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Mark 7:31-37

Part I

Have you ever walked into a movie halfway? If you have, you

might have interrupted and asked what happened up to the

time you walked in. You wanted to know the background to the

story. The background gave the context.

That is what we want to do today. We want to get the context

of today's gospel lesson. The context is important to help us

understand the reasons for the miracle it reports.

So, shortly before our gospel lesson, Jesus had a talk with the

Pharisees. The Pharisees had found fault with Jesus’ disciples.

The disciples were not following the man-made religious

traditions. The Pharisees put confidence in doing those

traditions as a way to merit God’s favor.
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Though they did, Jesus told them their confidence was

misplaced. He did by citing God’s word to Isaiah,

“This people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are

far from me.”

That is to say, God’s word was on the Pharisee’s lips and on

their tongues. Though it was, they heard with their ears God’s

word differently than it was meant. They heard it not as a word

of grace but as a word of merit.

Part II

That is the context of the miracle in our gospel lesson. In it we

find Jesus in the region of the Decapolis. The Decapolis was a

region of ten cities. Jesus had been there before. He had fed the

5000; had healed a man widely known to be demon possessed

… and people talked. Word got out of Jesus’ great miracles.

When Jesus returns, then, they bring a deaf mute to him. He

cannot hear with his ears. He cannot talk with his tongue. They

were sad results of a world broken by sin.
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So Jesus deals with the deaf mute. When he does, he does

three things.

● First, Jesus takes the deaf mute aside privately from the

crowd. The action tells the deaf mute that he will deal with

him personally - one on one.

● Second, Jesus touches the deaf mute’s ears and tongue

with his fingers. The action tells the deaf mute that he is

going to do something about them.

● Third, Jesus looks up to heaven and sighs. The actions tell

the deaf mute that help comes from above - from God in

heaven.

It is only after these actions - this sign language - that Jesus

speaks one word - an Aramaic word - an Aramaic word

preserved for us- Ephphatha!

… and the word worked. The word opened the deaf-mute’s

ears; and loosed the deaf-mute’s tongue. He could talk to be

understood by the crowd. He could hear the crowd talking.

They were utterly amazed that he could talk.
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Part III

...so, what does this miracle mean for us? There are three

obvious takeaways:

● First, Jesus fit the description of the Promised Savior. God

foretold what kind of works the Promised Savior would do

through his prophet Isaiah.

“Then the deaf shall hear the words of the book.”

The restoration of hearing was part of the job description

of the Promised Savior. Jesus met that job description; he

is the Promised Savior.

● Second, Jesus has authority over infirmity. Infirmity -

physical or emotional - says that our lives have been

broken by sin. Doctors, nurses and therapists do what they

can to fix what is broken. They have their medical and

therapy tools to do so. Jesus needs no such tools. His tool

is his word. By means of it, he fixes what is broken. That is

something no man can do. Only God can fix by speaking a

word.
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● Third,

○ The purpose of this miracle is to tell us who Jesus is -

God in the flesh, the Promised Savior, who came to

save us from our sins. Its purpose is not to tell us that

Jesus will heal infirmity the same way after

completing his work of salvation. Rather, God

normally works through our doctors, nurses and

therapists; family and friends. They are God’s gifts to

us. They are the hands of God by which he shows us

compassion - to help us individually - one on one - in

our time of need - to help us as far as God permits.

○ … and when the medicine and therapy help is limited

and our infirmities keep on hindering us, when we are

flat on our back, the psalmist points our eyes up to

the wounds of our Savior, Jesus,

“Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me; for

in you my soul takes refuge; in the shadow of

your wings I will take refuge, till [these] storms

pass by.”
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○ The psalmist pictures us like a baby chick nestling

under the protective wings of its parent in a storm. So

we nestle in the wounds of Jesus our Savior, finding

the comfort and strength we need in our time of

need, until these troubles pass by.

Part IV

… those are the more obvious takeaways from the meaning of

the miracle. There is a not so obvious takeaway … and that

takes us back to the context of the miracle - back to Jesus’ talk

with the Pharisees.

