happen. 
 
 Lord, do not let the devil take the Word word away from our heart. Let it 
penetrate deep in us and work repentance, faith and sanctification, so that we 



can be rich and beautiful fruit for you. Give us such great grace for Jesus 
sake. Amen.  
 

- Nils Jakob Laache, The Book of Family Prayer, 
Lutheran Synod Book Company, Mankato, 2000, p. 174 

 
Responsory and Lord's Prayer  
P: Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
P: C: For you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
C: Into Your hand, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
P: Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of Your eye.  
C: Hide us under the shadow of Your wings. 
 
All: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
All: Our Father… 
 
P: O Lord, hear my prayer: 
C: And let my cry come to You. 
 
 
 
The Collect 
P: O Lord, visit this church and our dwellings, and drive far from them all snares of 
the enemy; let Your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and may 
Your blessing be upon us evermore; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Canticle 
P: Preserve us, O Lord, while waking and guard us while sleeping, that awake we 
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
C: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; 
for my eyes have seen Your Salvation which You have prepared before the 



face of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory of Your people 
Israel.  
Preserve us, O Lord, while waking and guard us while sleeping, that awake we 
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 
P: Let us bless the Lord: 
C: Thanks be to God. 
P: The almighty and most merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
bless and preserve us.  
C:Amen. 
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