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(Please note: Bold Print Hymn verses children sing only) 
 
Processional Hymn: #133:1-3 - “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (please rise during the last verse) 
 
Invocation 
 
The Prayer of the Church for Christmas Eve/Lord's Prayer 
P: ...Lord, in Your mercy... C: Hear our prayer. 
 
Lessons and Carols: 
 
Genesis 3:1-15 [Pastor] No sooner did Adam and Eve fall into sin, than God promised to 
send the Savior. The Savior would be the Seed (Descendant) of Eve, the mother of the 
human race. 
 
Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord God had 
made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree 
of the garden’?” 
 
And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but 
of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not 
eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 
 
Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that in the 
day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” 
 
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the 
eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to 
her husband with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 
coverings. And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool 
of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden. 
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Then the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, [Marshall]“Where are you?” 
 
So he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I 
hid myself.” 
 
And He said, [Marshall] “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from 
the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?” 
 
Then the man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, 
and I ate.” 
 
And the Lord God said to the woman, [Marshall] “What is this you have done?” 
 
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 
So the Lord God said to the serpent: 
[Marshall] “Because you have done this, 
You are cursed more than all cattle, 
And more than every beast of the field; 
On your belly you shall go, 
And you shall eat dust 
All the days of your life. 
And I will put enmity 
Between you and the woman, 
And between your seed and her Seed; 
He shall bruise your head, 
And you shall bruise His heel.” 
 
Hymn: “From Your Throne Above”  
1. From Your throne above, 
God of wondrous love, 
You beheld our lost condition, 
Doomed for sin to hell’s perdition, 
And to save our race 
Shed abroad Your grace. 

 2. When our first par’nts fell— 
And thus we as well— 
You then promised them the Savior. 
Who by His own pure behavior 
And His cursèd cross 
Would retrieve our loss.  
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3. To the Savior then 
You through chosen men 
Bore sweet witness through the ages, 
Scribed thru them on Scripture’s pages 
So that all might know 
Our dear Savior so. 
   
 

6. O awaited morn 
When He would be born 
Of the blessed Virgin Mary, 
So that He for us might carry 
All our wretched sin     
And our rescue win!   

• Copyright, Harry Bartels 
 

Genesis 22:1-3, 9-18  [Marshall] In Genesis 22 God gives us a glimpse into His heart. He 
does by calling on Abraham to sacrifice his only son, Isaac. God spared Isaac, though, by 
providing a ram. God would not spare his Son, but sacrificed Him to spare us. After 
providing the ram, God promised that Eve's Descendant would be a Descendant of 
Abraham, the father of the Israelite nation. 
 
Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, 
[Aaron B] “Abraham!” 
 
And he said, [Austin] “Here I am.” 
 
Then He said, [Aaron B] “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell you.” 
 
So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his 
young men with him … Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And 
Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son 
and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. And Abraham stretched out his hand and took 
the knife to slay his son. 
 
But the Angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, [Aaron B] “Abraham, 
Abraham!” 
 
So he said, [Austin] “Here I am.” 
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And He said, [Aaron B] “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for 
now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, 
from Me.” 
 
Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a 
thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt 
offering instead of his son. And Abraham called the name of the place, The-Lord-Will-
Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 
 
Then the Angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, and said: 
[Aaron B] “By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this 
thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son … I will bless you, … In your 
seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My 
voice.” 
 
Hymn #181:1,3-4, “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 
 
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 [Danny] Ever since the fall into sin, the human race sat in the darkness of 
sin and unbelief. Into this darkness the Light would shine. The Light would shine as Eve's 
Descendant would be born of the virgin Mary; given to us by His Father in heaven. 
 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them a light has shined. 
[Noah] For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; 
And the government will be upon His shoulder. 
And His name will be called 
[All Children] Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, 
Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, 
To order it and establish it with judgment and justice 
From that time forward, even forever. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 
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O Come Little Children 
 

1. O Come, Little Children, O come, one and all, 
To Bethlehem haste, to the manger so small, 

God’s Son for a gift has been sent you this night 
To be your Redeemer, your Joy and Delight. 

 
2. He's born in a stable for you and for me, 

Draw near by the bright gleaming star light to see 
In swaddling clothes lying, so meek and so mild, 

And purer than angels, the heavenly Child. 
 

3. See Mary and Joseph with the love beaming eyes 
Are gazing upon the rude bed where he lies, 

The shepherds are kneeling, with hearts full of love, 
While angels sing loud Alleluias above. 

 
4. Kneel down and adore him with shepherd's today, 

Lift up little hands now, and praise Him as they; 
Rejoice that a Savior from sin you can boast, 

And join in the song of the heavenly host. 
 

Micah 5:2-4 [Danny] Through the prophet, God further narrows the prophecies of Eve's 
Seed. Her Descendant would be born in King David's hometown, Bethlehem. 
 
