
Trinity 16, 2021

Luke 7:11-17

Part I

People, as the title of one book put it, are “dying to live.” They

are looking for whatever it is that makes them feel alive -

entertainment, recreation, popularity. Yet, no matter how much

such things make people feel alive, all people are dying. For

example, a dozen soldiers lost their lives recently serving our

country, Hurricane Ida took more lives, covid continues to claim

lives, and we have lost two beloved pastors in the northwest

this year. The point is that all are headed for the funeral

procession we read about in our text.

Part II

At the head of the procession is death. Pallbearers are carrying

a dead man to the cemetery. Nothing is told about the cause of

his death. What we are told is that he died prematurely. He

preceded his mother in death. He is called a “young man.”
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There is the mother. She had the joy of giving him life,

nurturing and raising him. Now she wept tears of grief at her

loss. Her grief was compounded by the fact that she was a

widow. Now both of the men - the providers - in her life were

gone; they were not coming back.

There is the large crowd. Pallbearers, relatives, friends,

neighbors all turned out for the funeral. They turned out to

express their condolences; to form the funeral procession; with

the pallbearers carrying the mother’s loved one. They are on

the way to the cemetery to bury him “earth to earth; ashes to

ashes, dust to dust.”

This procession of death is our common human experience. It

reminds us of a few truths. First, death is not a respecter of

persons. It can come to young or old; to rich or poor, to famous

or common. For example, a year ago in February the famous

basketball legend, Kobi Bryant and his daughter, perished in a

helicopter crash. Hurricane Ida and Covid make no distinctions;
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they take the life of the  famous and common; the young and

old; the rich and poor.

Second, death brings tears. The emotional ties we have with

our loved ones are severed. Their voice, their laughter, their

hugs, their love, their presence are gone. As much as we would

like to be able to turn back the clock, we can’t. They are not

coming back … and we have wept.

Third, we turn out for funerals and memorials. We do to

express our condolences to relatives, friends and neighbors.

When we do, we are all a part of the funeral procession. We

are, and one day we commit the bodies of our loved ones to the

ground; the next day it may be our bodies committed to the

ground - “earth to earth; ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”

This procession of death; a procession of which we are all a part

is the result of sin. We die because of sin. The apostle writes,
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“The wages of sin is death,” That is to say, sin pays off with

death. Death is proof that we are sinners.

Part III

...but there is another procession in our text - the procession of

life. It converges with the procession of death. There are some

striking things that happen as they converge.

There are striking words. Jesus tells the mother, “Do not

weep.” That is not what a passerby of a funeral procession

would ordinarily say. It normally would sound out of place. It

would, but there was a note of compassion in Jesus' voice; the

way he said, “Do not weep.”

There are striking actions. Jesus touches the open coffin. This,

too, is something that a passerby of a funeral procession would

not ordinarily do. But this was no normal passerby. The word

spoken to the mother and now the touch on the open coffin

were done with authority. The pallbearers stopped.
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Then, there were more striking words. Jesus spoke to the dead

man. Dead men don’t hear. Yet, he who was dead, heard; he

who was as cold as death became warm with life. By means of

his word, Jesus gave back the dead man his life… and the man

who had been dead, began to talk.

Then, Jesus presented him to his mother. She who was about to

lay her son in the arms of the earth, now embraced him in her

arms; about to lay her son to rest in the cemetery, now could

take him back home alive … and  weeping turned to laughter!

This is good news beyond anything heard of.  It tells us

emphatically that Jesus is Lord over death; that death has to

submit to the Lord Jesus. The apostle Paul keyed in on this

truth. He wrote and we heard in our Ephesians reading, “[God]

is able to do abundantly more than we ask or think according

to the power at work in us.” What is that power?
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Paul put it this way, “It is the power that worked in Christ when

God rose him from the dead.” People do not come back from

the dead. When they are gone, we can do nothing about it.

Death holds them in its powerful grip … but God broke that

grip. Death could not keep him. Jesus put it this way, “I give up

my life and I take it up again.” What Jesus foretold, he did. Jesus

took up his life again, triumphant over death. He did because

he paid the debt of sin we owed; paid for it in full.

