
Christmas Eve, 2021

Luke 2:

Dear heavenly Father, tonight we have finally arrived at

Christmas and the Gift you gave us lying in the manger; your

Son, our Savior. We thank you for the children whose

participation in tonight’s service by word and song told us of

this, your Gift to us. We pray that you keep them always in

Jesus. Now we ask that as we think about your Gift for a few

moments that you would bless the words of my mouth and the

meditation of our hearts. In Jesus, our dear Savior’s name.

Amen.

Part I

Lots of traditions have become connected with Christmas. For

example, maybe you have heard of the book “Elf On the Shelf.”

It was written by a mother whose children wanted to know how

the made up character, “Santa” could tell if they were “naughty

or nice.”
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In the story an elf doll would arrive at their home around

Thanksgiving. He was to watch the children’s behavior at home,

at play, at school and report it to Santa each night. The next

morning when the children woke up, they would discover the

elf had returned. He was resting in a new and different place.

By Christmas morning the children would know if they had been

naughty or nice; if they had earned Santa’s favor or not.

My wife picked up on this tradition, but gave it a gospel

oriented twist. The word “Gospel” means “Good News.” My

wife told me she wanted to make use of the “Elf in the Shelf” to

tell God’s Good News of Jesus our Savior.

So, each week the elf would appear somewhere in the house.

Our grandchildren would have to find him. A clue about some

aspect of Jesus would help them.  When they found the elf,

they would find some token that he left. The token would help

them remember that aspect about Jesus. For example, if the
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clue was that Jesus cleanses us of sin to make us “white as

snow,” the token they got was a stuffed snowball.

Each week until Christmas, then, he would appear somewhere

else in the house. Then, on Christmas day, the elf is always at

the manger worshiping the Christ Child. After that, he

disappears. In that way the children are led to the Gift in the

manger; what Christmas is all about.

The manger is where we have finally arrived tonight … and that

is a special place. The Christmas angel put it like this to the

shepherds,

“Behold, I bring you good news of great joy; for unto you is

born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the

Lord. And this will be a sign to you, you will find the baby

wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger”

The baby in the manger, the angel says, is “Christ, the Lord;”

that means - as we learn in the catechism - that he is “true God,
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begotten of the Father in eternity.” The angel also says, he “is

born;” that means - as we also learn in the catechism - that he

is “true man, born of the virgin Mary.” The baby Jesus is both

true God and true Man; God’s Gift to you and me.

The wonderful thing about God’s Gift is that his Gift does not

depend upon if we have been “naughty or nice.”

None of us have behavior that is always “nice;” behavior that

earns God’s favor. We sin. We break the rules at home; at play;

at school; at work. We break God’s rules. That earns not God’s

favor but his disfavor; not his approval, but his punishment.

We know that, because we die. Sin is the reason we die.

Yet, God does not hold our bad behavior against us. That is why

he gave us the Gift of his Son. His Son would keep all of God’s

rules for us; be punished by his Father in our place and by

doing that earn God’s favor for every one of us.
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That is to say, this tiny baby, Jesus, held in Mary’s arms would

go from the manger - to the cross - to the empty tomb - to sit at

his Father’s right hand - all for you; for me - to bring us to be

there with him one day - all to be our Savior from sin, death and

the devil.

The result of all Jesus did for you and me, is that he gives us a

desire to be on our best behavior - not because we can earn

God’s favor, which we can’t - but only out of thanks to Jesus,

who earned God’s favor for us.

Tonight, then, is, as the angel says, “good news of great joy!”

God opens heaven again and gives us his own Son! The gifts

that we give are tokens of God’s Gift to us; the Gift of his Son

who gives us eternal life. Of all the gifts we can give or get God’s

Gift of his Son, Jesus, is the one Gift we need most of all.

Treasure him in your heart. Amen!

5