The Pharisees had heard God’s word with their ears. Though

they did, they did not hear it as it was meant to be heard. They

heard it through the filter of merit, not grace. That is why Jesus

had cited God’s word given to Isaiah, “These people honor me

with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.”
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The words cited by Jesus come from the same chapter of

today’s Isaiah reading,

“In that day the deaf shall hear the words of the book.”

So what was going on that led Isaiah to choose these words?

The same thing that was going on in Jesus’ day; people heard

God’s word differently than it was meant.

So God said through Isaiah that his words were , “like words of

the [Bible] that is sealed.” That did not mean they could not

open the Bible and read the words in it. They were perfectly

able to take it in hand, open the pages and read it. No. It meant

that though they could open the book and read the words, they

did not read or hear them as they were meant. They were

steeped in merit so that their ears could not hear grace.

This is the tragic result of a world broken by sin. It is true of all

born into the world.  The apostle Paul put it this way in today’s

Corinthian reading,
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“Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to claim anything

as coming from us,”

No. We are not sufficient of ourselves; we cannot merit God’s

grace; “we cannot by our own reason or strength believe in

Jesus Christ.” So the apostle Paul adds,

“but our sufficiency is from God.”

What we cannot do, then, God has to do for us. God has

● to fix what is broken -

● to give ears to hear his word as it is meant to be heard -

○ that we are saved not by merit, but by grace alone

○ that God gave his Son what we merit for our sin, hell

○ that, in exchange, God gives us what we do not merit,

heaven.

So it is that, then, by means of his Word, God spoke his

“Ephphatha” to you. At the baptismal font, Jesus pulled you

aside from the crowd. He dealt with you personally - one on

one. He reached down from heaven as were with his hand; and,

8



by means of his word joined to water, he touched your ears and

opened them. He gave you ears to hear his word of grace - that

the Father adopted you not because of merit, but because of

Jesus who paid the adoption price with his blood for you.

… and with ears to hear his words of grace, Jesus also touched

your tongue; he gave you tongues

● to talk grace words; to speak words of his love

● to teach your children and grandchildren his grace; to read

a devotion or Bible history to them

● to seek the fallen away; to urge them to return and hear

his words of grace -

● to pray that his word open ears to hear the words of grace;

that his word give them hearts to believe.

Part V

At the end of our text Jesus commands the crowd to tell no one.

Why would Jesus want the crowd to keep this to itself? That

seems like a contradiction.
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Jesus told the crowd to tell no one, because many had the

wrong idea of the Promised Savior. They looked for a political

religious savior - someone -

● to free them from Roman rule -

● to establish a political religious earthly kingdom.

Think about that today. Maybe you found yourself glued to the

news this past week. Political kingdoms are shifting. The

Taliban's swift takeover of Afghanistan has contributed to such

a shift. New geopolitical - world wide - alliances are in the

works. Those political alliances are not friendly with our

country.

Jesus did not come to fix that. He did not, because this world is

broken. Not only is infirmity evidence of that, the geopolitical

shifting and its resulting unease is also evidence of that.
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No, Jesus did not come to establish a political religious

kingdom. That is why he told the crowd not to tell the people

what he had done. Jesus knew the people's misguided

thoughts.

Yet,

“The crowd widely proclaimed it; and they were

astonished [not just a little, they were astonished] beyond

measure saying, ‘He has done all things well; he makes

both the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.’”

The words, “he has done all things well,” look back to creation.

After the six days of creation, God looked at his creation and

said, “it was very good.” There was no sin - no evidence of sin -

no deaf mutes - no infirmity - no geopolitical uneasiness. There

was none … but then sin entered the world and with sin came

all kinds of human misery.
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The words, “he has done all things well,” also look ahead to the

new heavens and new earth. Jesus will return not to create a

political religious kingdom in this broken world full of human

misery. He will return to judge between those who heard his

word with faith and those who didn’t. Then he will create the

new heavens and earth for those who heard his word of grace

with faith. In the new creation there will be no more infirmity -

no more geopolitical uneasiness - no more human misery.

Jesus will give this new creation to you, because he came the

first time to deal with the problem of sin. He dealt with it by the

shedding of his blood. Come now to the altar where he touches

you one on one with his shed blood; touches your lips,

graciously taking away your sin, looking ahead to the great day

of the new creation he will give to you. Truly, we can say with

the crowd, “He has done all things well! Amen!
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