
Last Sunday in the Church Year

Matthew 25:1-13

Part I

There are different kinds of emergencies for which you can

prepare.

● Perhaps you might have made preparations for power

outages. You have prepared by having a generator on

hand - or by having a wood burning stove. Then when

there happens to be a power outage, you at least have a

wood stove or power to keep the furnace working.

● Or you may have prepared for food shortages. You have

prepared by buying emergency food packages - or by

supplying your food pantry with non-perishable foods.

Then when the grocery shelves are bare or a winter

storm hits, you have food supplies.

Today’s text is about being prepared. It is about being

prepared for an even more important event than a power

outage or food shortage. It is about being prepared for Jesus'
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return. So, let’s turn to our text to see how the parable Jesus

tells prepares us for that Day.

Part II

Jesus begins:

“The kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins

who went out to meet the bridegroom.”

These words introduce us to Jewish wedding customs of

Jesus’ day.

● The wedding began with the bridegroom going to the

home of the bride. He went in the evening hours to get

her and take her to the place of the ceremony. Often that

was the home of his father.

● The bride was attended by her best friends. Her best

friends waited for the bridegroom to come. When his

coming was announced, they went out to meet him with

their lamps lit.

● Then all went in a festive procession to the wedding

together.
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The bride's best friends are the ten virgins in the parable. All

look the same. All ten have lamps. All expect the bridegroom

to come.

They picture all those who are Christian in name; all those

who consider themselves to be Christian. All begin well. All

have the lamp of faith lit. The lamp of faith is lit by having it

supplied by the oil of God’s Word.

The oil God’s Word supplies our faith with Jesus. It tells us

that he came the first time to win salvation for us; that he

will come a second time to bring us home to heaven. All -

having begun well -  look for his return. All look for his

return by keeping faith lit with the oil of God’s Word.

It is for that reason we were asked about our intent to make

use of God’s Word when becoming communicant members.

At that time we were asked,

● Will you hear God’s Word and receive (the sacrament of

the) Lord’s Supper faithfully?”
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All of us, and many more answered, ”Yes.” All begin well.

Today, we will have the opportunity to review for ourselves

the answer we gave as we receive a new member.

Part II

Back to the parable.

“Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish.

Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil

with them, but the wise took oil in their [flasks] with

their lamps. But while the bridegroom was delayed, they

all slumbered and slept.”

Early on all ten virgins looked the same. All ten had lamps.

Now a difference begins to be seen. Five were wise; five were

foolish. Five took extra flasks of oil; five did not. They picture

the difference between those who continue to make use of

Word and Sacrament, to keep their faith lit and those who

don’t.
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The devil knows that making use of Word and Sacrament is

what keeps our faith lit. So he constantly works to distract us

from making use of them.

● There is too much to do.

● There are so many distractions.

● There are more fun things to do.

Someone put it like this, “It is easy for us to focus on the

journey, not the journey’s goal. Life's problems and

pleasures, trials and treasures, sorrows and joys consume

our interest.”

The devil uses all of this to pull away the Christian, who

began well, from Word and Sacrament. Away from them,

though, there is only darkness. Today’s Thessalonians

reading pointed that out.

● Lost in the darkness, for one, many say, “Peace and

safety!” Peace and safety are found in life’s pleasures,

treasures and joys, at the expense of ignoring and being

prepared for Jesus’ return.
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● Lost in the darkness, for another, many look for relief

and escape from problems, trials and sorrows. Escape is

in addictive behaviors - alcohol, drugs, porn - dulling the

senses at the expense of preparation for Jesus’ return.

So the darkness falls all around us. The time is late. The

bridegroom has tarried. Many, who begin well, get lost in the

darkness. We, too, can get lethargic, drowsy, and sleepy. We

can because the darkness all around us is thick and our

sinful self gravitates towards it.

Part III

So, Jesus moves on with the parable,

“At midnight a cry was heard: Behold, the bridegroom is

coming; go out to meet him! Then all those virgins arose

and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the

wise, Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going

out! But the wise answered, saying, No! Lest there

should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to

those who sell and buy for yourselves.”
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It is at this point in the parable that the difference between

the wise and foolish virgins becomes clear. All ten virgins

trim their lamps. Five have extra oil to keep their lamps lit.

