
Advent 3, 2021

Genesis 8:15-22

Part 1

It is that time of the year when we don’t get out much. The

days are dark. The days are rainy. The cold penetrates. We stay

inside. We feel depressed.

Back in the upper Midwest they call it “cabin fever.” Overcast

skies can last a month or longer. Temperatures don’t get above

freezing. Snow covers the ground. People for the most part

don’t go outside. They are confined to the floor walls of their

homes. For many, winter drags on and on. Depression sets in.

As they do they begin to get cabin fever. They can’t wait for a

taste of spring; for the sun to shine, the snow to melt; the

temperature to warm; and spirits to be lifted. They just want to

get out from those four walls.

1



Imagine, then, being enclosed behind the walls of the ark. The

day God told Noah to enter the ark, God closed the door. Noah

and his family were shut in. They could not get out. The skies

darkened. The rains came. The flood waters rose. The ark began

to float.

For nearly half a year the flood prevailed on the earth. Day in

and day out Noah and his family lived with animal noises,

animal smell, animal waste. Day in and day out the ark bobbed

up and down. Day in and day out there was no sense of where

they were. The dark walls, no doubt, closed in on them.

Life can feel like that at times. Like four walls closing in, trials

and tribulations close in on us. They do and

● We hurt when family and friends get hurt, when others

treat them less than kindly;

● We feel an ache in our hearts attending memorial and

funeral services of family and friends;
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● We see a world turning away from God, spinning out of

control, angry and greedy;

● We have covid and mandate fatigue, wondering when or if

it will ever end;

● We have our own personal problems, leaving us

○ worn, worried, and irritable,

○ anxious, stressed, overwhelmed,

○ doubting, discouraged and depressed.

When such things happen; when we suffer life‘s trials and

tribulations

● we do feel closed in; shut behind doors like Noah, or

locked in prison like we heard of John the Baptist;

● we feel our own life spinning out of control, lacking a

sense of where we are in life.

It is all a reminder that we live in a broken world; a world

broken by sin; sin ends in death; sin and death are the work of

the devil. They say that there is no way out for us.
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Part II

There was no way out for Noah either. There was not until the

Bible says that: “God remembered Noah.” From that moment

on the flood waters begin to recede. It took another seven

months before Noah could feel the ark was no longer moving. It

had come to rest on Mt. Arrarat.

● Noah waited two and half months more. Finally he began

to see the tops of mountains.

● He waited six more weeks and released a raven. It did not

return. A raven could survive in the debris.

● Noah waited another week and released a dove. It

returned. Doves can’t survive in debris like ravens can.

● Noah waited still another week and released the dove

again. It returned with a plucked olive leaf; a good sign.

● Noah waited a final week and sent the dove a third time. It

did not return. The water had subsided almost completely.
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Finally - after more than a year - God told Noah,

“Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and

your son’s wives with you. Bring out with you every living

thing that is with you. ”

So, Noah and his family left the ark. No doubt, they were ready

to get on with rebuilding life. Yet, the first thing we are told that

Noah did was that he

“Built an altar to the Lord; took of every clean animal and

bird and offered burnt offerings and the Lord smelled a

soothing aroma.”

Let’s connect some dots to Noah’s burnt offering. Later Old

Testament history gives us insight. At that time God ordained

priests to offer up burnt offerings. They chose a clean animal.

They killed it, drew its blood, collected the blood in a basin,

took the blood in hand, and sprinkled it on the four corners of

the altar. Then they burnt the entire animal victim on the altar.
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The smoke rising from the altar is said to have been a “pleasing

aroma to the Lord.”

So what does it all mean? The Bible says, “Without the

shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.” Without

forgiveness, we would remain separated from God, confined to

death; closed in the four walls of hell, in the frightening

possession of its warden, the devil; unable to get out.

The thing about Noah’s burnt offering, then, is that it pointed to

the shedding of Jesus’ blood. Every Old Testament priest who

later offered burnt offerings pointed to the shedding of Jesus’

blood. Every Old Testament prophet who foretold Jesus’ coming

pointed to the shedding of Jesus’ blood.

They got to say that Jesus was coming. John the Baptist got to

point out Jesus face to face. He got to point Jesus out with his

finger and say to the crowds, “Behold, the Lamb of God who
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takes away the sin of the world!” Jesus is the fulfillment of

every sacrificial lamb; of every Old Testament animal sacrifice.

