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2nd Sunday after Christmas, 2022 
(The 9th Day of Christmas) 

 
I. The Service of Preparation 

 
1.The Entrance Hymn: #165, “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” 
 
2. The Invocation, p 60 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: ♪ Amen. 
 
3. The Confession and Absolution, Rite I, p 60 
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
our sins to God, our Father, beseeching Him in the Name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
P: Our help is in the Name of the Lord. 
C: ♪ Who made heav’ n and earth.  
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;  
C: ♪ And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.  
P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.  
 
P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have 
sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Therefore we flee for 
refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for 
the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only begotten Son 
to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us 
remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us 
true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to 
Your Word, to the end, that by Your grace we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has 
given His only begotten Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us 
all our sins. To all who believe on His name He giveth the power to 



become the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. 
He who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 
 
4, 5. Introit/Gloria Patri 
L: ♪When Israel was a ‘child, I lov’d him, / and out of Egypt ‘I call’d My 
Son.  
C: Why do ‘the nations rage, / and the people ‘plot a vain thing?   
L: The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take coun-‘sel 
together, / against the Lord and against ‘His Anointed.  
All: Glory be to the Father, ‘and to the Son / and to ‘the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the be - ‘ginning, is now / and ever shall be: 
forever - ‘more. Amen. 
 
6. The Kyrie Eleison, p. 63 
C: ♪ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
7. Gloria in Excelsis hymn version, #35, “All Glory Be to God on 
High” 
 
8. The Salutation, p. 66 
P: The Lord be with you. C: ♪ And with your spirit. 
 
9. Collect, p. 66 
P  O Lord God, heavenly Father, you allowed Your dear Son, Jesus 
Christ, to become a stranger in a sojourner in Egypt for our sakes, and 
led Him safely home to His fatherland: Mercifully grant that we poor 
sinners, who are strangers and sojourners in this perilous world, may 
soon be called home to our true fatherland, the kingdom of heaven, 
where we shall live in eternal joy and glory; through the same Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one true God, now and forever. C: ♪ Amen. 
 

 
II. The Service of the Word 

 
10. The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 18:22-33       
Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, but 



Abraham still stood before the LORD. And Abraham came near and 
said, “Would You also destroy the righteous with the 
wicked? Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city; would You 
also destroy the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous that 
were in it? Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the 
righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the 
wicked; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right?” So the LORD said, “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the 
city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.”  
 
Then Abraham answered and said, “Indeed now, I who am but dust 
and ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: Suppose 
there were five less than the fifty righteous; would You destroy all of 
the city for lack of five?” So He said, “If I find there forty-five, I will not 
destroy it.” And he spoke to Him yet again and said, “Suppose there 
should be forty found there?” So He said, “I will not do it for the sake 
of forty.” Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: 
Suppose thirty should be found there?” So He said, “I will not do it if I 
find thirty there.” And he said, “Indeed now, I have taken it upon 
myself to speak to the Lord: Suppose twenty should be found there?” 
So He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty.” Then he 
said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but once more: 
Suppose ten should be found there?” And He said, “I will not 
destroy it for the sake of ten.”  

So the LORD went His way as soon as He had finished speaking with 
Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place. 

11. The Gradual: 
L: Al - ’le-lu-ia! / let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad 
‘before the Lord: 
C: For he has made known ‘His salvation / Al - ’le-lu-ia! 
 
12. Epistle: I Peter 4:12-19                
Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to 
try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; but 
rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when 
His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. If you 



are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit 
of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is 
blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. But let none of you 
suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other 
people’s matters. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter. 

For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; 
and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not 
obey the gospel of God? Now      
 “If the righteous one is scarcely saved,    
 Where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?”          
Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit 
their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator. 

13. The Alleluia:                
L: Al - ’le-lu-ia! / / the Word was ‘made flesh 
C: And dwelt ‘a-mong us / Al - ’le-lu-ia! 
 
14. Gospel, p. 68:  
P: The Holy Gospel is written in the 2nd chapter of the Gospel 
according to St. Matthew, the 13th verse.  (rise) C: ♪ Glory be to You, 
O Lord! 

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His 
mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod 
will seek the young Child to destroy Him.” 

When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and 
departed for Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 
saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” 

Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was 
exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male 
children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years 
old and under, according to the time which he had determined from 



the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the 
prophet, saying: 

“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children, 
Refusing to be comforted, 
Because they are no more.” 

Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in 
a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and 
His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the 
young Child’s life are dead.” Then he arose, took the young Child and 
His mother, and came into the land of Israel. 

But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of 
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned by God 
in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. And he came 
and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the prophets, “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
C: ♪ Praise be to You, O Christ! 
 
15. The Apostles’ Creed, p. 68  
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from there he shall come to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 
Church, the Communion of Saints, the Forgiveness of sins, the 
Resurrection of the body, and the Life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 



16. The Chief Hymn: #163, “O Rejoice, Ye Christians, Loudly” 
 
17. Sermon Text/Theme: Genesis 12:22-33, Matthew 2:13-23, I Peter 
4:12-19 “No Matter How the Church’s Enemies Rage, You Are Safe in 
Jesus’ Hands.” 
 
P: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto everlasting life. Amen. 
 
18. A Hymns: #161:1-3, “O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is”   
 
18, b. The Offering while the offering is brought forward, the 
congregation sings Hymn #102:5) 
 

O rich the gifts Thou bring’st us, 
Thyself made poor and weak; 

O love beyond expression, 
That thus can sinners seek! 

For this, O Lord, will we 
Our joyous tribute bring Thee, 
And glad Hosannas sing Thee, 

And ever grateful be. 
 
 (In addition to giving for home purposes at Saved By Grace Lutheran 
church, our congregation is also a member of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod [ELS]. As a member congregation of the ELS we have joined the 
right hand of fellowship with the other ELS congregations to operate 
our seminary and to do mission work. If you would like to give an 
offering to the ELS, envelopes are provided in the church entry marked, 
“My Offering for the Evangelical Lutheran Synod”) 
 
19. The Prayer of the Church 
 
23. The Lord’s Prayer (sung in unison)  
♪ Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 



temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen  
 
24. A Hymn: #145, “What Child Is This?” 
 
25. The Collect II  
P: Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be 
written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, 
learn and take them to heart, that by the patience and comfort of 
Your Holy Word we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope 
of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 
forever. C: ♪ Amen.  
 
26. The Benediction  
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 
upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance 
upon you and give + you peace.  
C: ♪ Amen, amen, amen.  
 
27. The Closing Hymn: #161:4-6. “O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is” 
 

 
 
 


