
Announcements, Christmas 2

January 2, 2022

Welcome to Saved By Grace! If you are a guest, it is our pleasure to have you worship

with us today. We would be glad to answer any questions you may have and hope that

you will return to visit us again.

Today’s Theme: God Protects His Son Until It Is His Time to Die for All

In fleeing the murderous Herod, our young Lord goes to Egypt (Matt. 2:13–23), that the

prophecy might be fulfilled, “Out of Egypt I called my Son” (Hos. 11:1). Jesus submits

Himself to persecution and suffering in order to save us. Therefore, we should not think

it strange when we who are in Christ experience trials because of the faith (1 Pet.

4:12–19). Rather, we rejoice to share in Christ’s sufferings, knowing that we will also

share in His glory.

Christmas Tree and Decoration Take Down: After this morning’s service, we will take

down our Christmas tree and decorations and clean up. If you can stay and help, many

hands make the work go fast.

Private Confession and Absolution is available for anyone who desires it. Arrangements

for it can be made by contacting Pastor.

This Week’s  Schedule:

● Wednesday - 4:15 pm, Afterschool Class

● Thursday - 10:30 am Bible Class; 4:30 Online Confirmation Class

● Saturday - Noon, Confirmation

● Sunday, January 9 - 10 am, Service of Word and  Sacrament; 11 am, Acts Reading

Group



Christmas-tide Exhortation for Communion

A note to our guests: The Lord’s Supper is intended for those who have been instructed in the truths

of God’s Word, who can examine themselves spiritually, so that they can receive the Lord’s body and

blood for their spiritual benefit (I Cor. 11:25-27). If you are not a communing member of our

congregation, please speak with Pastor Bartels before communing.

For our members: The following exhortation will be used during the service in preparation for

communion:

Dear friends in Christ! In order that you may receive this holy Sacrament worthily, it is good that you

consider what you must now believe and do. From the words of Christ: “This is My body, which is

given for you; this is My blood which is shed for you for the remission of sins,” you should believe

that, the Sacrament is the manger and swaddling cloths into which it has pleased Christ to lay

Himself.” (Luther)  That is to say, the bread and wine are the humble means which bear and bring to

us Jesus’ true body and blood, as the words declare.

If this is the confession of your faith, answer: I do so believe.

From Christ’s words “for the remission of sins” you should believe that God came in the flesh and

was laid in a manger to shed his blood on the cross where he paid for your sins. Now, in the

Sacrament, He bestows upon you His body and blood to confirm unto you the forgiveness of all your

sins.

If this is your belief, say: Amen!

And finally, you should do as Christ commands you when He says, “Take, eat; drink of it, all of you,”

and  “this do in remembrance of Me.”

If it is your intent to do as Christ commands, indicate so by saying: I do so intend.

Upon your affirmative answers and declared intent, you have rightly examined yourselves and may

worthily eat Christ’s body and drink His blood for the forgiveness of all your sins.

You should also unite in giving thanks to Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for so

great a gift, and should love one another with a pure heart, and thus with the whole Christian

Church have comfort and joy in Christ our Lord. To this end may God the Father grant you His grace;

through the same, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 77, adapted)


