
Lent Vespers 5: Vespers, p. 120

Hymns: 296, 297, 423, 596

4. The Psalmody: Psalm 109:1–7, 20–31

L: ♪ Do `not keep silent,/ O `God of my praise!
C: For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful
Have op`ened against me;/ They have spoken against me with `a lying tongue.
They have also surrounded me with `words of hatred,/ And fought against me `without a cause.
In return for my love they are `my accusers,/ But I give `myself to prayer.
Thus they have rewarded me `evil for good,/ And ha`tred for my love.
Set a wicked `man over him,/ And let an accuser stand `at his right hand.
When he is judged, let him `be found guilty,/ And let his `prayer become sin.
Let this be the Lord’s reward to `my accusers,/ And to those who speak evil a`gainst my person.
But You, O GOD the Lord, Deal with me `for Your name’s sake;/ Because Your mercy is good,
`deliver me.
For I am `poor and needy,/ And my heart is wound`ed within me.
I am gone like a shadow `when it lengthens;/ I am shaken off `like a locust.
My knees are `weak through fasting,/ And my flesh is feeble from `lack of fatness.
I also have become a `reproach to them;/ When they look at me, `they shake their heads.
Help me, `O Lord my God!/ Oh, save me according `to Your mercy,
That they may know that `this is Your hand—/ That You, `Lord, have done it!
Let them `curse, but You bless;/ When they arise, let them be ashamed, But let Your `servant
rejoice.
Let my accusers `be clothed with shame,/ And let them cover themselves with their own disgrace
as `with a mantle.
I will greatly praise the `Lord with my mouth;/ Yes, I will praise Him among `the multitude.
For He shall stand at the right `hand of the poor,/ To save him from those `who condemn him.
Glory be to the Father, ‘and to the Son, and to ‘the Holy Ghost; / as it was in the be-’ginning, is
now, and ever shall be: forever-’more. Amen.

5. The Lessons
Ezekiel 11:17–21
17“Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord God: I will gather you from the peoples and assemble you out
of the countries where you have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.’ 18And when
they come there, they will remove from it all its detestable things and all its abominations. 19And I
will give them one heart, and a new spirit I will put within them. I will remove the heart of stone
from their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, 20that they may walk in My statutes and keep My
rules and obey them. And they shall be My people, and I will be their God. 21But as for those whose
heart goes after their detestable things and their abominations, I will bring their deeds upon their
own heads, declares the Lord God.”

P: O Lord, have mercy on us. C: ♪ Thanks be to You, O Lord!



2 Corinthians 4:1–6
1Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 2But we have
renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s
word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone’s
conscience in the sight of God. 3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are
perishing. 4In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For what
we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’
sake. 6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

P: O Lord, have mercy on us. C: ♪ Thanks be to You, O Lord!

John 19:1–16
1Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged Him. 2And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and
put it on His head and arrayed Him in a purple robe. 3They came up to Him, saying, “Hail, King of
the Jews!” and struck Him with their hands. 4Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am
bringing Him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt in Him.” 5So Jesus came out, wearing
the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” 6When the chief
priests and the officers saw Him, they cried out, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” Pilate said to them,
“Take Him yourselves and crucify Him, for I find no guilt in Him.” 7The Jews answered him, “We
have a law, and according to that law He ought to die because He has made Himself the Son of
God.” 8When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 9He entered his headquarters
again and said to Jesus, “Where are You from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10So Pilate said to
Him, “You will not speak to me? Do You not know that I have authority to release You and authority
to crucify You?” 11Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over Me at all unless it had
been given you from above. Therefore he who delivered Me over to you has the greater sin.”

12From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are
not Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.” 13So when Pilate heard
these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone
Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. 14Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was
about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 15They cried out, “Away with Him,
away with Him, crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests
answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 16So he delivered Him over to them to be crucified.

P: O Lord, have mercy on us. C: ♪ Thanks be to You, O Lord!


