
Advent Vespers 2, 2021 

Malachai 3:1-6 

Dear Lord Jesus, we confess that at Ames our faith and life 

begins to decline; yet, you do not leave us but you work in our 

lives to cleanse us of our sins, purify our faith, to conform our 

lives more and more to your word. Now we ask that you would 

bless the words of my mouth and the meditaAon of our hearts. 

In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Part I 

Tonight we meet the prophet Malachi. Malachi speaks the 

second “Behold!” we will consider in our Advent vespers. But 

before we get to his “Behold,” lets get a liRle context. 

Malachi is the last book in the Old Testament. Between 

Malachi’s wriAng and the arrival of Jesus lay 400 years. So what 

was happening in Malachi’s day? 



In Malachi's day the people of Israel had returned from 

capAvity. They had been taken capAve by the Babylonians some 

150 years earlier. While they were in capAvity, the Persians 

overtook the Babylonians and emerged as the new world 

power. AZer 70 years of capAvity the Persians allowed the 

Israelites to return home.  

The singularly important thing that the Israelites did when they 

returned home was to rebuild the temple. By the Ame of 

Malachi the temple had been rebuilt. The people had resumed 

worship there. Though they did, their faith and life were on the 

decline. 

So God called out their sins through his prophet, Malachi. 

Though they worshipped at the temple, it became an exercise 

of going through the moAons. They did not take to heart the 



word they heard. That was evidenced by their lives not 

conforming to God’s Word.  

So Malachi relates that  

• Priests took from the offerings meant for God and the people 

were giving God second best. 

• Others went to sorcerers for the future instead of trusAng in 

God alone for the future 

• Others broke God's Old Testament marriage laws by marrying 

foreign, idolatrous wives. 

• Many were cheaAng others by not paying fair wages; or, by 

neglecAng the disadvantaged among them. 

We are not imune to the kinds of sins God’s people fell into 

during Malachi’s Ame. There is always the temptaAon to go 

through the moAons of worshipping God and, yet, at the same 



Ame thinking thinking we do not have to conform our lives to 

his word. That is evidenced by  

•  Giving God less than our best   

•  sinning against marriage and family                                                             

• clinging to false gods of our own choosing,  

• taking advantage or looking down on the disadvantaged 

There was one more thing that God called out through Malachi: 

• It is the complaint that God is not fair. It is a complaint that 

God’s people then and now fall into. God’s people look and 

they see the unbelievers has the good life while, at the 

same Ame, God’s people suffer.  

• So God’s people in Malachi’s day falsely complained, 

“Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the LORD.” 

They demanded God jusAfy himself, “Where is the God of 

jusAce?” 



Part II 

It is to that demand that we come across our second, “Behold!”  

- - - Pay aRenAon! - - -  Listen to me! - - - I have something 

important to say!  - - - “I will send My messenger, and he will 

prepare the way before me.” 

The speaker is the Lord himself. He will send his messnger,  John 

the BapAst. John would prepare the way for the Lord by 

preaching: 

 “Repent and be bapAzed for the Kingdom of God is near.”  

John’s message was to be a message of law and gospel; sin and 

grace; repentance and forgiveness - showing the need for Jesus 

and declaring Jesus to us. 



Then the Lord adds: 

The Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his 

temple. “Then - a second “Behold!” - - - “Behold” - - - he 

is coming! 

The Lord did come; he came suddenly.  

• Just think of the angel Gabriel's announcement to 

Zechariah. Zechariah was serving in the temple. He had 

entered the temple to burn incense. Suddenly the angel 

appeared to him. Gabriel told Zechariah that he would be 

the father of John; and that John would prepare the way 

for Jesus. 

• Not long aZer that, the angel Gabriel appeared suddenly 

to Mary. He did as she was going about her daily duAes. 

The angel announced that she would be the mother of 

Jesus. 40 days aZer she gave birth, she and Joseph 



presented Jesus to the Lord in the temple.  