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, 
Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, 
Whose goings forth are from of old, From everlasting.” 
Therefore He shall give them up, 
Until the time that she who is in labor has given birth; 
Then the remnant of His brethren Shall return to the children of Israel. 
And He shall stand and feed His flock In the strength of the Lord, 
In the majesty of the name of the Lord His God; 
And they shall abide, For now He shall be great To the ends of the earth; 
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Hymn # 139, “Once in Royal David’s City”  
 
1. Once in royal David’s city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed 
Where a mother laid her Baby 
In a manger for His bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little Child.  
 
2. He came down to earth from heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable, 
And His cradle was a stall; 
With the poor and mean and lowly 
Lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

3. [Halls] Jesus is our childhood’s pattern; 
Day by day like us He grew; 
He was little, weak, and helpless; 
Tears and smiles like us He knew; 
And He feeleth for our sadness, 
And He shareth in our gladness. 
 
4. And our eyes at last shall see Him, 
Through His own redeeming love; 
For that Child, so dear and gentle, 
Is our Lord in heav’n  above; 
And He leads His children on 
To the place where He is gone. 
 

5. Not in that poor lowly stable 
With the oxen standing by 

We shall see Him, but in heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high; 

Where, like stars, His children crowned, 
All in white shall wait around. 

 
Luke 1:26-35,38 [Marshall] The angel Gabriel visits Mary. Mary is told that she would be 
the mother of Eve's Descendant, the Promised Savior. It was time for Him to come. His 
conception would be miraculous – for Mary was a virgin. 
 
Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. And having come in, the angel said to her, 
[Danny]“Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among 
women!” 
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But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of 
greeting this was. Then the angel said to her, [Danny] “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring 
forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 
And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will 
be no end.” 
 
Then Mary said to the angel, [Anastasia/Jenna] “How can this be, since I do not know 
a man?” 
 
And the angel answered and said to her, [Danny] “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy 
One who is to be born will be called the Son of God … For with God nothing will be 
impossible.” 
 
Then Mary said, [Anastasia/Jenna] “Let it be to me according to your word.” And the 
angel departed from her. 
 
Hymn: “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” 
 
1. “From heav’n above to earth I come 
To bear good news to ev’ry home; 
Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 
Whereof I now will say and sing: 
  
2. “To you this night is born a Child 
Of Mary, chosen Virgin mild; 
This little Child, of lowly birth, 
Shall be the joy of all the earth. 
  

13. Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 
Within my heart, that it may be 
A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 
  
15. Glory to God in highest heav’n, 
Who unto us His Son hath giv’n! 
While angels sing with pious mirth 
A glad new year to all the earth. 
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Luke 2:1-7: [Danny]Luke relates the birth of Jesus, placing it in the context of history and 
the humble circumstances of his birth.        
  
And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 
the world should be registered. This census first took place while Quirinius was 
governing Syria. So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to 
be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. So it was, that while they 
were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. [Aaron B] And she 
brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid 
Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
 
Hymn, #119, “Away In A Manger”  
 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus lay down His sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

  
2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care 

And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
 
Luke 2:8-16 [Marshall] God sends His messengers from heaven. They preach in word and 
song that the Promise Savior has come. Upon hearing the preaching of the glad tidings, the 
shepherds visit the manger. 
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Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said 
to them, [Danny] “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a 
Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:  [All Children] 
“Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 
 
So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds 
said to one another, [All Children] “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they came with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 
 
Hymn # 125:1-2,4, “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
 
Text and Homily – Luke 2:10-11, “God’s Gift in the Manger” 
 
Offering 
 
Collect for Christmas Eve 
 
Aaronic Blessing 
 
Dismissal Hymn #140, Silent Night, cello and piano accompaniment 
 
(Candles will be handed out for the singing of “Silent Night.” During the singing of the 
carol, the lights will be dimmed and the candles may be turned on.) 
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Thank You: 
• To all who participated in tonight’s service: 

o Children – Aaron, Anastasia and Austin Bahena; Aaron, Danny, Noah and 
Jenna Hall, Marshall Jr. and Gwen Peppel 

o Teachers/Helpers – Marisol Bahena, Dawn Bartels and Jessica Hall 
o Musicians – John Rakos, organist; Nikki Sparley; pianist, Ephraim Trapp, 

cellist 
• Providers of the Christmas' Sacks: Dawn Bartels, Pastor Harry and Ardyce Bartels, 

Roger and Jean Brink, Grace Gustafson, Sandy Powell, Wilma and Cam Johnson 
• Flower Arranger: Jean Campbell 
• John and Andrew Rakos for making improvements to the sound system 

 
Poinsettias given by: 
 Jean Brink in memory of Dee Provo, mother 

Roger Brink in memory of Bob Brink, father 
Jean Campbell in memory of Don Campbell, husband 
Tami Campbell in memory of Jeff, cousin 
Sandy Powell in memory of Jean Dove, mother 
Mel Provo in memory of Dee Provo, wife 
John Rakos in memory of Cindy Rakos, mother 
David and Nikki Sparley in memory of Sigurd Lee, Gwen Guarke, and Larry 
Fortune 

 
Tomorrow: Christmas Festival of Word and Sacrament, 10 am 
Sunday: 2nd Christmas Day Service of Word and Sacrament, 10 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


