
Advent Vespers  
for December 8, 2021 

Behold! 
 
1. The Opening Hymn: #106, “On Jordan’s Bank the Herald’s Cry” 
 
2.  The Confession of Sin, p. 120 
P:  Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, to render 
thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His most worthy praise, 
to hear His holy word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are 
necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before 
Him. Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and 
mercy. 
 
C:  Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. We 
have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against Your holy law. 
We have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not done those 
things which we should have done. Have mercy on us, O Lord! Spare us and restore us, 
according to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, Our Lord. For His sake grant 
that we may live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name. 
 
P:  The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, grace for 
true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
3. The Versicles, p. 120 
P:  O Lord, open my lips.  
C:  ♪And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 
P:  Make haste, O God, to deliver me.   
C:  ♪Make haste to help me, O Lord. 
All: ♪Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be; forever more. Amen. 
 

4. The Psalmody: Psalm 50 (Selected) 
P: Our God shall come, and shall `not keep silent;/ A fire shall devour before Him, And it shall be very 
tempestuous `all around Him. 
C:  ♪ He shall call to the heav`ens from above,/ And to the earth, that He may `judge His 
people: 
“Gather My saints to`gether to Me,/ Those who have made a covenant with Me `by sacrifice.” 
To the `wicked God says:/ “What right have you to declare My statutes, Or take My cove`nant 
in your mouth, 
Seeing you `hate instruction/ And cast My `words behind you? 
When you saw a thief, you con`sented with him,/ And have been a partaker with `adulterers. 
You sit and speak a`gainst your brother;/ You slander your `own mother’s son. 
These things `you have done,/ and `I kept silent; 



You thought that I was alto`gether like you;/ But I will rebuke you, And set them in order `before your 
eyes. 
“Now consider this, you `who forget God,/ Lest I tear you in pieces, And there be none `to 
deliver: 
Whoever offers praise `glorifies Me;/ And to him who orders his conduct aright I will show the 
sal`vation of God.” 
[Therefore] Call upon Me in the `day of trouble;/ I will deliver you, and you shall `glorify Me.” 
All: Glory be to the Father, ‘and to the Son / and to ‘the Holy Ghost; as it was in the be - 
‘ginning, is now / and ever shall be: forever - ‘more. Amen. 
 
5. The Lesson: Malachi 3:1-6 (ESV)                   
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek 
will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, 
he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 
when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier 
of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will 
bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the 
adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his 
wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear 
me, says the LORD of hosts. 

“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 

The Explanation to the Second Article: 
C: I believe that Jesus Christ is true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true 
man, born of the virgin Mary; and that He is my Lord, Who has redeemed me, a lost and 
condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from death and from the power of 
the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood, and with His innocent 
suffering and death; in order that I might be His own, live under Him in His kingdom, and 
serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness; even as He is risen from 
the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 
 
6. The Chief Hymn: #94:1,4-5,8, “O How Shall I Receive Thee” 
 
7. The Sermon: “ 
 
9. An Offering: The offering for the midweek Advent Service is designated for snake bit kits for the 
children in our Peruvian Amazon churches and for smart TVs to keep the remote mountain churches 
connected to their Peruvian brothers and sisters. 
 
10. The Versicle, p. 122 
P:  Let my prayers be set before You as incense:   
C:  ♪And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice 



The Magnificat, p. 123 
♪My soul / magnifies the Lord... And my spirit rejoices in / God my Savior. 
For He / has regarded... The low estate of / His handmaiden; 
For be-/-hold, from henceforth... all generations shall / call me blessed. 
For He that is mighty has / done to me great things… And ho-/-ly is His name. 
And His mercy is on / those that fear Him...From generation to / generation. 
He has shown / strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagi-/-nation of 
their hearts. 
He has put down the / mighty from their thrones...And exalted those / of low degree. 
He has filled the / hungry with good things...And the rich He has sent / empty away. 
He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance / of His mercy...As He spoke to our fathers, 
to Abraham and to his / seed forever. 
Glory be to the Father / and to the Son... and to / the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and / ever shall be... forev-/-er more. Amen. 
 
12.  The Prayers, Beginning with the Kyrie, p. 124 
♪Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
13.  The Lord's Prayer , p. 125 
♪Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 
the kingdom, and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
14.  The Collect, p. 126 
P:  Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us and with Your 
whole Church. Abide with us in the end of the day, in the end of our life, and in the end of the world. 
Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your 
strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the 
night of fear and despair when death shall come. Abide with us and with all the faithful through time 
and eternity. C: Amen. 
 
15.  The Benedicamus, p. 127 
P:  Let us bless the Lord.  
C: ♪Thanks be to God. 
 
16.  The Benediction, p. 127 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  
C: ♪Amen. 
 
17. A Closing Hymn, #124, From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” 
 
 
 


