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Advent 4 
Matins, p. 109 

 
Prelude, “Hear the Cry!” – Chime Choir 
 
1. A Hymn #90:1-4,7, “Savior of the Nations Come” 
 
2. The Confession of Sin, p. 109 
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God 
our heavenly Father, to render thanks for these great benefits that we 
have received at His hand, to set forth His most worthy praise, to hear 
his Holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, those 
things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us 
worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before Him. Let us confess 
our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite 
grace and mercy. 
 
C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your 
ways like lost sheep. We have followed the devices and desires of 
our hearts. We have offended against Your holy law. We have 
done those things which we should not have done, and we have 
not done those things which we should have done. Have mercy 
on us, O Lord! Spare us and restore us, according to the promises 
You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant 
that we may live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of 
Your holy name.  
 
P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and 
forgiveness of all our sins, grace for true repentance and amendment 
of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
3. The Versicles, p. 109 
L: ♪ O Lord open my lips.   
C: And my mouth shall show forth Your praise 
L:  Make haste O God, to deliver me.  
C: Make haste to help me, O Lord.  



All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: forever-
more. A-men. Alleluia    
 
4. The Invitatory / Venite, p.p. 110/111 
P: ♪ O come, let us worship the Lord.  
C: For He is our Maker.  
 
C: ♪ ‘Oh come, let us sing to ‘the LORD! Let us make a joyful noise 
to the Rock of ‘our salvation. ‘Let us come before His presence 
with thanks-‘giving; and make a joyful ‘noise to Him with psalms. 
‘For the LORD is the gre-‘at God, And the great ‘King above all 
gods. ‘In His hand are the deep places of ‘the earth; the strength 
of the hills is ‘His also. ‘The sea is His, for He  ‘made it; And His 
hands ‘form-ed the dry land. ‘Oh come, let us worship and b-’ow 
down; Let us kneel before the ‘LORD our Maker. ‘For He is ‘our 
God, And we are the people of His pasture, And the ‘sheep of His 
hand. ‘Glory be to the Father, and to ‘the Son, and ‘to the Holy 
Ghost. ‘As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever ‘shall be: for-
‘evermore. Amen.  
 
6: The Psalmody/Introit – Chime Choir 
Rain down, you heavens “from above, / and let the skies pour down 
‘right-eousness. 
Let the ‘earth open, / and bring forth ‘sal-va-tion. 
The heavens declare the ‘glory of God, / And the firmament show his 
hand-i-work. 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son/ and to `the Holy Ghost; As it 
was in the be`ginning, is now,/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  A-
men. 
 
7. The Lection, p. 112 
 
Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 17:15-22         
And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call 
her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and 
moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall 
become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” Then 



Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, “Shall a 
child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who 
is ninety years old, bear a child?” And Abraham said to God, “Oh that 
Ishmael might live before you!” God said, “No, but Sarah your wife 
shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will establish 
my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring 
after him. As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I have blessed him 
and will make him fruitful and multiply him greatly. He shall father 
twelve princes, and I will make him into a great nation. But I will 
establish my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at 
this time next year.” 

When he had finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham. 

Hymn Response: “From Your Throne Above” – Chime Choir 
 
1. From Your throne above, 
 God of wondrous love, 
 You beheld our lost condition, 
 Doomed for sin to hell’s perdition, 
 And to save our race  
 Shed abroad Your grace. 
 

2. When our first par’nts fell— 
And thus we as well— 
You then promised them the Savior. 
Who by His own pure behavior 
And His cursèd cross 
 Would retrieve our loss.

3. To the Savior then 
You through chosen men 

Bore sweet witness through the ages, 
Scribed thru them on Scripture’s pages 

So that all might know 
Our dear Savior so. 

 
Epistle: Philippians 4:4-7                  
Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! Let 
your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. Be anxious 
for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 
 
Hymn Response: #111:1,4,9, “When Sinners See Their Lost 
Condition”  



 
Gospel: John 1:19-28                       
Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed, and 
did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” And they asked 
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are 
you, that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you 
say about yourself?” He said: “I am ‘The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: “Make straight the way of the LORD,” ’as the prophet Isaiah 
said.”  

Now those who were sent were from the Pharisees. And they asked 
him, saying, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor 
Elijah, nor the Prophet?” John answered them, saying, “I baptize with 
water, but there stands One among you whom you do not know. It is 
He who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal strap 
I am not worthy to loose.” These things were done in Bethabara 
beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

8. A Hymn: #110, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” – Chime Choir 
 
1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
4. O come, Thou Rod of Jesse’s stem; 
From ev’ry foe deliver them 
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

5. O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
6. O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 
 
 
 



7. O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 
9. Sermon Text and Theme: Genesis 17:15-22, “The Laughter that 
Springs from God’s Promise of the Savior” 
 
10. An Offering:  Chime Choir, “Hark the Glad Sound, the Savior 
Comes” 
 
As the offering is brought forward, the congregation sings, hymn 
#105:5 

O rich the gifts Thou bring’st us. 
Thyself made poor and weak; 

O love beyond expression, 
That thus can sinners seek! 

For this, O Lord, will we 
Our joyous tribute to bring Thee, 

And glad Hosannas sing Thee, 
And ever grateful be. 

    
(In addition to giving for home purposes at Saved By Grace Lutheran 
church, our congregation is also a member of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod [ELS]. As a member congregation of the ELS we have joined the 
right hand of fellowship with the other ELS congregations to operate 
our seminary and to do mission work. If you would like to give an 
offering to the ELS, envelopes are provided in the church entry marked, 
“My Offering for the Evangelical Lutheran Synod”) 
  
11. The Canticle: Hymn #46, “Sing Praise to the God of Israel” 
 
12. The Prayer of the Church 
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord: C: Lord, have mercy… 
 
 



 
13. The Lord’s Prayer (sung in unison), p. 117 
All: ♪ Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
14. The Collect, p. 118 (at bottom of the page)  
Lord God, Heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your boundless grace, 
for the sake of Your Son, You have given us the Holy Gospel, and have 
instituted the Holy Sacraments, that through them we may have 
comfort and forgiveness of sin; we beseech You, grant us Your Holy 
Spirit, that we may believe Your Word; and through the Holy 
Sacraments day by day establish our faith, until we at last obtain 
salvation, though Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.  C: ♪ Amen. 
 
15. The Benedicamus 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: ♪ Thanks be to God. 
 
16. The Benediction 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  C: ♪ Amen. 
 
17. A Hymn: “From Your Throne Above” – Chime Choir 
 
4. When the time drew near 
For Him to appear, 
Came Your high annunciation 
To that virgin of low station,      
That from her own womb 
 He would now soon come. 
 
 
 
 

5. When she asked to know  
How this would be so, 
You had Gabriel inform her: 
“By the Holy Spirit’s power 
You this child will bear, 
 God’s own Son and heir.” 
 
 
 
 



6. O awaited morn 
When He would be born 
Of the blessed Virgin Mary, 
So that He for us might carry 
All our wretched sin      
And our rescue win! 
 

7. Through these Advent days 
We now gladly praise 
You, our gracious God in heaven, 
 For Your promises long given 
 By which we believe 
 And Your grace receive.

8. From Your throne above 
Move us with Your love 

Now to bear to ev’ry nation 
This blest Advent proclamation, 

To each land and clime 
Bring Your saving  Name! 



 