They had been waiAng - 400 years - 400 years since Malachi 

foretold it - 400 years of silence. Then it all happened so 

suddenly - so quickly …  the Lord had come to his temple. He 

had come to be born of the Virgin, to live a perfect life for us; to 

be punished for us; to promise us heaven.  

The Lord came the first Ame to save us; he will come the 

second Ame to judge. So he asks: 

Who can endure the day of his coming and who can 

stand when he appears? He is like a refiner’s fire and a 

fuller’s soap. 

Just like dirt can’t endure fuller’s soap made of lye nor can dross 

stand before the refiner’s fire, sinners cannot stand before the 



holy Lord and live; they cannot endure his coming in 

judgement. 

So the Lord has to cleanse and purify to prepare us for that day. 

He does this by using the same fuller’s soap and the refiners 

fire.  

A fuller cleaned dirty clothes. Today we have the convenience of 

a washing machine. We throw the dirty clothes in the washing 

machine, add soap, turn on the cycle and the washing machine 

goes to work cleaning dirty clothes. 

In Malachi’s day, the fuller did that. He took a ribbed 

washboard, soap made of lye, water and dirty clothes. He 

would get the dirty clothes wet with the soapy water. Then he 

would scrub it across that ribbed washboard over and over. By 



using lye, scrubbing and washing with water,  the clothes came 

clean. 

So the Lord prepares us like a fuller. SomeAmes we feel like our 

lives are being scrubbed by a fuller; like a piece of clothing 

being rubbed over a ribbed washboard again and again. When 

that happens, God is using the soapy lye of the law to break 

loose sin that we cling to; aZer breaking it loose he uses the 

cleansing water of the gospel to wash us clean of our sin in the 

blood of Jesus.  

It is God at work with law and gospel in our lives.  Then, washed 

clean by the gospel he works in our lives to conform them more 

and more to his Word. 



Then there is the picture of the refiner’s fire: 

 “[The Lord] will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver and he 

will purify and refine them like gold and silver.” 

Today we go to a jeweler or go online, to buy a silver necklace 

or a gold ring. As you shop, you can learn how pure the 

precious metal is. If the gold or silver item is stamped with the 

number 999, it is 99.9% pure. While we can learn its purity, we 

don’t necessarily think about how it got to that purity. 

It gets purified in a refiner’s fire. A refiner's fire is a fire that 

reaches extreme heat. That extreme heat melts the crude silver 

or gold. When it melts, the dross rises to the top. The refiner 

then skims off the dross. Skimmed off, the crude ore is purified.  

SomeAmes our lives feel like we are being put in a refiner’s fire. 

The heat in that smelter is intense. It is the heat of trials and 



tribulaAon, afflicAon and adversity. The intense heat melts us so 

that God can skim off the dross in our lives - the false gods that 

we have made -  and put our trust in Jesus alone. TrusAng in 

him alone we are saved.  

It is another example of God using law and gospel in our lives to 

turn us from sin to faith in Jesus. Saved by faith, God brings 

forth the fruits of faith in our lives.  

Neither the fruits of faith nor conforming our lives to God’s 

word, though, save us. Even if our lives conformed like 99.9% 

refined gold or silver, that would not be good enough. God’s law 

demands 100% perfecAon. None of us come close. 

So “who can stand before him; who can endure the day of his 

coming?” People - with hearts scoured by the law and cleansed 

in the blood of Jesus; with hearts skimmed of the dross of false 



gods trusAng in Jesus alone -  can. You and I can, cleansed in the 

blood of Jesus and trusAng in him alone for salvaAon. Jesus 

alone is 100% pure and clean. Washed in his blood and trusAng 

in him alone his 100% perfect life is yours.  

Because of Jesus 100% pure and clean life given to you as a giZ 

and standing in him by faith, you can endure his coming. It will 

not be a day of terror like dirt before lye or dross before fire, 

but a day of great joy a day; and in which you and I will join our 

Lord in his heavenly temple where there are pleasures 

forevermore. Amen! 




