
Easter 5

Matins, p. 109

Hymns:
Opening: #359, “This Is the Feast”
Hymn Responses: 375, “ Little Flock”;
“Dear Christians” 378
Closing: 357, “The Strife Is O’er”

6. The Psalmody, p. 112
L: ♪ Oh, sing to the Lord a ‘new song! /
For he has done marvelous things. Al-
‘le-lu-ia!
C: The Lord has made known ‘His
salvation. / His righteousness He has
openly shown in the sight ‘of the nations.
L: His right hand and His ‘holy arm / have
gained Him ‘the victory.
All: Glory be to the Father, ‘and to the
Son, and to ‘the Holy Ghost; as it was in
the be-’ginning, is now, and ever shall be:
forever-’more. A-men.

7, The Lection, p. 112
The Old Testament Lesson: Judges 7:1-8;
16-21

Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all
the people who were with him rose early
and encamped beside the well of Harod,
so that the camp of the Midianites was on
the north side of them by the hill of
Moreh in the valley.

And the Lord said to Gideon, “The people
who are with you are too many for Me to
give the Midianites into their hands, lest
Israel claim glory for itself against Me,
saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’

Now therefore, proclaim in the hearing of
the people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful
and afraid, let him turn and depart at
once from Mount Gilead.’ ” And
twenty-two thousand of the people
returned, and ten thousand remained.

But the Lord said to Gideon, “The people
are still too many; bring them down to
the water, and I will test them for you
there. Then it will be, that of whom I say
to you, ‘This one shall go with you,’ the
same shall go with you; and of whomever
I say to you, ‘This one shall not go with
you,’ the same shall not go.” So he
brought the people down to the water.
And the Lord said to Gideon, “Everyone
who laps from the water with his tongue,
as a dog laps, you shall set apart by
himself; likewise everyone who gets
down on his knees to drink.” And the
number of those who lapped, putting
their hand to their mouth, was three
hundred men; but all the rest of the
people got down on their knees to drink
water. Then the Lord said to Gideon, “By
the three hundred men who lapped I will
save you, and deliver the Midianites into
your hand. Let all the other people go,
every man to his place.”

Then he divided the three hundred men
into three companies, and he put a
trumpet into every man’s hand, with
empty pitchers, and torches inside the
pitchers. And he said to them, “Look at
me and do likewise; watch, and when I
come to the edge of the camp you shall
do as I do: When I blow the trumpet, I
and all who are with me, then you also



blow the trumpets on every side of the
whole camp, and say, ‘The sword of the
Lord and of Gideon!’ ”

So Gideon and the hundred men who
were with him came to the outpost of the
camp at the beginning of the middle
watch, just as they had posted the watch;
and they blew the trumpets and broke
the pitchers that were in their hands.
Then the three companies blew the
trumpets and broke the pitchers—they
held the torches in their left hands and
the trumpets in their right hands for
blowing—and they cried, “The sword of
the Lord and of Gideon!” And every man
stood in his place all around the camp;
and the whole army ran and cried out
and fled.

Hymn Response: #375, “Little Flock, Fear
Not the Foe”

12. Epistle: James 1:16-21
Do not be deceived, my beloved
brethren. Every good gift and every
perfect gift is from above, and comes
down from the Father of lights, with
whom there is no variation or shadow of
turning. Of His own will He brought us
forth by the word of truth, that we might
be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. So
then, my beloved brethren, let every man
be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to
wrath; for the wrath of man does not
produce the righteousness of God.
Therefore lay aside all filthiness and
overflow of wickedness, and receive with
meekness the implanted word, which is
able to save your souls.

Hymn Response: 378:1-5, “Dear
Christians One and All Rejoice”

The Holy Gospel: John 16:5-16
“But now I go away to Him who sent Me,
and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You
going?’ But because I have said these
things to you, sorrow has filled your
heart. Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It
is to your advantage that I go away; for if
I do not go away, the Helper will not
come to you; but if I depart, I will send
Him to you. And when He has come, He
will convict the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment: of sin,
because they do not believe in Me; of
righteousness, because I go to My Father
and you see Me no more; of judgment,
because the ruler of this world is judged.
“I still have many things to say to you, but
you cannot bear them now. However,
when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He
will guide you into all truth; for He will
not speak on His own authority, but
whatever He hears He will speak; and He
will tell you things to come. He will glorify
Me, for He will take of what is Mine and
declare it to you. All things that the Father
has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will
take of Mine and declare it to you.

The Chief Hymn: 378:6-10, “Dear
Christians One and All Rejoice”

Sermon Theme and Text: Judges 7:1-8;
16-21, “Jesus’ Victory Puts a Song On Our
Lips”