Paul added about that power that it is “the power that worked

in you” when, “dead in sin, he raised you with Christ!” Born

dead in sin, you and I could not come to life with God. There

was nothing we could do about it. We were like cold lifeless

corpses. Born in sin, sin held us in its cold death grip … but God

broke that grip. By the power of his word joined to water, he

buried your sin in Jesus’ death and raised you to new life - life

with God - eternal life in Christ Jesus.
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Finally, it is the power that will work in all the dead on the day

of the resurrection of all the dead. Jesus put it this way, “The

hour is coming when all who are in their graves will hear [my]

voice and will come out.” At Jesus’ word every grave will lose its

grip on death and give up its dead. Those who believed Jesus

will rise to eternal life. So we learn to say in the catechism, “I

believe that on the last day, [God] will raise up me and all the

dead and give to me and all believers in Christ, eternal life.”

Loved ones who believed in Jesus; whose remains we layed in

the arms of the earth; who were laid to rest in the cemetery, we

will again embrace in our arms … and you can hear in the

distance, the weeping turning into laughter.

Part IV

Now I would like to take off on a few of Jesus' words, for a

moment. Jesus said to the dead man, “Young man, I say to you

arise.” Think about the words, “Young man.” Think about them
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with respect to a congregation. Think of a congregation as if it

were a person.

If we think of a congregation as a person, we can find out the

congregation’s age. Take, for example, our Peruvian Amazon

church, Luis Terry. When Mission Administrator Tom Heyn and I

visited with the congregation in July, one of our Peruvian

pastors commented, “How good to see so many children!”

There were more children than adults. So if you took the

average of the ages, the Luis Terry congregation might be, let’s

say, twenty.

If we apply that to our congregation and we calculated its

average age, it would be much higher. Looking out over our

congregation on a normal Sunday, the age of our congregation

would be somewhere around sixty. That is typical of churches in

our United States today. Like so many, we are an aging

congregation.
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So a congregation like Luis Terry is young; one like ours is aging;

we have our physical aches and pains. Yet, a congregation like

ours is young. How can that be? It is like the seventy year old

man I saw on a trail this week. He noticed twenty year olds pass

him by. Seeing that, he commented, “My body is old, but my

mind is young.” No one can say that more truthfully than the

Christian. No one can, because the apostle put it this way,

“[Though] our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being

renewed day by day.”

God renews you day by day by returning you to your baptism;

by burying your old self - the old Adam in repentance; and by

raising your new self through faith in the forgiveness of sins

paid for by Jesus. Renewed and young at heart, you look

forward to the day he will raise your body from the dead. On

that day, your outer self will be - that young man - that young

woman - once again and forever.
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What hope! What comfort! What strength! When troubles

make us feel weak, Jesus, who is stronger than death, is our

strength. When we grieve, the living Lord Jesus gives comfort

that you and I cannot get anywhere else. When this life gives

way, Jesus gives us hope that never disappoints.

Part V

At the end of our text we are told that the crowd “glorified God

saying God has visited his people.” Who visited his people?

God. What did he do when he visited? He raised the dead. God

in the flesh - Jesus - visited and raised the dead.

… and the news spread. It spread by word of mouth from

family to family; friend to friend; neighbor to neighbor … and

the church grew. The same is true today.

So Paul wrote to the Ephesians, “To [God] be the glory in the

church by Christ Jesus to all generations.” As Paul glorified God,

so the church today glorifies God in speech and song and the
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news the spreads by word of mouth from family to family,

friend to friend, neighbor to neighbor.

So we sing of the resurrection in our hymns. We sing praises to

God for his resurrection for the dead. As we do, we sing to one

another. We do and we encourage one another in the hope of

the resurrection.

We talk of the resurrection in our conversation. It reminds me

of a conversation Dawn and I had with a couple not long ago.

We were talking about the resurrection faith to someone

struggling with the faith. As we did, Dawn confessed, “I know I

will see my mom, again, in the resurrection. I know that

because the Bible is true. It is true because Jesus did rise from

the dead.”
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That is what we can tell the next generation in speech and in

song.  And as we tell the next generation; as we ourselves hear

the resurrection gospel -  the love of Christ that passes all

understanding - calls the sinner from death to life in Him.

Amen!
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