Five don’t. When the five foolish ask the five wise to share

the oil in their flasks, they can’t. They are told to buy for

themselves from those who dispense the oil.

This is a picture of how all Christians in name had the lamp

of faith filled at first. They did by making use of Word and

Sacrament. They did, but the Bridegroom, Jesus, tarries in

coming. Since he tarries, they do not continue to make use of

Word and Sacrament. By not making use of them, faith

dangerously smolders and burns out.

They become believers in name only. It will do them no good

to try to ride on the shirttails of friends or family members.

That is to say, we cannot give our faith to another. The

prophet Habbakuk put it like this, “The just shall live by his

faith” - not by the faith of another, but by his faith. No, we

cannot believe for another - not can another believe for us.
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That is why making use of Word and Sacrament are so

important.

It is, because by means of Word and Sacrament the

Bridegroom, Jesus, comes to us. He comes to shed his light on

us in the darkness. For example, Jesus told the disciples

when he sent them to preach the Word: “He who hears you,

hears me.” Then when he gave us the Sacrament, he took the

bread and said: “This is my body” and took the cup and said:

“This is my blood.” It is in these means, then,

● where the Bridegroom brings us out of the darkness of

our sin into the light of his grace and forgiveness;

● where he keeps us clothed in the wedding clothes he

wove for us by his perfect life

● where he keeps us awake by faith and ready for his

return.
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Part IV

Finally, Jesus brings the parable to its conclusion:

“And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and

those who were ready went in with him to the wedding;

and the door was shut. Afterward the other virgins

came also, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us! But he

answered and said, [Truly] I say to you, I do not know

you.”

… and so the five wise virgins join the bridegroom. They

enter into the joyful wedding banquet … into the Father’s

house. You will enter into the Father’s house, join the eternal

joyful wedding banquet of his Son. You will

● as your faith in Jesus is kept lit;

● as you are kept ready and waiting by making use of

Word and Sacrament

… but the five foolish virgins are not admitted to the joyful

wedding banquet. While they had gone to those who

dispense oil, the door had been shut. Their desperate cry to
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be let in did not persuade the bridegroom. Normally that

would not have happened. Latecomers would have been

admitted. But, Jesus pushes the parable to drive home his

point. Failing to make use of Word and Sacrament ends with

disastrous results.

Part V

That is why after telling the parable Jesus applies it this way:

“Watch, therefore, for you know neither the day nor the

hour in which the Son of Man is coming.”

No. We do not know when Jesus will come again. In our

Thessalonians reading we heard he will come like a thief in

the night. The thief does not announce his coming. He comes

when we do not expect. When he comes, it will be too late to

prepare. It will be like a woman in birth pains. The labor

pains seize her. There is no going back.
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We have been reminded this past year that Jesus can come at

a time we do not expect. This summer, one of our senior

members fell, struck her head, suffered a brain haemorrhage

and died in the matter of a couple days. Recently, another of

our members got sick with cancer in early retirement and

succumbed to it. No. We do not know when Jesus will come

either at the end of our life or at the end of the world.

So Jesus speaks these words to keep you and me awake. He

does not want us to become Christians in name only.  He

does not want that for any one of us.

That is why Paul wrote in Thessalonians: ”[Jesus] died for us

whether we are awake or asleep, that we might live together

with him.” It is not God's will that any sinner - awake by faith

or asleep by unbelief - be shut out of his eternal wedding

banquet. Jesus wants all to be there. He paid the way by the

shedding of blood for every single sinner. He provided the

wedding clothes for all by living a perfect life.
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To be sure, God wants this for all - for you. He wants you to

be awake by faith and prepared for Jesus’ return.  For that

reason Paul writes: “Comfort and edify one another, just as

you are doing.“ We do that by encouraging one another in

our conversations and as we gather around Word and

Sacrament. We encourage one another to remain faithful to

the affirmative answer each one of us gave to the question,

“Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the

Lord’s Supper faithfully?”

… and so it is that by the oil of Word and Sacrament, God

keeps the lamp of your faith lit. He keeps you trusting in the

Bridegroom who paid the way for you and who provides the

wedding clothing of his righteousness for you. And as we

gather around his Word and Sacrament, the Bridegroom

comes to you to give you a foretaste of that joyful unending

wedding banquet in heaven. Amen!
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