Even when John was in prison, even when doubts swirled about

who Jesus was, John sent his disciples to Jesus. And Jesus sent

them to God’s Word. Tell John what you see and hear, “‘The

blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear;

the dead are raised, and the poor have the Gospel preached to

them.’ What the prophets foretold about the Promised Savior - -

- is met in Me!”

…and every New Testament preacher, our Corinthians reading

stated, is to faithfully walk in the steps of the Old Testament

prophets and John the Baptist. They are to faithfully point to

Jesus in word and sacrament. The content of that pointing is

this:

● Jesus gave us his perfect life for all; his perfect blameless

life, like a clean blemish-free animal victim, takes the place

of every sinner.
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● As the clean sacrificial victim, Jesus shed his blood and

sprinkled it on heaven's altar; his blood, like the pleasing

aroma of smoke rising from a burnt offering, pleased the

Father, making atonement for all.

All that has wonderful meaning for you:

● Jesus’ shed blood breaks open the prison doors of hell so

that Jesus says: “Go out! I have opened the prison doors of

hell for you. They cannot hold you in. The devil has nothing

on you, because he has nothing on Me.”

● Jesus’ shed blood breaks open the doors of the grave so

that Jesus will say on the Last Day: “Go out! ‘I am the

resurrection and the life.’ The grave must give you up to

live with me in a sinless body and soul forever.”

● Jesus’ shed blood says “Go out from the prison of doubts,

discouragement and depression. ‘Be not dismayed. I will

strengthen you; I will help you; yes, I will uphold you with

my righteous right hand.’”
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● Jesus’ shed blood says “Go out from worry, irritability and

fatigue. ‘Come unto me you who are weary and burdened

and I will give you rest.’”

● Jesus shed blood says, “Go out from confusion and lack of

direction. ‘I am the way, the truth and the life. No one

comes to the Father except through me.’”

Part III

After Noah gave the burnt offering to the Lord, we are told that

“The Lord said in his heart, I will never again curse the

ground for man’s sake, although the imagination of his

heart is evil from his youth. While the earth remains,

seedtime and harvest, winter and summer, day and night

shall not cease.”

When “the Lord said in his heart,” he resolved never again to

curse the earth because of man. It is not because human nature

changed. “The imagination of man’s heart is evil from his

youth.” No, human nature has not changed. Rather, in the
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midst of his wrath, God would remember his mercy. He would

give all a time of grace to turn from sin to faith in his dear Son,

Jesus. That time of grace lasts as long as the earth remains.

As long as the earth remains, then, as long as we are here in

this life:

● this is our time of grace, our time to hear the Word of God

- to gather around Word and Sacrament - and hearing, to

be saved;

● this is our time to connect family that has strayed from

God and friends that are searching - to connect them to

the Word of God - to send them a gospel encouragement -

that they, too, may hear and be saved.

Let’s back up and think about those words, “God said in his

heart” a little bit more. A church father reflected on those

words. He explained that the words literally read, “God said to

his heart.” Then he asked and answered: What is the heart of

God? Jesus says in another place, “the Father has loved Me.” In
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other words, Jesus is the heart of the Father. So when God

spoke to his heart; the Father spoke to Jesus.

After making that point the church father added a prayer.

Dear Jesus, You are the heart of your Father. You and your

Father together decided in favor of grace. You have calmed

and appeased the heart of your Father. If I have to steal

into your Father’s heart, all I have to do is take hold of you.

In times of my [trials and tribulations], I will commend

myself to you, then I will be commended to the heart of

your Father.

That is the message God wants his faithful messengers to bring

today as he did in the Old Testament and as John the Baptist

did. It is the message that points us to the Father’s heart, Jesus,

on account of whom the Father is gracious to us.
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Part IV

To be sure, the Father is gracious to us because of Jesus.

Because he is, we get to “Go out!”, from all the cabins that

would close us like four walls -

● from sin, death and the devil;

● from worries, stresses and doubts;

● from weariness, fatigue and depression;

● from a world spinning out of control.

We get to go out into the daylight of Jesus - the burnt offering

and pleasing aroma - who turns the Father’s gracious face

toward us.

Now come and get that grace at this altar. Here Jesus gives you

his blood shed for you; the very blood he sprinkled before

heaven’s altar; the very blood that turns the Father’s gracious

heart toward you. Come and go out from sin, death and the

devil by eating and drinking the body and blood of your Savior!

Amen!
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