
Christmas Exhortation for Communion

Dear friends in Christ! In order that you may be
properly prepared to receive this holy Sacrament
for your eternal benefit, it is good that you
consider what you must now believe and do.
From the words of Christ: “This is My body,
which is given for you; this is My blood which is
shed for you,” you should believe that, the
Sacrament is the manger and swaddling cloths
into which it has pleased Christ to lay Himself.”
(Luther) That is to say, the bread and wine are
the humble means which bear and bring to you
Jesus’ true body and blood, as the words declare.

If this is the confession of your faith,
answer: I do so believe.

From Christ’s words “for the remission of sins”
you should believe that God came in the flesh
and was laid in a manger to shed his blood on
the cross where he paid for your sins. Now, in
the Sacrament, He bestows upon you His body
and blood to confirm unto you the forgiveness of
all your sins.

If this is your belief, say: Amen!

And finally, you should do as Christ commands
you when He says, “Take, eat; drink of it, all of
you,” and “this do in remembrance of Me.”

If it is your intent to do as Christ
commands, indicate so by saying: I do so
intend.

Upon your affirmative answers and declared
intent, you have rightly examined yourselves and
are properly prepared to eat Christ’s body and
drink His blood for the forgiveness of all your
sins.

You should also unite in giving thanks to Almighty
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for so
great a gift, and should love one another with a
pure heart, and thus with the whole Christian
Church have comfort and joy in Christ our Lord.
To this end may God the Father grant you His
grace; through the same, our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen. (ELH, p. 77, adapted for Christmas)
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Welcome!We are glad you can join us for our
Christmas Chorale Service with Children
Participating. May God bless the hearing of his
Word this Christmas’ morning!

On Today’s Theme: Today we remember Mary
and Joseph as they come to Bethlehem. We
sing with the angels as they fill the sky. We run
with the shepherds as they arrive on the scene.
We behold the glory of God in the face of His
Son, Jesus Christ. It is here we find our peace.
Wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
manger, our Prince of Peace is very much the
diamond that the everlasting Father gives to us.
As we gather to open His Word and sing His
praises, let us rejoice in Jesus, the greatest
blessing the world will ever know.

Communion will be administered in today’s
service. Saved By Grace follows the guidance
of the Scriptures and the example of the
historic Christian Church by practicing close
communion. That means we commune those
who have publicly declared they hold to the
teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
drawn from the Holy Scriptures, as they
learned it to know it in the Small Catechism.
We have this practice because the Bible
requires that proper preparation be made for
communion to be a blessing for the
communicant. (I Corinthians 11:27-29). While
that is our communion practice, Pastor would
be happy to help you make that preparation to
commune with us. Please let him know, if you
are interested in taking those steps.

Thanks to -
● the children, who participated in

today’s service - Isaac Bartels, Aaron,
Danny, Noah and Jenna Hall; Aubrey
Larson; Marshall Peppel;

● the instrumentalists, Aaron Hall (cello)
and Spencer Lane (trumpet);

● the teachers, Dawn and Jessica Bartels;
● the author of the Children's “Peace

Came to Earth,” Dawn Bartels;
● the Christmas sack donors; Dawn

Bartels, Roger and Jeannie Brink, Sandy
Powell;

● the flower arrangers; Jean Campbell
and Sandy Powell;

● anyone who in any way helped add to
the festivities of our Christmas service.

Christmas Poinsettias were given in memory
of:

● R. Brink and Blackbourn by Roger Brink
● De Provo by Jean Brink
● Family by Sandy Powell
● Dee Provo by Mel Provo
● Cynthia Rakos and Joe by John and

Crystal Rakos

Weekly Calendar
● Monday - 10 AM, Christmas Chorale

Service with Communion and Children
Participating

● Thursday - 10:30 AM, Bible Class
4:30 PM, Thursday School

● Sunday - 10 AM; Service of Word and
Sacrament

● Monday, New Year’s Day, - 10 AM,
Service of Word and Sacrament


