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Christmas Choral Service, p. 107

The Service of Preparation

Opening Hymn: Trumpet solo followed by congregation singing “Joy to the

World,” #138

Invocation

Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.

Almighty God our maker and redeemer, we poor Sinners confess unto

you that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned

against you by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to

your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring your grace, for the sake of

our Lord Jesus Christ.

Hear the holy and comforting Word of Our Lord!

Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever

believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life.

Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and my holy office I forgive

you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy

Spirit. Amen

Introit:

♪ Unto us a Child is born, unto us a / Son is given … and the government

will be upon / His shoulder.

His name / shall be call-ed … Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father / Prince of Peace.

O sing to the / Lord a new song … For he has done / marvelous things.

Glory be to the Father, ‘and to the Son / and to ‘the Holy Ghost; as



it was in the be - ‘ginning, is now / and ever shall be: forever -

‘more. Amen.

Magnificat: “My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord.” Hymn #47

Collect for the day

Lord God, Heavenly Father, we give thanks to you that of your mercy and

compassion you caused your Son to become incarnate, and through him

redeemed us from sin and everlasting death: we beseech you, enlighten our

hearts by your Holy Spirit, that we may ever be thankful for such grace, and

comfort ourselves thereby in all tribulation and temptation, and at last

obtain eternal salvation;through the same, your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy spirit, one true God, now

and forever. Amen

The Service of the Word

Children: Peace Came to Earth

Speaker: Here on earth, people sometimes say they get a “calmness”- or

“peace” as they walk through the quiet trees of a forest. It is but a

momentary peace, as a walk through the forest is quickly forgotten upon the

return to city roads. Yet, there is a peace that is “everlasting”. Let us begin

our walk with God through His Word and promises, to become enlightened

about this peace.

Speaker: God’s peace begins with His promises. God created male and female

and called them “good”. After mankind’s fall into sin, which destroyed man’s

good and caused a wall between man and God, God promised to send a Savior

who would restore “peace” with God. During the Old Testament years, while

mankind was waiting for the Savior of the World to come, God promised His



people forgiveness of their sins. This was done when the Jewish priest

sacrificed the “one year old lamb that was without any defect.” This lamb,

pointed to the “Lamb of God” of whom was yet to come.

Cello Solo, “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”

Speaker: Walking a few steps further with God and His promises, we

discover many types of peace. Peace with others; peace with death; peace

with God.

First, Peace with others. I John 4:19

“We love because He first loved us.”

Second, Peace with death. Romans 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life

in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Finally, Peace with God. Romans 5:9

“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, We have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Jesus is the Prince of Peace.

In Isaiah 9:6 we hear:

“For to us a Child is born,

To us a Son is given;

And the government will be upon his shoulder,

And his name will be called

Wonderful Counselor,

Mighty God,

Everlasting Father,

Prince of Peace.”



#153 Congregation “The People that in Darkness Sat” vs 4-5

Speaker: Continuing on the path with God and His promises, we find “our

Shepherd—your Shepherd—my Shepherd,” watching over us every step of

the way. Pursuing us to keep us in His peace. Since baptism, when my

Shepherd brought me into the family of God– I was baptized in the name of

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Speaker:Daily now, the Shepherd calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies us

all through His Holy Spirit working through the Word and Sacraments.

Being here, in church, our Shepherd, your Shepherd, my Shepherd,

perpetually pursues us to keep us in the one true faith and in His flock. He

keeps us in His flock! He does it all!

#370:1,6 Children The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

Speaker: During our walk with God and His promises, did you notice the

TREE over there? Our Savior died on that cross to “redeem” mankind. He is

our “Redeemer”!

“For you know that it was not with such things as silver or

gold that you were redeemed…but with the precious blood

of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. (I Peter 1:18a-19.)

#139:3-4 Children “Once in Royal David’s City”

Speaker: We have not taken one step of our earthly adventure of walking

with God in His promises without God being with us!

EMMANUEL- means exactly that, GOD WITH US!

John 1:1 and verse 14 tells us; “In the beginning was the Word and the

Word was with God and the Word was God…and the Word became flesh

and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.”



In our crazy world, with wars and rumors of wars, we might “feel” like peace

is no more. Yet God assures us that He IS with us. Isaiah 7:14 reads:

“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold a young woman

shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name ‘Immanuel’ GOD

WITH US.” God is with us always, as His Peace never leaves us. GOD IS

WITH US…

#110:1,4,7 Congregation “O come, O come Emmanuel.”

Speaker: Our walk may have had some dark moments among the trees;

a financial loss;

a job testing your patience;

schoolwork building into an endless mountain of studying;

a relationships ending in fighting or disagreements;

or a death of a loved one,

but even in those dark moments there, yet, remains peace in a dark world.

Jesus, the Light, gives us Hope,

Jesus, the Light, gives us Joy.

Jesus, the Light, gives us Life,

Jesus, the Light of the World, gives us Peace.

Speaker: Finally, if you look at our Tree you see we are at where the roots

grow into the tree– at the trunk of the tree. “Mary brought forth her

firstborn son and laid him in a manger.”

#124 Congregation “From Heaven Above to Earth I come”



Speaker:

Baby Jesus was born. Jesus- God made man.

Jesus- Savior of the World.

Jesus- a common name underscoring

His humility and humanity.

The Son of God emptied Himself of His Glory to become a humble man.

(Phil. 2:6-8)

True “Peace” came to earth when Jesus was born.

Jesus, who lived life perfectly.

Jesus, who made the payment for our sin-death, death on the cross. Jesus,

who rose proclaiming victory over death!

Jesus, who fulfilled God’s promise to send us a Savior.

Jesus, who clothed us in His righteous, white robe that we may have eternal

“peace with God”!

When we are rooted in JESUS, He makes our trunk strong - our faith

strong- to believe in Him for eternity!

Jesus came to earth to give us peace eternally!

#148:1,2 Congregation “Praise God the Lord, Ye Sons of Men”

The Homily and Text:

Luke 2:8-14, “Peace Came to Earth”

Credal hymn: “We all believe in one true God,” #37

The Offering: Trumpet solo: “Silent Night”

The Prayer of the Church



The Service of the Sacrament

Pre-Communion Hymn: “O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is”, #161:1-4

The Exhortation

The Lord's Prayer

The Consecration

The Distribution and Reception of the Sacrament

Hymns “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”, #41

Post Communion Hymn #161:5-6 “O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is”

The Collect of Thanksgiving

The Benediction

A Hymn; “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”, #125


