
Ascension (observed)

Divine Rite II, p. 60

Hymns,
1. Opening, #388
16. Sermon, #389:1-5
27. Communion, #310
34. Closing, #389:6-7

4, 5. Introit/Gloria Patri
L: ♪ Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up
‘into heaven? / Al-le-lu-ia!
C: The same Jesus, who was taken up from you
‘into heaven, / will so come in like manner as you
saw him go ‘ into heaven.
L:  Al-le-lu-ia! / Al-le-lu-ia! /
C: Oh, clap your hands, ‘all you peoples! / Shout
to God with a voice ‘of triumph!
All: Glory be to the Father, ‘and to the Son, and to
‘the Holy Ghost; as it was in the be-’ginning, is
now,  and ever shall be: forever-’more. A-men.

6. The Kyrie Eleison, p. 62
C: ♪ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have
mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us

7. The Gloria in Excelsis, p. 64
♪ Glory be to God on high:
And on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You.
We glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your
great glory.  O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the
Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have
mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world,
receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of God
the Father, have mercy upon us.

For You only are holy, You only are the Lord.
You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are most
high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

8. The Salutation, p. 66
P: The Lord be with you. C: ♪ And with your
spirit.

9. Collect, p. 66
P: Grant, we beseech you, almighty God, that
just as we believe Your only begotten Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ, to have ascended into the
heavens, so may we also in heart and mind to
heaven ascend, and continually dwell with Him,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one true  God, now and forever. C: ♪
Amen.

10. The Old Testament Lesson: I Samuel 8

Now it came to pass when Samuel was old that
he made his sons judges over Israel. The name of
his firstborn was Joel, and the name of his
second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba.
But his sons did not walk in his ways; they turned
aside after dishonest gain, took bribes, and
perverted justice.

Then all the elders of Israel gathered together
and came to Samuel at Ramah, and said to him,
“Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in
your ways. Now make us a king to judge us like
all the nations.”

But the thing displeased Samuel when they said,
“Give us a king to judge us.” So Samuel prayed to
the Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel, “Heed the
voice of the people in all that they say to you; for
they have not rejected you, but they have
rejected Me, that I should not reign over them.
According to all the works which they have done
since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt,
even to this day—with which they have forsaken
Me and served other gods—so they are doing to
you also. Now therefore, heed their voice.
However, you shall solemnly forewarn them, and
show them the behavior of the king who will
reign over them.”

So Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the
people who asked him for a king. And he said,
“This will be the behavior of the king who will
reign over you: He will take your sons and
appoint them for his own chariots and to be his
horsemen, and some will run before his chariots.
He will appoint captains over his thousands and
captains over his fifties, will set some to plow his
ground and reap his harvest, and some to make
his weapons of war and equipment for his
chariots. He will take your daughters to be
perfumers, cooks, and bakers. And he will take
the best of your fields, your vineyards, and your
olive groves, and give them to his servants. He
will take a tenth of your grain and your vintage,



and give it to his officers and servants. And he
will take your male servants, your female
servants, your finest young men, and your
donkeys, and put them to his work. He will take a
tenth of your sheep. And you will be his servants.
And you will cry out in that day because of your
king whom you have chosen for yourselves, and
the Lord will not hear you in that day.”

Nevertheless the people refused to obey the
voice of Samuel; and they said, “No, but we will
have a king over us, that we also may be like all
the nations, and that our king may judge us and
go out before us and fight our battles.”

And Samuel heard all the words of the people,
and he repeated them in the hearing of the Lord.
So the Lord said to Samuel, “Heed their voice,
and make them a king.”

And Samuel said to the men of Israel, “Every man
go to his city.”

11. The Gradual:
L: ♪ Al-‘le-lu-ia! / Christ ‘our Pass-ov-er
C: Was sacrificed ‘for us. / Al ‘le-lu-ia!

12. Epistle: Acts 1:1-11
The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all
that Jesus began both to do and teach, until the
day in which He was taken up, after He through
the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the
apostles whom He had chosen, to whom He also
presented Himself alive after His suffering by
many infallible proofs, being seen by them
during forty days and speaking of the things
pertaining to the kingdom of God.

And being assembled together with them, He
commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem,
but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,”
He said, “you have heard from Me; for John truly
baptized with water, but you shall be baptized
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
Therefore, when they had come together, they
asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time
restore the kingdom to Israel?” And He said to
them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons
which the Father has put in His own authority.
But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses
to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth.”

Now when He had spoken these things, while
they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud

received Him out of their sight. And while they
looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up,
behold, two men stood by them in white apparel,
who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand
gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was
taken up from you into heaven, will so come in
like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”

13. The Alleluia:
L: Al-’le-lu-ia! / The Lord ‘is risen!
C: He is ‘risen indeed! / Al-’le-lu-ia!

14. Gospel: The Holy Gospel is written in the
16th chapter of the Gospel according to St.
Luke, beginning at  the 44th  verse. (rise )

C: ♪ Glory be to You, O Lord!

Then He said to them, “These are the words
which I spoke to you while I was still with you,
that all things must be fulfilled which were
written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets
and the Psalms concerning Me.” And He opened
their understanding, that they might comprehend
the Scriptures.

Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and
thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and
to rise from the dead the third day, and that
repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in His name to all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of these things.
Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon
you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you
are endued with power from on high.”

And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He
lifted up His hands and blessed them. Now it
came to pass, while He blessed them, that He
was parted from them and carried up into
heaven.* And they worshiped Him, and returned
to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually
in the temple praising and blessing God. Amen.

C: ♪ Praise be to You O Christ!

(Return to # 15 in the service bulletin or, p. 69 in
the ELH.)

#16, Sermon Text and Theme: I Samuel 8/Luke
24:44-53, “What Jesus’ Ascension Means for You”

*The Christ Candle is extinguished to represent
Jesus’ ascension into heaven.


